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ABSTRACT

Intermational migration has gredually become an exceplionally important issuve for Fili. Fiji's
emigration is continually being finked 10 insecurity created by political and economic upheavals
{Howard 1992).

Fiji, because of its multi-athnic compasition, has been labeled a plural society but ethnic
cleavages make it polentially unstatie, The fear of economic and polifical insecurily has been
driving 5000-8000 people annually from Fiji since the coups of 1987, Stalistics cleerly show that
emigration is an ethnic lsaue. More indo-Fijians emigrate than aty other ethnic group. Added to
these reasons are the family re-unification grounds and the search for greener pasiures,

Daspits the loss of thousands of people from Fiji, the topic of emigration has been a rather silent
subject in relation lo schalarly debate in Fifl. Whatewver little is written on the issue of smigration
there are differing responses. Some view emigralion &s lack of loyally and cormmitment to Fiji by
Indo-Fijians. Contrary fo this argument, the causes of emigration should be traced to unfair
constitution, foars over personal sefely, disciminaiion, lack of clear commilment by the
govemment to multi-racial equality end the unavailability of land.

The presenl study questions some of the generalizations made by emigration theorists in relation
to emigration trend from Fiji's plural socisly. It challengas tha regional and general approach
adopled by various emigration theorists,

Indo-Fijians are stiil regarded ag vulagi (visttors), in their own country of birth, where they have
lived far four or five generations. They face the stark praspect of political disenfranchisement and
unagqual citizenship. Urwanted and humiliated, fed up with coups, understandably many Indo-
Fijians seek 1o re-bulld thelr livas in olher countries,

By studying a specific local area lhis paper attémpts to verify why emigralion hes been the only
choice for the immigrant Indo-Fljian community in crisis situations. Generalizalions by scholars of
differanl disciplines do nol spedcifically sddress the reasons for ‘uprooting’ and settling in a
differant environment. The 'push’ has heen so vigorous ihat not even a single house in the
research site is without a family member living overseas. Clearly what happens at the national
leve! affacts the loouls as well. A microdevel study Gives a deeper understanding of why pecple
move,

This thesis arguss thal the Indo-Fijan community has been ‘uprocted’ to siich & lavet that the
exodus will continue and no amount of poliical stability is going to change the tide. Perhaps
genuine offer of dual gitizenship and a compromise on salient issues may see some hdo-Fijians
retumning sither to work of do business hare again. | feel ihat procass will ba encouraging but
admittedly siow and cumbersoms.
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CHAPTER ONE

THE CONTEXT OF THE RESEARCH

INTRODUCTION

Migration nas been part of human history. The crossing of national and
international borders by individuals is so univensal that scholars speculate that it
is part of tha human instinct to move. These movements are on the increase and

are likely to influence factors in global change.

There are several reasons why people move. Inequaiity in wealth s tikely to
impal people fo emigrate in search of better living standards. Political, ecological
and demographic pressures may force many people to seek refuge outside their
awn countries; increasing political or ethnic conflict could lead to mass flights and

the creafion of new tax free frade areas may also cause the movermnent of people.

This chapter focuses on the contextual information on the study of Indo-Fijian
emigration from Fiji. It briefly discusses the background, the reasons, the
subjects of the study, the usefulness of the study, the methodology appiled for
research, and the organization of the thesis.

Indo-Fijios Emigration: A Case Sty of the 'Childrert of Girmiifya® i






BACKGROUND

Fiji is labeled as a 'plural’ society (Mayer 1963, Norton 1977). People of different
religions, races, languages and cultures live here. However, Fijii's multi-racial
society is politically, economically and socially segmented along ethnic lines.
The two major races are indigenous Fijians and Indo-Fijians. They form 85 per
cent of the total population while the remaining 5 per cent are Rotumans,

Europeans, Part-Eurgpeans, Chinese and others (Bureau of Statistics, 1998:1).

The indigenous Fijians are mainly Melanesians. The eastem part of the country
iz more Polynesian as a resuit of invasions by the Tongans in the pre-colonial
period {Lawson 1990:798-199). Consequently, Fiji's 320 islands (see Map 1, Fiji
Istands pg. 2) in the middie of the South Pacific have developed their own identity
with & mixture of Polynesian and Melanesian peoples and culture forming the

indigenous population of Fiji.

Indo-Fijians, the second major ethnic group, are the direct descendants of
indentured labourers brought from India by the British to work on sugar cane
plantations between 1879-1916, Other segments of the indo-Fijian population
are mainly Gujaratis and Punjabis who came to Fiji as 'free’ emigrants to trade as
merchants and artisans. Their descendants now comprise the strong business

community in Fiji.

trdo-Fiijiews Emigration: A Case Stndly of the 'Children of Girmitiva’ 3



At the end of 1996 the indigencus Fijians comprised approximately 50.8% of the
total population of 775,077 compared to 43.7% Indo-Fijians. The remaining 8.5%
weto others - comprising Europeans, Part-Europeans, Rotumans, Chinese and
Pacific Istanders. Table 1.1 shows that Indo-Fijian population declined by 5 per
cent while the indigenous Fijian population increased by 4.7 per cent between
1986 and 1998,

TABLE1.1:  SUMMARY OF KEY DEMOGRAPHIC INDICATORS FOR FIH
BY ETHNICITY FROM POPULATION CENSUS OF 1988 & 1096

ETHNIC END 1088 % END 1986 %
CATEGORY

Fijlan 328,305 461 393,575 508
Fiji indian 348,704 487 338,518 437
Other 37,368 52 42 684 55
TOTAL 718,375 100.0 TTE,077 100.0
Source; Bureais of Stafistics

It was only in the late 1980s that indigenous Fijians outnumbered Indo-Fijlans.
Large-scale emigration of Indo-Fijians after the 1987 military coups was the main
reason for their decline in population. The other factor is the declining fertility
among the indo-Fijians (Bureau of Statistics, 1496). Since the indigancus Fifians
have outnumbered indo-Fijians the gap I8 widening due to the combined sffects
of bath the above factors,

Indo-Lifian Emigration: A Case Study of the ‘Children of Glrmittya” 4



Sl

The population of Fijl is concentrated on the fwo main islands of Vit Levis and
Vanua Levu. About 60 per cent of this population live in rwal aress. Fiji's
seonomy is linked to the capitalist word market economy. s income liss at the
mercy of factrs and forces well beyond Fiji's control depending on the
intermational market situations.

Agriculture is a main source of liveliheod for the people of Fiii both as an earner
of revenue and an activity for subsistence as well. Sugar and fo a lesser extent
copra are its major agricultural exports. Earning from various pine schemes has
been an important foreign exchange income for Fiji as well. Forestry, espacially
the ‘controversial mahogany project, will play an increasingly important part in

Fiji's income in the near future.

The island of Viti Levy is the focus of the main aconomic aclivites with many
urban centres. Maost manufacturing industries are located on Viti Leww. In the
manufacturing sector, the garment industry became the third largest foreign
exchange eamer and accounted for 28 per cent of local weekly wage

empioyment in 1998,

There s considerable reliance on tourism. The major hotels are also

concentrated on the western side of Vitf Levu. Prior to the coups of 2000,

tourism was the main foreign exchange income earner for Fiii.

Indo-Fifian Emigration: 4 Case Study of the ‘Children of Girmitiva® 3



A Brief Historical and Poiitical Overview

At this time, it is necessary to provide an overview of the historical and political
situation in Fiji as well. To understand the currant emigration trend, it is essential
to have a basic understanding of the history of race relations in Fiji. This will
allow the reader to better understand the current political situation in which
emigration is represented and provide a basis for further analysis of emigration in

a political atmosphere.

Fiji has never been politically unified and there have always been local variations
in cufture. The two major ethnicities in Fiji have a history of both political and
cuftural separation. The current emigration trend has not happened by accident.
Us raots go back to the Deed of Cession and the land charter that formed the

basis of the colonial administration (See Appendix 1),

The nineteenth century was a period of fundamental change for most islands in
the Pacific Ocean. By the beginning of the nineteenth cenitury, the era of
European discovery, exploration and ffinerant frading was ovar paving the way
for more infensive pofifical and commercial confact between oufsiders and the
people of the islands’ (Lal, 1992:5). Fiji could not be excluded from this trend,
However frequent internal strife between varioug groups in Fiji disrupted a stabile
environment for commercial activity. The solution to the problem of control and

of gavernment was to cede Fiji to the British. This was done by the paramount

frcto-Fijian Emigraiion: A Case Sty of the ‘Children of Girmitiva’ ]



chief, Ratu Seru Cakobau and 11 other chiefs mainly from the East. These
chiefs were subsequently permitied to play an important role in the Fijian
administration system by means of which cotonial control over the native
population was mediated with the active participation of the colonised elite.
While accepting the Cession, Sir Hercules Robingon promised on behalf of the

Crown that;

The rights and interests of the saeid Tui VIli and othar high
chisfs and the ceding parties hereto shall be recognised so
far as is and shall be consistent with Briltish Soversignly and
Colonial form of government. Al claims lo litle to fand by
whomsoever preferred and all claims (o pensions or
affowances whether on the pari of the said Tui Vili and other
high chiefs or of persons now holding office under them or
any of them shall in due course be fully investigated and
equitably adjusted.

Quotad in (Lal, 1892:12)

Robinson according to Lal (1992; 12) created the 'rudimentary administrative
structure’ but the ‘parmanent administrative foundations' for future course of the
colony were left for his successor. After sarving as govemor in Trinidad and later
in Mauritius, both coionies worked by indemtured labousers imported from india,
Sir Arthur Hamitton Gordon came to Fiji in 1875 as the first resident coionial

govarnor.

Gordon found the new colony In acute distress. An epidemic of measkes had
recently kiled almost 40,000 indigenous Fijians. The European setlers were

demanding for a quick and generous rafification of much of the best land in the

Indo-Fijiai Emigration: 4 Case Study of the ‘Children of Girmifiya® 7



colony they claimed as being theirs. Capital was scarce because of the slump in
cotton prices and the Crown had also reduced its grant from one hundred and
fifty thousand to one hundred thousand pounds because of the decline in
indigenous population. Gordon had to make quick decisions to soive the colony's
problems of land, labour and capital o make it self-sustaining as the Colonial

Office had directed. Gordon said:

We want capital invested in the colony. We want a
cheap, abundant, and certain supply of labour, we
want means of communication; we want justice fo be
readily and speedily administered; we want facifities
for education;, and lastly (though, perhaps, that
interest me more neatly and aspecially than you), we
wank revenue.

{Gordon 1897:194 quoted in Lal 1992:13)

Colonisation unified the various groups in Fiji and the politicai environment
become more stable for foreign companies to invest in Fiji. The colonial
government persuaded the Australian based Colonial Sugar Refining Company
{CSR) to exdend its operations 1o Fiji. For nearly a century (1882-1973) this

company and sugar formed the backbone of Fiji's economy.

Sugar production not only depended on capital but on a refiable source of cheap
labour. Cheap, reliable and abundant supply of fabour as well could not be
obtained locally. Becauge of experience with Indian labousers in Trinidad and

Mauritius, Gordon fumed to India for a consistent supply. The first group of 479

Indo-Fifian Emigration: 4 Case Study of the ‘Children of Girmitivy’ 8



workers arfived from India in May /1878, When indenture ceased in 1916, 60639

Indians had arrived in Fiji {Gillion, 1962). This solved the problem of tabour,

Gordon's most important policy decision concerned the indigencus population.
The Governor came fo Fiji with paternalistic ideas. He believed that 'native races
had been shametully exploited in other parts of the Brilish Colonial Empire’
(Gillion 1962:5}. Therefore, Fijian interests had to be protected under any cost.
These interests included the protection of the Fijian land, sea, customs and

traditions.

Gordon began a system of ‘indirect rufe’. He identified those aspects of the
traditiona! Fijian political system, whick were fractable to European manipulation.
A chiefly body, 'Great Chiefly Council’ (or Council of Chiefs as it was populary
known) was created that advised the governor on native Fijian affairs. It also
assisted him in formulating native regulations. The Native Labour Ordinance
restricted the recruitment and commercial employment of Fijian labour in
plantations. The Native Taxation Scheme was devised to enable the Fijians to
meet tax obligations in king and thereby live communally without recourse to
employment for wages. Land laws prohibited any further sale of land - 83 per
cent of the {otal land was placed in Filian hands. The Native Lands Commission
was created to assess the validity of saettler Yand claims and to determine the

structure of indigenous land ownership.

Tnda-Fijian Fanigration: A Case Study of the ‘Children of Girmitiva’ S



Indiract rule was necessary in Fiji because of the relatively smail number of
resident Europaans compared with the size of the native population. In Gordon's

words:

So long as the nalive population oulnumbers the
European by a hundred fo ons, it is through these
chiefs that the country will be most peacefully cheaply
and easily govemned. And the governor has already
observed that in those disticts where.. the chisfs
hiave lost their hold on the people, the administration
of affairs is attended with & difficully and confusion
unknown eisawhere. I deprived of position and
employment they (the chiefs} would, not improbably,
from being docile and useful instruments, becoms a
constant source of trouble, if not - or even - of danger.

(Quoted in Giliion 1862:32)

Thus Gordon consciously saw the indirect rule system in Fiji as a practical
necessity of colonial rule. While devising the native policies Gordon completely
forgat about the large number of Indians who were soon to fiow into the country.
He only sesmed concerned about solving the problems of the day by protecting
the small European settlers and the indigenous population. Lal {1982:14) noted
that it /s difficult to neme another colony anywhere, during the nineteenth
century, even without the intense seliler oppasition that Gordon encountered, in
which the land, institutions and customs of an Indigenous people were so well
profected”.

Iddow-Fifians Emigration: A Cease Seudy of the 'Childrer of Girmitiya’ 10



Haowever, the impasition of indirect rile was not universally accepted. In practical
terms this meant that the more herarchical and authoritarian Bauan chiefly

system became the model for Fijian native administration everywhere.

Rebellions against the system of rule thus established were more frequent than
is commonty thought (the most important was the so-called tittle war' of Western
Viti Levu) but the process of colonial incarporation proceeded without serious
opposition. Ravuvu states (1991:32)

....through the strong arms of the cofonlal government,
independent and autonomous groups brought fo tive and be
administered under one authority or chisfdom. Rebellious
groups and their chiefs were subdued with strong and harsh
measures. Many were fried and condemned to execution or
long-term imprisonment with hard labour.

While Gordon's policies protected the fand, institutions and customs of the
indigenous peopla, | agree with Aty Bain that the official policy of ‘benevolent
profectionism’ concerning Fijian labour ‘masked an array of legisiative measures
which ably defended the interests of plantetion capital’ (1988:136). On the one
hand, the majority of Fijians remained by-standers in developing Fiji, while their
land was used for capital gains. On the other hand the condition of Indians on
British plantations was almost iike slaves. If was easier 1o manage plantations by

saparating the two races. The Fijian economic system was such that most Indo-

Ingo-Fijian Emigration: A Case Study of the 'Children of Girmitiva® 1



Fiians were employed in sugarcane operations and most of the indigenous

Fijians were confined to their traditional occupations in their villages.

Over the years, the Indians in Fiji prospered. Their service as indentured
workets entitied them to permanent residence in Fiji. The majority made Fiji their
homeé. The government of India sanctioned their emigration with the broad
proviso, articulsted by Lord Salisbury, secretary of siale for colonies in 1875,
that:

‘Indian settlers wio have completed the terms of service

fo which they agreed, as the relum for the expense of

biinging them to the Colonies, will be in aif respects free

men, with privileges no whif Inferior to those of any other

class of Her Majesty’s subjects resident in the Colonies”

{Quoted in Lal 1992:186).
No doubt, | agree with Lal (1982:16) that this statement by Salisbury would be
constantly revivad atd would echo down the years in the lndian communily as &

charter of rights just as the Deed of Cession was for the Fijisns',

Indian presence In Fiji for over a century has been a suctess story, which has
remainad the major source of resentment against them. Indirect rule by way of
separate native administration introduced by Gordon, preserved the culture and
way of life of the indigenous Fijians but also made them obsarvess in the

! 1Lord Salishury's dispatch predates the beginning of Indian immigration to Fiji by four years, and it did not
specifically mention Fiji. But the intention that Indians settled in the colonies would enjay full rights was
re~affimed by the governmvent of Fiji at intervals throvghout the twenfieth century. Lnterestingly, in this
cantext, the ‘paramountey of Fijign interesty’ so often attribited to the Deed of Cession never actually
appears in the document, (Notes copied from Lal 1992:344)

Indo-Fiflan Ensigration: A Case Siwdy of the 'Children of Glrmitiya' 2



developing Fiji. 'They were isolated from the mainstream of coloniat politics as
well. M is argued that these effects are largely responsible for many of the
economic problems that the Fiflans continue to experence but which are
frequently blamed on the Indo-Filian community who have become a convenient

scapegoat. Faced with these conditions many Indo-Fijians seek to emigrate.

The coloniat government kept the two ethnic groups divided to protect the
interest of the caplitalists. Following the policy of ‘divide and nife’, they
maintained and inspired the belief that ‘the indians who had mudtiphed and
outnumbered all others in the popitation, heki e pradominant share of economic
power and if thay were given egual political righls, they would take over the
country which legitimately belongs to the Fifians’. (IR may be noted here that at
the tima of independence indians ouinumbeted the Fijians).

For this reason the British imposed a sysiem of communai roils in the 1968
constitution which meant that people were divided info separate electorates on
the basis of their ethnic groups. Two major political parties emerged during that
time namely - The National Federation Party (NFP} with its support base
predominantly among Indo-Fijians and the Aliiance Parly with its support base
among indigenous Fijians. The system of communal electoral roil continued after

independence.

Indo-Fijian Emigration: 4 Case Study of the ‘Childven of Girmitiya’ 13



Under this condition, it was absolutely impoassible to achisve a reasonable basis
for representation based on majority rule. indian demand for common roll {one
man, one vote) was rejected on the ground that it might dilute the Fijian political
identity.

However the reality is different. Indian dominated muitiracial parties have won
three generai elections (that is 1977, 1987 and 1999). In 1977, the National
Federation Party failed to form the government due to its internat dissesions. In
this situation former Prime Minister, Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara was invited fo

govem in a caretaker capacity until the next general elections.

In 1987, Dr Timoci Bavadra's Labour Party was overthrown in a coup led by a
third ranking officer in the military, Siiiveni Rabuka. An ex-army officer, Jim
Sandy (1989) wrole that ‘the coup of 1987 overthrew a newly elected mulfiracial
govemment and reinstalled the former Fijian elite led regime which espoused the
traditional order and the Fijian way yet aiso aimed o preserve its own privileged
position in both Fijian sociely and madem economy’. Rabuka's regime included
a number of members from the Alliance Party, who had lost the 1987 general

election.
The multiracial Labour Party again won the 1999 general election with a huge

majority. Thia time a failed businessman and sacked Chairman of Fiji Hardwood

Corporation, Georga Speight, with the assistance of a branch of the Fiji Mifitary
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Forces seized parfiament The first Indo-Fijian Prime Minister, Mahendra

Chaudhary and his government were held hostage for 52 days.

Speight claimed his insurrection was designed to restore indigenous Fijian
paramountcy and abrogate the multiracial 1997 constitution, which had hoped to
blur the country's racial divide. Like Rabuka in 1987, Speight portrayed himself
as a faithful servant of Fijian race. Unforlunately the tide tumed against him
when the military did not comply with some of his demands. On May 28, 1999 the
military under Commodore Frank Bainimarama steged a ¢ounter coup, declared
Martial Law and assumed executive powers. Later he appointed an ethnic Fijfian
Laisenia Qiarase to head a caretaker administration with all indigenous members.
At present Speight is imprisoned on the island of Nukulau awsiting a trial for

treason.

New elections are due in August 2001, under the 1997 Constitution. While most
Indo-Fiiians are likely vote to for their fwo major parfies (Fiji Labour Party and the
National Federation Party), the indigenous Fijian population are confused with at
least 20 parties fo choose from. The large number of Fijian parties bring to the
focus the communal feelings that exist in the indigenous Fijian society. The
Fijlan divide is one of the major reasons for instabilily in the country that causes

an ethnically based emigration.
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It is clear enough evidence to show that people have voted across racial lines
and there are more important isgues involved than race for the paople of Fiji.
Race obviousty is a crucial factor in the analysis of the politics but the problem is
aggravated by vested interests to fulfitl their own objectives.

The indirect rule system estabiished in Fiji was an attempt to adapt existing
social formations to the requirements of European rule. ‘The principa! indigenous
beneficiary of indirect rule was the eastern chiefly hierarchy, while the major
losers were the inhabitants of central ard western Viti Levu, The way in which
traditional social formafions were incorporated into the system of colonial
administration feft a legacy of uneven development and was the basis for

subsequent soclal and economic inequality in an independent Fiji,

A lecturer in Pacific Studies at the Victoria Universily of Wellington Teresia
Teasiwa (Fijii Times, 25 May 2000) says that ‘the real struggle /s amongst
indiganous Fijians, and #t Is confinuglly masked by the hetoric of a racial conflict
between indigenous Fijians and Indo-Fijians’ Threat to and and slogans like 'Fiji
for Fijlans' are used to axacerbate the already existing probiems. However, the
fact is that the ongoing conflict may be more accurately seen as a result of the
power struggle between feudalism and the rising middle class, traditionalism and
modemism and the politically powerful eastetn chiefs and prosperous Fijians of

western and urban Fiji,
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Emigration from Fiji cannot be studied by disregarding the policy of divide and
fule so prévalent in coloniat occupied lands. Interaction betwsen Fijians and
indians were discouraged that led fo the occupationsl and geographical
concentration of lebour developed along racial lines as opposed to social
classes. Paople viewed themselves as ethnicities not as unified social clagses.
The Indo-Fijian has been made convenient scapegoats in the struggle for power
and ascendancy among the indiganous Fijian groups.

The post-coup pericds have been one of trauma and turmoil not once but twice
for the Indo-Fijians. The professionals, the businessmen and those who could
obtain emigrant visas left Fiji for other countries thereby bringing in demographic
change, which ended their predominant position. The coup by George Speight
not only denied the Indo-Fijians their polifical rights but it also was an attempt to
strike at their economic backbona by taking away the land they have farmed for

generations.

These conditions have arisen as a result of the indirect rule imposed by the
British, it is most unfortunate that Indo-Fijians are projected as being 'villaing,
who will grab the land’, which they only rented from the Fijlan owners, Little do
the power brokers reslise that non-renewal of leases would aiso destroy sugar
industry, which brings a major portion of country's foreign exchange and
substantial part of the govemnment revenue. Flilans must face the truth bafore it is
too late. As for the Indo-Fijians, | agree with Lal that they feel 'traumatised,
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terrorised, emationally uprooted and are made to feel unwanted', thus they will

continue to leave,

REASONS FOR THE STUDY

Although emigration to metropolitan countries hag been an important area of
research in the Pacific (Bedford 1989, Connall ed. 1990, Jones 1976}, it has not
received much attention in Fiji. Fiji's emigration is conlinually besn linked to
insecurity created by political and economic upheavals (Howard 1992). The
pecple of Indian descent {Indc-Fijians) were just over 50 per cent prior to the
military coups of 1987 but sharply declined to the present level of 42 per cent and

conlinues to deplete targely due to emigration.

Emigration increased dramatically in the 2-3 years following the 1987 coups, with
about 44,000 people leaving the country between 1987 and 1990. The outflow
has steadied at about 5,000 to 6,000 per annum. With the execution of the 2000
coup, a cloud of uncertainty and insecurily hangs over Fiji and people who were

bent on staying are thinking of moving again.
Emigration has raised concerns in non-government circies such as the employer
and business groups however, the goverament of Fiji remains wiriually silent on

the issue. The government, by and large, has shown liftle concern and has been
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concentrating on indigenous Fijtan development since independence. Certain
individual's like the former Prime Minigter, Sitiveni Rabuka also felt that ‘mass
migration of Indo-Fljians would bring their numbers to & manageable level'
{Sharpham 1998:101). The fright of Indian dominance is prevalent and therafore
the silence of Fijlan-dominated govemnment on emigration of largely Indo-Fijians

is understandabie.

Emigration will have a congiderablo implication for the country's social and
sconomic development. Those who go take wifih them skill and tajent which a
small development country can ill afford to lose. The massive outfiow of mostly
gkilled people srodes the basis for economic growth. The World Bank {1990:6)
raised concern about the scale of emigration and its impact on Fiii’'s supply of
skilled manpower. According to the survey, the emigration losa was especially
concentrated among those with skills badly needed by a develaping country fo

maintain its aconomic well-being and sustain growth. The report says:

Fiii's quite abundanf supply of skills wag threatened by the political
evonts of 1987, Prior lo that abouf 500 workers emigrated
annuslly, in the ysars following the coups d'elal, emigration rose
sharply to about 2,500 or 1 per cont of the work forge. Emigration
has particuiarly affected the supply of high and middle-lavel staff.
According fo the Fiji Bureau of Statistics, of those empioyed at the
time of the 1986 census, about 7 per cent of the professional and
technical, 17 per cent of the administretion and managenal, and 8
per cent of tha clarical staff has left the country by late 1988.. Key
professions were particularly hard hit; it is reported that 70 per cent
of the lawyers, over 50 per cent of the doclors, 40 per cent of the
accountants, and meny architects, engineers, lechnicians end
teachers have recently left Fifi; vacancy rates from some key public
services still renge from 30 fo 50 per cent,
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More recently a World Bank study (1996:23) again reported that:

This outflow imposes huge costs to (sic) the economy, both in
terms of the direct low invastment in human capital and lost
future eamings. Filting the jobs with expatriate workers can
cosf anywhere from 2-4 timas the cost of g local worker, and
further reduces the competitivenass of the Fijian econamy.

However, in 1997, Jonstani Kaukimoce, a Minister with Special Responsibilities
in the Prime Minister's Office, feit otherwise. Migration, he argued, s the resuft
of pasitive policies which are making our people befler trained, more marketable,
and widening their horizons’ (Robertson 1998:153). The depariure of many
highly skilled Indo-Fijians has certainly created opportunities for the rapid upward
mobifity of many indigenous Fijians who now dominate the civil service.
However, the formal job creation has fatlen seriously short of the number of fresh
entrarits to the labour force, About 13,000 school leavers compete for 1500 jobs

created each year.

One of the more extrame predictions is that Fiji will Yose 20 per cent of the
population through emigration in the next two years then anothar 30 per cent in
about five years time {(Fii Times, 19 March 2001). The Public Service
Comimission raport stated that 72 civil servants were part of the skilled workers'
mass excdus as a result of the May 19 takeover of Parliament. Most of them
were doclors, nurses, teachers, accountants and clerical officers (The Fiii Times,

26 August 2000). Loss of skilled manpower (human capital} affects the supply in
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economic growth. The concern is that the potential exodus of people {skilled and

others) could impoverish Fiji,

Mags migration causes significant population changes. This will create
fundamental differences fo the structure of the wordorce, particularly with
regards to participation of different ethnic categories in different occupational
groups. In 1992, for example out of 120 new student intake in the Fiji School of
Nursing, only 33 per cent were indo-Fijians and by 1997 it reduced to only 30 per

cent. It shows that the chance of job security for Indo-Fijians is sliming,

Prior to the coups of 1987, 1 was employed as a Bank Officer in Suva and left Fiji
to settle in New Zealand. Despite several admonitions 1 retured to serve my
country of birth once again on 1 January 1993 after Fiji returned to form of
parfiamentary democracy in the 1992 general elections that restored some basic

hurman rights such as freedom of speach and assembly.

However, | noticed that many had left Fili for good in the six years while | was
away. Prospective emigrants were not prepared to wait for democracy to be
restored in Fiji. | observed that Fiji was no fonger a land of opportunities.
Workers {mostly women) ware exploited in garment factories, students knocked
on doors for scholarships, nepotism infected all sectors of employment and the

civil service became a Fijian reserve. The Indo-Fijian community was largely
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affected by this change. | decided to study emigration to obtain personal
opinions of why other Indo-Fijians emigrate.

Ancther reasen why | undertook to study this topic was that the few researchers
on Fiji's emigration (Connell 1983, Bedford 1987) tend to use broad macro-
approaches to study emigration from Fiji. Quite often they attempt to locate Fiji's
international migratory patterns within repional trends, that is Melanesian and
Polynasian movements. This may create a theoreticel problem because over 90
per cant emigrants are Indo-Fijilans. They are a re-setiled community and quite
often they are not seen as belonging to the Pacific community. For this reason

their movemant cannot be compared with Pacific islanders.

Indo-Fijian emigration should be studied in relation to bipolar states or resettied
states ke Guyana, Trinidad and Mauritius. However, this ressarch is not a
comparative study, but particutarly focuses on Indo-Filian emigration of the
children of the girmitiya, who were introduced in Fiji, encouraged to seftle and
now unfortunate circumstances are forcing them to search for new homes. The

‘push’ factors can only come to focus if the community is studied separately.
Another resson, which prompted my interest in this study, was because of my

personal encounters with the poor of this country. My visions were widened on
social problems faced by Indo-Filians as a result of my association with NGOs.
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Many people have indicatad to me that “they do not want to live in a country

whers there is no one to listen to them'.

The Indo-Fijian soclal crists cannot be ignored. Table 1.2, shows Indo-Fijian
suicide rate which ranks amongst one of the highest in the world.

TABLE: 1.2 SUICIDE RECORDS 1 JANUARY TO 1 NOVEMBER 2000

SUICIDES ATTEMPTED SUICIDES
Isdo-Fijians 73 80
Flilans 12 5
4 1
Others
TOTAL 49 46

Spurce: Fif Post, Novembar 2,2000

Not only the government but the regional organizations as well ignore the plight
of Indo-Fijians. The notion that Indo-Fijians are naturally better off than Fijians in
education and business is not correct. The 1986 Fiji Poverly Report
demonstrated that while Fijlan households in general had the lowest income,
lower income Indians werg worse off than lower income Fijians. Half of the poor
are [ndians, with income 14 per cent lower than Fijians. Middle income groups
are dominated by Fijlans. Only a smalt proportion of high-income houssholds s
an Indian household better off than high income Fijlans (Fiff Times, 23 July

19988:3).
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However, the percoptions remain that Fijians are worst hit by poverty. They
make up 680 per cent of the Depariment of Social Welfare clients. The
Department explained this by reference to a decline in communal care, family
fragmentation and higher Fijian urban growth. Whereas the Desfitutes’
Allowance System was designed primarily for indigent Indian males, often former
indentured workers, by as early 1979, 59 per cent of the recipients were Fijians,
maost fiving in rural areas (Bienefeld 1984:322). A government that is supposed
to ook after all its citizens seem only concerned for the indigenous population.
Indo-Fijians affected by these situations are vulnerable and feel amigration may

improve thelr status.

The other buming issue that confronts Indians in Fiji iz land’. Security of land
tenure and eviction has been the major problem for the tenant Indo-Fijians.
Indians in Eiji have been well informed of Idi Amin's actions that led to eventual
expulsion of Indians in Uganda. Indo-Fijians know 1co well that they cannot be
owners of land and frequently question whether the Ugandan crisis could happen
here. The recent event of farm seizures in Zimbabwe also makes the Indo-
Fifians frightened of their future. The fear persists because no government or
organization in Fiji is prapared to talk on the issues of land - ali regard it as a

sensitive subject.
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Indo-Fifian emigraiion cannot be undersiood without analysing the issues of land
and land ownership. This important issue of insecurity of land tenure is 2 major

‘push’ factor in the emigration of Ihdo-Fijians.

The Land Question

The Deed of Cession {Kamikamica 1997:28%), that enabled Fili fo bacome &
British Crown colony, ‘was more of a land charfer than a normal document of
formal transfer of sovereignty’. Indeed it was a 'land charter' as it appears from

the clauses 1,4,5,6,7. Only clauses 2 and 3 do not mention the word ‘land' (See

Appendix 1).

Control of land was a major issue of contention betwesn the early European
setflers and Fijians. The British always had New Zealand in mind while
considering Fifi's situation. The prolonged guetrilla war in New Zealand with the
British seftiers and Maori population therefore, had a profound effect on the way
Fiji was administered as a crown colony especially in relation 1o land matters.

The Colonial Office ruted out iaking land by a war of conquest against Fijians.
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Yet the land was to be exploited. it was @ colonial strategy’ within which
Govemnor Gordon decided t¢ bring in Indian migrants to ensure that Fiji
devaloped economically while protecting the indigencus population from the
changes it would cause,

Table 1.3 shows the composition of land gwnership in Fiji, as indicated by
Nayacakalou (1871). Indigenous Fijian land-owning units, own 83 per cent of the
land claszad as native land”. Some 10 per cent is owned by the state classed as
‘crown land’, which is subdivided into two categories: crown fand schedule A; and
crown land schedule B. Schedule A is native land that reverted to the state after
the demise of the Jand-owning group. Schedule B is state land that is not
claimed by any land-owning group. (The Schedule A and B land is being
transferred as native land). Only 7 per cent of the iand is ciassified as ‘freshold

that can be sold on the open market.

Table 1.3: Categories of Land Ownership in Fiji

Percentage of total area
fafive Land Ba
Crown Land 10
Fraehold 7
TOTAL 100

Source: Nayacakelou, R. 1971, Lamg Tanwe in the Pacific

? . For this reason Gordon'a native policias had no problem with acceptancs in London. In 1878
Herbart wrote tu Gordon tedling him that. ' The native poficy was, a3 vou have salicipaled, rather a
farge pil to swallow bit we have swaliowed i hasically in order (0 Qive the chance you degire fo
proving that you can govern the nalives instaad of kiling them olf. .{Clled in Gllllon 1962:11)

{In 1876, the Fijlans wera a cying rage, 15-20 percent died in measles spldemic. For this reason
as wall an outside source of labour was necessary.
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This type of land distribution implied that the insecure migrant indians who were
uprooted by British activity in their villages in India were to remain and have the
same status of being tand-less peasants in Fiji. Gordon made the native Fijians
landlords of tenant Indian farmers. Their children’s fate was to remain at the
mercy of the indigenous owners of the land. The Indo-Fijians have been cheated
in the sense that their ignorant, iliterate and insecure’ ancestors who had little

knowledge of stringent land policy were given the oplion of remaining in Fiji.

Thousands of Indo-Fijian tenants are making a bleak entry into the 2% century
as their leases expire, On 31 December 2000, 1785 leases expired and about
1500 will expire at the end of this year (2001). According to the Native Land
Trust Board by 2026 about 13,112 leases will expire. Indo-Fijians are now in a

situation where freehold state land is limited.

The land issue is fraught with tension and is the potential flagh-point in Fijian
politics that is expressed in racial ferms. Recently, the goveming body on native
land 'Native Land Trust Board' placed a condition on all new lease arrangements.
In the 'conditional lease’ the native land tenants will not be allowed to take part in
cang harvest boycolts and any other political or union activities that may affect

landowners (The Fiii Times, April 3, 2001 p.3). The clause reads:

The lessee shafl not use or intand to use this lease
contract for any negalive purposes other ihaen
oblaining lease securily over this land. Negative
purposes include activities such as cane harvest
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hoyeotts, farmers sinkes and any other political or
union aclivilty that may jeopardise and purport fo
cause defrimant and economic foss to the ovarall
waffare of the lessor and the relevant native
landowners.

Land is frequently politicized by power sesking individuals. Some nationalists
{Taukei) preach the natives that Indian demand for more land will deprive the
natives of their land rights, thus cresting baseless fears in the minds of the native
Filians. While, the fact remains that the laws of the country justifiably protect the
tand rights of the natives.

The land question is one of the most divisive and political issues in Fijl. Land will
remain a sensitive subject.  Therefors, each government has deferred the
problems retating 1o the land for next one to solve. However, the first Indo-Fijian
Prime Minister, Mahendra Chaudhary despite warning from the President, Ratu
Sir Kamisese Mara, stil attempted to extend the life of leases under the
provisions of Agricultural Landlord and Tenants Act (ALTA). Chaudhary's action
bacame part of the cause of the May 2000 coup as a result of which many tenant
Inde-Fijians were terrorised and told to vacate the land by the landowners,

‘The coups have propelled Fiji into racial, economic, social and cultural chaos and
the Indo-Fijians were targeted by groups of indigenous people who, vulnerable
due to their social protocols, were made to believe thet the root cause of all

troubles in Fiji are the Indians. The aftacks on Inde-Fijians in the rural areas
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during the 2000 coup were designed to push them from thair freehcid properties.
They acted like the ‘jungless’ (bushmen) as the first ginmitiva had parceived them
to be. As a result 52 families from a rurel settiement of Muaniweni vacated their
properties and are resident in a refugee camp on the westem part of Vit Levu for

more than a year.

Racial harmony has severely been damaged after the coups of 1987. This
fesllng was revived after 19 May 2000 takeaver of Parliament. Perpetrators of
both coups used race and racigl issues fo incite vulnerable primarily rural Fijian
communities to turn against their indo-Fijian neighbours resulting in nationwide

riots, looting, burning and abuse of many indo-Fijian families.

Coups undermine the justice system. Ensuing terrorism, coupled with the total
inaciion from law enforcement institutions makes the Indo-Fijians feel that laws
could be broken with impunity in Fiji if the crime is committed against them. A

respondent from Wahasasa commented:

We should form our own vigilante group. We cannot
depend on the pofice to protect us anymore. Palice
know who the cifminals are and do not arrest them,
perhaps they too sre part of the team. We all should
go fo & counlry where people respect the law.

indo-Fijian erigration is expected to be maintained and probably significantly

increase for some time to come bacause of insecurity and discrimination. |
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consider this issue of emigration is important for Fiji and much more attention

should be given to this topic.

STUDIES TAKEN S0 FAR

Unfortunately, emigration has not received much attention in Fiji compared to
other counfries. Jones {1976) carried out the first detalled study of emigration.
She manually analysed the aspects of emigration using immigration cards while

undertaking undergraduate studies at the University of the South Pacific.

She found that the majority of emigrants were lndo-Fillans (Jones 1976:28} who
wers mostly from the capital city, Suva {Jones 1976:22). Between 1966-1969
the average net migration rose to 855 {Jones 1976:9). The rate of emigration
increased sharply immediately afier independence reaching a peak in 1973,
Jones also found that the majority of emigrants were young, either young married

couples, students or the children of older migranis (Jones 1976:21).
The next major study was undertaken by Connell (1985) as part of a wider study

of migration, employrment and development in the South Pacific. He commented

that:
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For more than a decade, emigration from Fif has had
ghormous significance; and especially the emigration of
indians, mainly to North America, pnmanly to Canada
{Connell 1985.48)

Connelt provided a historical discussion of emigration and was maore interestad in
the levet and direction of emigration, and discussed the consequences of
maovement. He pointed out the significant skills lossas from emigration. He said

{Connelt 1985; 1985:53):

The most striking conclusion on the impact of
irtemalional migration from Fii is that it constituted a
very substantial skill and brain drain.

Bedford (1989) wrote on Fijlan migration to Mew Zealand. He highlighted the
Impact of the 1987 coups on emigration to New Zaaland saying: '57 per cent of
the total net gain of around 10,700 during the 1850s I accounted for during the
period Aprit 1987 to March 1990 (Bedford 1988:147). Bedford also discussed the
gender and age characteristics of migrants as well as the categories under which

migrants entered New Zealand.

Chetty and Prasad (1993) provide a study of emigration highlighting the sericus
economic implications of high levels of emigration. They discuss the magnitude
~of emigration and its labour market and other consequences. They point out the
dangers of relying on data on formal emigration and suggested alternative
methodology for studying emigration. They provide detafled analyses of skill
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losses to Fijl due to emigration, and include case studies of teachers and workers

in the sugar industry,

Naidu {1997) provides the most recent study of emigration from Fiji that awarded
her a Masters Degree at the University of the South Pagific, Suva. She looked at
why professionals emigrated from Fiji. Her case study was on emigration of
Medical Doctors and she concluded that there wete various reasons why doctors
emigrated. She attempled to assess the likely impact on the standard of Fiji's

health services.

All these studies have considered emigration generally and have not discussed
Indo-Fijian emigration in detail. However, Geddes (1987/88} on the other hand
did mention in some detail why Indo-Fijlans emigrate. He argues that Indo-

Fijians amigrate for material benefits.

| wilt review these works in greater detail in Chapter three. The brief outlines
given here should suffice, as the background for my own interpretation. Mosi of
the studies mentioned above have primarily discussed the trends in emigration
and are concemed with emigration generally. Considering the volume and
pattem of emigration in Fiji, the main thrust of my study is to show that Indo-Fijian

emigration should be studied on its own.
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None of these studies has been conducted at the villags level. | chose to do my
field-work in Wainasasa close 1o Nausori on the igland of Viti Levy . This study is
the first to discuss the factors that ¢ause rural people to emigrate. Statistics
reveal that the most who emigrate are skilled individuals and professionals.
However, unskilled and lesser-educated people also emigrate. This is the first

study inquiring why and how unskilled people initiate emigration,

THE SUBJECTS OF RESEARCH

The subjects studied under this research are the descendants of the girmitiva.
The girmitiya was brought from India to work in Fiji as labourers under the
indentured fabour system. However, other Indians alsc came, but not under this
system. Most of them were Gujerati and Punjabi business people, The majority
of the entrepreneurs in Fiji are not the ‘chifdren of the girmityg’, they are the

children of thase Indians who came to Fiji on their own free will,

Generally it is believed that the indo-Fijians are betier off than the others, both
economically and academically. Howaver according to the 1999 Pacific Human
Development Report, more Indo-Fijlans than Fijlans live in condilions of poverty,
The poovest houssholds usually include people who have fittle education or skills
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and have difficulty getting jobs. They cften do not have land o permigsion to use
it. These peopls suffer from the poverty of opportunity”. These are the category
of peaple who will be studied.

I will focuss on & rural Indo-Fijian community of ‘Wainasasa', who built their fife
from scratch. They are the children of girmitiya, the subjects of this study. {Inde-
Fijian in this context refers to the children of girmitiya only.)

THE RESEARCH METHODS AN{) SOURCES OF INFORMATION

The mathods adopted in this study were both guantitative and qualitative,
However, this study stresses more on an anthropological aspects of human
behaviour on emigration. The material for this thesis has been collected in a
number of ways and from different sources. For theoretical discussion of
emigration and for historical material on Fiji, | relied on secondary sources,
mainly articles and books on the subject matter. |1 also made extensive use of
information available on internet.  Statistical information was obtained from

govemment publications and newspapers.

For the second more specific primary data, | relied on information derived from
the questionnaire survey and observations made during the fieldwark. Close to

# This term, which was cained by the Iste Dr Mabub ol Has, embraces & lack of education or
healih, a lack of econcmlc assets or accass to markeis or jobe that could create them, and
various forms of social exclusion or political marginelisafion,
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300 people live in Wainasasa. A sample of 50 families was picked for the

interview,

Participant observation and in-depth informal interview methods were used to
supplement the questichnaire surveys. | visited people in their homes to falk to

them about Wainasasa.

Unstructured questionnaires were distributed to thoss | falt could answer weli in
English. However, | preferred personal encounters with the chosen sample.
Face-lo-face interviewing pravided a strong base for a qualitative research.

According to Patton (1980:22).

Qualitative data consist of defailed descrplions of
situations, events, people, interactions and observed
behaviours, direct quotations from people about their
exporiences, atfitudes, beliefs snd thoughls, and
excerpls or enlire passages from documenis,
comrespondence, records and cass hislories.

In-depth interviews were also conducted with some fifty individuals from Fiji,
Australia and New Zealand. There were many others | could not meet in parson
especially those in the United States and Canada. They were important subjects
in this study because these were the emigrants who initiated the pearmanent
emigration process in the chosen research site. However, 1 managed to obtain

their photie numbers and e-mail addresses which made my research possible.
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For & few important informants | malled questionnaires to San Francisco and Los
Angeles.  Another technique | employed was casual conversation with
prospective emigrants. Casual comments given on the spur of moment provided

valuabie information for the research.

All my interviews were conducted in Hindt, which made most of the respondents
feel at sase. My knowledge of Hindi saved me from the problems of employing

an interpreter.

LIMITATIONS

The limitations faced by me were lack of time and money. | could not afford to
travel to the United States and Canada to carry out face-to-face interviews with
former residents of Wainasasa. However, | did travel to Ausiralia and New
Zealand and had first hand experience of the strong former Indo-Filian
community in these two countries. Financial constraints limited the size of the
sample, but | managed to oblain some information through telephones, e-mails
and writien (ife stories. Fregquent reminders had to be given to those who did not

respond,
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| found a couple of informants a little suspicious of me while conducting the local
resesrch. They were not prepared to divulge much information and in a weeks
time they left for the United States. {Rumouwrs are that they had obtained their
visas through illegal means). Others were cooperative and unterstood what |
was trying fo find out. Nevertheless, it is betieved that the study provided usefu
insights into the causes of Indo-Fijian emigration from Fiji. Each research
technique apptied had ifs own strengths and weaknass, but various applications
increased the validity, credibility and knowledge of the study.

RESEARCH QUESTIONS

| had several questions in mind while formulating the hypothesis for this study.

For example:

Why are mostly Indo-Fijians emigrating from Fiji?

Where are they going?

What ia the volume of Indo-Fijians taking holidays overseas?

Analysing the number of birth, death and marriage news on radics that mention
about relatives overseas.

The impact of 'affirmative action’ programmes on Indo-Fijians.

Criminal activities committed against indo-Fijians.
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The taw and order situation in Fiji.

The velidity of the hypothesis that the ‘exodus of Indo-Fijians will continue’ wil

be tested in Wainasasa.

As this hypothesis is rather broad, a number of more specific hypothesis will be

tested:

+ How did girmifiya tum into settiers, and why did their settloment lead to
discrimination, conflict and racism?

» What is the effect of settiement on the soclal structure, culture and
national identity of the Fijian society?

+ What legal, political, economic and social structures and practices exist
or emerged to regulate migration and settlement?

+ What factors provide opportunities for emigrants In the destination
area?

» How have social networks and other links developed between Fiji and
other areas to, provide Information, means of travel and possibillty of
entry to prospactive emigrants?

* What is the position of former Indo-Fijians in pluralist or multicultural
societies?

s To what extent has migration led to new linkages between Fiji and the

recelving sotieties?
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ARRANGEMENT OF THESIS

The thaesis is divided into six chapters. This chapter has dealt with the purpose,
the reasons and importance of the study, the subject of the study, sources and
the method apptied in the study.

Chapter 2 highlights the theoretical debate on migration. 1 have discussed the
‘Migrations Systems Theory’. The chapter explains the origins and the
characteristics of this approach to migration. There are two bodies of thougnt in
the migratory process. First, the thearies of migration and settlement and second
the theories of ethnic minorities and their position in society. Both the theories
are linked to show that the pattern of emigration from Fiji hag taken such a
direction due to policies adopted by various governments.

Chapter 3 looks the social, economic and political background to emigration. To
understand the contemporary trends in emigration & focus on historical events is
necassary. It discussas the politics of indenture system and the actions of the
colonial government that was largely responsible for making space for Indians in
Fiji. 1t discuses the policies adopled by the Colonial Government a legacy of

which is pushing the Indians out of Fiji.

Chapter 4 discusses in detail the emigration trend in Fijl before and after the

1987 coups. Communal differences are critically analysed to show how it
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confributes to instability In Fiji, thus causing an ethnic dimension in emigration. [t

also discusses the level, direction and somposition of Indo-Fijlan emigration.

Chapter 5 is described as the locel chapter which provides the background to my
study and study area. The theory mentioned in Chapter two is applied to the local
scene to provide the bridge between the global and peneral issues. This
importance of the various categories of emigration: independant migration,

business migrationg, family re-union migration or migrations through marriage.

Finally, in Chapter &, presents the findings of the research, the conclusions and

recommendations arising from this study are explained,
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CHAPTER TWO

INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION AND THE
FORMATION OF ETHNIC GROUPS

INTRODUCTION

International migration is & complex issue. |t is not an individual action for a
person to decide to move in search of better life-chances simply by pulling his or
her roots in the place of origin and quickly becoming assimilated in & new
country. In facl migration and settlement is a long-drawn process, which will not
only affect the migrant's life but affect the subsequent generations too. 1t is more
of a collective action, arising out of social change and affecting the whola society

in both sending and receiving areas.

Quite often the original plans 1o leave are frequently medified or changed as &
result of the experience of migraiion after iiving in another country. Consequenity,
the 'emigrant's intentions at the time of departure are poor predictors of actual
behaviour’ {Casties & Miller, 1998:19). Similarly, for the agents of immigration
{for exampie, the colonial governmenis) there was no plan fo build an ethnically
diverse society a8 it occumed in the case of Fijl. However, for the survival of the
capitalist enterprise labour recruitment and more padicularly settlement policies

often led to the formation of ethnic minorities. These have had far-reaching
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consequences for ‘social relations, public policies, national identity and

international relations’ (Casties & Miler, 1998:19).

Migration atudies is not a specific social-scientific discipline, but rather an inter-
disciplingry field of studies, which uses some aspecis of the theory and
methodology of nearly all the disciplines: economics, sociology, anthropology,
political science, demography, geography and 80 on. This is because the
migratory procass itsalf cannot be neatly divided up into specific companents, but
instead is a lifetong process affeciing every aspect of @ person’s exisience. To
make things even more confusing, each social science has a range of paradigms
{or school of thought) with diffaring ideas on theory, methods, research logic and
objectives of rezearch. In these circumstances, it has not been possible to

develop a generally agreed body of theory and methods.
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MIGRATION SYSTEMS THEORY

Migration systems theory examines migration in the context of broader macro
and micro social processes. The discussion introduces the notion of the
migratory process in which migranis go through a number of stages from
migration decision making through to setllement and formation of ethnic

communities in society.

There are two bodies of thought in the migratory processes: the theories of
migration and settlement and the theories on ethnic minorities and their position
in soclely. The aim of the chapter is to link these two theories together initially by
looking at the concept of the migratory process and then analysing the theories
of ethnicity and racism that leads to an indifferent migration pattern which is the
case in Fiji. This would help explain why migration flows start and why those

flows persist across space and time.

The migration systems theory perspective places emphasis on intemationad
yelations, political economy, collactive action and institutional facters. Thase
linkages can be categorised as ‘state-to-state’ relations and comparisons, mass
culture connections and family and social networks’ (Fawcett and Amold,

1887:458-7).
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The theoretical parspective suggests that migratory movements generally arise
from the exdstence of prior links between sending and recelving countries based
oh colonisation, politcal influence, frade investment or cultural ties. For example,
massive indentured labour migration from India to Fiji is linked to the British
colonial presence on the Indian sub-continent and it colony in Fiji. Similarly, Fiji's
contemporary emigration to Pacific rim countries such as Canada, Australia and
New Zealand is jargely due {0 the fact that these countries have been part of the
British Empire.

The migrations systert approach states that any migratory movement is a result

of interacting ‘macro’ and 'micro’ structures.

The Macro-Structures

Macro-structures refer to large-scale institutional factors such as the political
economy of the world market, interstale relationships and laws and structures
and practices established by the states of sending and receiving countries to

control migration settement.
The indentured migration system was an important macro-structure of the

colonial era that contributed to mags migratory movement of people to different
parts of the world. Under this system, the indentured workers were transported
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‘free’ to various colonies for a specified number of years to serve the capitalist

2CoNomy.

A capitalist sconomy is based on free markats and labour where empiayers and
workers encounter eacht other as free legal subjects, with equal rights to maks a
contract’. Individual liberty is portrayed as one of the great moral achievements
of capitalism. Infernational labour migration is alzo portrayed as a market in
which workers make the free choice to move to the area where they will recaive
the highest income (Boras, 1990:9-18), But in reality this does not happen,
Cohen (1987) makes a valid point that capitalism has made use of both free and

‘unfree’ labourers in svery phase of its development.

Often labour migrants have been unfree workers. They cannot compete under
egual conditions because they are recruited by force or are denied the rights
enjoyed by other workers, Indentured celonial labour recruiiment also involved

bureaucratic confrof that became highly coercive,

The Micro Structures

The micro-structures embrace the networks, practices and beliefs of the migrants
themselves.  In cther words these are informal sacial networks developed by
the immigrants in order to cope with migration and settlement. ‘Informal

networks' include personal relationships, family and household patterns,
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friendship and community ties and mutual help in economic and social matters.
Such links provide vital rescurces for individwals and groups during the
settlement process, which is referred as ‘social capital (Castles and Miller,
1988.24).

Informat networks bind ‘migrants and non-migrants fogether in a complex web of
social roles and interpersonal relationships’ (Boyd 1889:639). He further clarifies
that these bonds hava a double-sided effect: they link migrants with non-migrants
in their areas of origin and also connect settlars with the receiving papulations in
relationships of cooperation, competition and even confiict. According to Boyd
such networks are dynamic cultural responses, which encourage ethnic
community formation and are conducive to the maintenance of transnational

family and group ties.

The rode of family and community is crucial in migration networks. Research on
Asian migration has shown that migration decisions are usually made not by

individuals but by families (Hugo, 1994)%,

Migratory chains are started by external factors and family linkages often provide
both the financial and the cultural capital which make migration possibie. Once a
movemenl is established, the migrants mainty follow a 'beaten path’ (Stahf,
1993), and are helped by relatives and friends already in the area of immigration.

* I late 19608 male tabour nigrants went ¢o New Zeatand to work on farms. ‘This decision was normally
made by the parents and the children and women were expected o obey patriarchal avthority.
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Family networks provide shelter, assistance with bureaucratic procedures and
support in personal difficulties. Obwiously these social networks make the
migratory process safer and more manageable for the migrants and their
families. Migratory movement, once started, becomes self-sustaining sacial

processes (Castles & Miller, 1998:286).

It is normally seen that social networks become complex in character and some
people become facilitators of migration. Harrig, {(1996:132-6) writes that a
‘migration industry’ emerges, consisting of recruitment organisation, lawyers,
agents, smugglers and other middle-people. The migration industry &cts
belween the micro and macro-structures by linking individual activities to the
state and economy that is seen as a ‘maso-structure’. Those involved in these

activities may be helpers or exploiters®.

Migration networks graduaily lead to settiament and community formation in the
immigration area. Migrant groups develop their own social and economic
infrastructure: temples, churches, shops, profassionals like lawyers and dottors
and other services. As fhe length of stay Increases, it becomes difficuit for the
ariginal migrants to return to their homelands becausa their children socialize in a

different environment ard develop bicultural or transcuitural identities.

* Many progpective migrants have been robbed of their savings in many cases - Face fo face program, Radio
Mavirang |7 August, 2000 {Hindi Program}
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The links between immigrant community and ares of origin may persist over
gensrations. Although visits home may decline, familial and cultural links remain.
Normally peopte stay in touch with their area of origin, and may seek mariage
partners there. Migrafion continues along the established chains and may
increase dramatically at a tima of crisis, as was the case efter the 1987 coups in

Fii.

Early migrants from Wainasasa have maintained familial links. The family bond
continues to pull many more from this area. Visils from overseas are widely
advertised in this small community. Arranged marriages are still prevalent
ameng Indians in Fiji and marriages are fegquently artanged overseas. It was
discovered that in crisis situation family members did not hesitate to provide

financial assistance and moral support to those in Fiji.

Economic rejations may start with import of homeland foods and other products
to the immigration ares, and export of manufactured goods In the ofher direction,
leading to nternational business networks, This is clearly evident in the case of
Wainasasa. Farmers are participating in this international business operation.
They export staple Fijian foods like taro and cassava, and Indian vegetables as
well. Not only Indo-Fijians but indigenous Fijians are alsa afe involved in this
business. Particularly the indigenous Fijlan women are seen as benefiting from

exporling river shells (ka/) from this area.
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PROFESSIONAL TRANSIENTS - 'BRAIN DRAIN'

The mobifity of highly qualified personne! is the resuit of the internationalisation of
production, trade and finance. Appleyard {1989; 32) has coinad the phrasa
‘profassional transients, to refer to executive and professionals sent by their
companies to overseas branches or joint ventures, or experis sent overseas by

international organisations,

Findlay {1995:515-21) points out, highly skilled temporary migrants are much
sought after, even in countrias where there is growing hostility to immigration of
lass-skilled people. Skilled migrants are not an issue of public concern, sinca
they are perceived as bringing economic benefits for the receiving countries,
without creating social burdens. Many countries have introduced special entry
reguiations to facilitate skilled migration.

Some migration of qualified personnel is from tess-developed to highly-
developed countries: the so-called ‘brain drain’. For example, there is a great
daemand for nurses in public hospitals in New Zealand. The ‘brain drain' can
represent a serious foss of skilled personnsl and training resources from the
poorer countries. This i3 a drain on the regources of the poorer countries, and
may lead to bottlenecks in supply of skilled personnel. On the other hand, the
remittances of the skilled migrants may be beneficial, and many do return when
opportunities become available, bringing with them new experience and

sometimes additional training.
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Unfortunately many highly skiled migrants find their entry to appropriate
employment in highly developed countries restricted by difficulty in securing
racognition of their qualification, or by discrimination in hiring and promotion
practices. If they fail to get skilled jobs, their migrafion is both a loss to their

countries of origin and a personal disaster.

It is interesting to note from my research that not many emigrants from
Wainasasa migrate as professional fransients. This does not mean that migrants
from Wainasase are not trained and educated. The trend adopted by most
emigrants is to join family members. This shows the strong family bond that
exists within the Indo-Fijian community that has besn responsible for ‘pulling’

others from Fiji,
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Macro-structures in relation to Fiji

European cofonialism gave rise to various types of migration, One was the large
outward movement from India of indentured labour migrants to various British

colonies.

Indentured Workers of Fiii

The introduction of Indians in Flii was in all respects related to the British taking
charge of the islands as a colonial power. Requesls for indian labour by the
planters was rejected several times.® Fiji is one of several British ‘sugar cofonies'

whose modern history has been shaped by indentured plantation labourers from
india. The consequance of this policy has been a segmented sociely where the
descendants of Indian fabourers live afong side indigenous people without much

mixing?,

% Before cession some planters in Fili had tried to obtaln Indian labour. in 1867 F. and W. Hennings made
inquiries of the British Consul in Levuks who replied thal hiz government would be unlikely to agree. In
1870 ancther planter, Nathantel Chel wes refused perrmission by the Government of India to recrui)
labour there, but hwo years later he asked the Cakobsu Government to make a0 official request. This wag
done, a convention being propossd, but in Caloulta an official wrote aboul the Cakebau Government: “The
experiment 18 foo recent and too strange to warrant the Government of India in confiding in subject
“Kakobau Rex” and the Polinesian cotion platers.” The request was politely refused “at present’, but
someone i the Jndia Office penciiled “ever” on his copy {Gillion 1962:3)

7 fn Mauritius, the Indians oday form 70 per cent of the totak In Guyans, 51 par cent and in Fiji 42 per
cent, In Surinam 35 per cent of Indiang form the largest group in & mbxed popwlation, while in Trinldad
their 4G per cent comprise the second lavgest group (Roble 1985:203).
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After the abolition of the slave trade in 1834, the indentured workers became the
main source of plantation labour for the British colonies. Acconding to Potts
{1990:63-103) indentured workers were used in 40 countries by all the major
colonial powers. She estimates that the system involved approximately 37
million workers between 1834 and 1941, when indentureship was finally
abolished. This diaspora constitutes the largest segment of a trade in indentured
labourers, Fili was caught up in this process and received 69,545 individuats

between 1879 and 1916 (Siegal 1985:46).

The organization and cantrol of tha plantation labour force were all designed to
retard mobility of the jabourers. The main advantage of imporied labour was that
it could be relied on. Emigration was impossible while girmitiva was under
indenture but movement began once their contracts expired. They moved where

they could find land to settle.

Settiement

For most 'freed’ Indians the experiance of crossing the ‘kala pani' and living in Fiji

for more than five years led to the modification of their original pians to retum {o

india. This does not mean that they did not refurn, in fact 40 per cent went back

as it appears in Table 2.1 and 2.2,
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There was regular repatriation in every year of the indenture period from 1888 to

1920 except 1894 (plague) and 1917-19 (shortage of ships) see Table 2.1.

TABLE 2.1: DEPARTURES OF INCIANS FROM FJI [TO 1520)

Year Number Year Number
1881 2 1903 515
1882 4 1902 475
1883 2 1903 579
1884 - 1904 366
1885 10 1905 341
1886 9 1906 351
i 62 1607 641
1888 118 1008 693
1859 533 1900 414
1890 149 1910 445
1891 427 1819 708
1842 494 1912 719
1893 573 1913 o2
1894 1087 1914 1256
1895 608 1215 510
1896 584 1948 678
1897 35 1817 -
1888 413 1918 .
1899 3Bl 1918 .
1900 405 1820 4741

Soures: Printed az Appendix J in Fif's indian Migrants {Giikon 1962:217)

Table 2.2 shows that repatrigtion continued after indenture.

TABLE 2.2: INDIAN EMISRATION TRAFFIC

YEAR DEPARTURES
1926 1180
1927 §77
1928 924
1929 546
1630 502
1931 171

Soyrce: Lal, B 1958, Grossing the Kalp Pari Page 326
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Upon completion of indenturs, thare were severat options open to the ‘freed’
girmitiya. They could re-inderture or continue to work for an employer as a free
labourer under the Masters and Sesvants Qrdinance; pay their own way back to
India or be repatriated at the expense of the govemment after tan years of
residence; take up trade or settie on a plot of land  (Gilkion 1962;136).

Almost 60 per cent chose to stay back and meke Fiji their home. One of the
reasons among many was that the government made no real effort fo repatiiate
Troe' indians to Indis. The labourers were needed to work the plantations
established by the CSR Company for the much-needed revenue that the
govemment depended on. When the Indians resisted working for the oppressive
CSR Company, it distributed farm-lots to individugls so the Indians could work

indapendenily yet be bound to sell their sugar to the company,

Thea development of the Wainasasa community is traced fo this period. Fourteen
girmitiva became independent farmers whose descerxdants now occupy most of
the aren. With the increase in family size and the rige in nuclear family pattern,
the land is divided into farm-ots. Only three of this subdivided land has been
sold to outsidars atter emigration of whole families, Now three indigenous Fifian
families live side by side with indo-Fijlans with virtually no tension batween them.
The rest of the tand is sthl occupied by the chifdren of girmitiva. Two properfies

ramnain deserted and the owners live overseas. (See Appendix 2)
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The Indians settled in Fiji because the colonial government made every effort to
retain the Indians. They felt that ‘the cost of repairiation was a heavy burden on
the colony and therefore, tried on several occasions to restrict the right’ {Gillion
1962:191). In 1889, the government advertised that the return passages right
could be exchanged for a lease of up to five acres of land and goods to the value

of twelve pounds per adult and six pounds per child' {Gillion 1962;139).

Later the Government established an Indian Seftiement Fund to assist the
Indians acquire land. This gave some Indians more incentive to stay on. By
1918, the government played a negotiator's role by liaising with the native Fijians
to obtain leases for the indians. Attractions of this nature were helpful for the
land-less, insecure peasants of India and therefore the majority made Fiji their

home.

Another reason why they stayed back was because the contract of indenture
itself was designed to retain the Indians in Fiji. The immigrants were entitled to a
free passage back home only after ten years of residence in Fiji. Their wages
were %00 little to save for the return fares®, Gillion writes that those with additional
jobs (for example, Brahmins with priestly work) couid afford to pay their passage
back after completion of indenture, After ten year of residence many shared
experiences that gave a common bond. The ‘roots reach deep in earth’ after

such a length time it bacame foo difficult for many fo puli out.
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Policy determined that one woman was to accompany 4 men on each voyage.
The Indiang were expected to form relationships, raise families and settle
permanently in Fiji and confinua fo serve the capitalist enferprise as [abourers.
Naturally, many had married in Fij, and most of these marriages were across
caste boundaries. The Indians knew that it would be difficult to secura
acceptance in their traditional caste-laden villages in India, so they stayed on in

Fiji.

For the women who had escaped patriarchy in India, their shortage increased
their demand in Fiji, apparently widowed and divorced women received a better
audience in Fiji 50 chose to remain in Fiji. Others who had experience of floods
and famines of the vast indian continent, loved the greenery and the good
tropical weather and made Fiji their home. Few may have delayed their trips and
so time passed. Al in all the moast important reason why they settled in Fiji was
that, that there was a govemment that was offering opporfunitises entrenched by a
promise by the Secretary of State for the Colonies, Lord Safisbury who said in

1875

Indian setifers who have completed the lerms of
senvice fo which they agreed, as the return for the
axpanse of bringing them to the Colonies, will be in alf
respecls free men, with priviisges no whit inferior fo
those of any other class of Her Majesty's subjects
resident in the Colonies.

{Cifed in Lal 1992;18)

® Nfen raceived 10 pence and women 9 pance for a day's work. {See Gillion for details)
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The Fijiang no longer were the only inhabitants of the islands, they wera now
joined by thousands of Indian immigrants whose service as indentured servants
entitled them to permanent residence in Fiji. Like the Deed of Cession, the
Indians believed that the statement by Lord Safisbury wes a ‘charter of right’ in

their new home,

Once they decided to stay, the Indians ware encouraged to setde in cane
producing areas o continue their work as labourers for the sugar indusiry while
the Fijians remained in the villages so that their land could be ulilized without
‘distwrbance’. The settiement pattamn did not bring the major races any closer but
further separated them. The segregation coupled with a separate linguistic and
cuitursi identity distanced the Indian from the indigenous population.

Colonial policies which ensured economic and political control also fostered other
identities such as ethnicity and loyally to region, thus solutions o one set of

prottemns had planted the saeds of another in contemporary Fiji.

Cultural differences serve as ethnic boundaries. They serve to play a central role
in community formation when ethnic groups ciuster together to establish their
own neighbourhoods. These same neighbourhoods are seen as a threat to the
dominant culture and national identity. On the one hand culture is seen as a

source of identity but it is also a cause of exclusion and discrimivation. In Fiji
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Indian culture became highly politicised and become an issue in exchisionary

practices against them.

The patemnalistic freatment of indigencus Fijians meant that they had a very
cordial relationship with the Eurppeans. But the Indians did not have the same
audience and (ost their fzzat (honour) during the rigours of girmif. They believed

honour could be restored through peiitical rights.

The Indian demand for political rights in return for their contribution to the
economy of the colony meant that the Indians were not accorded the same

alliance as the Fijians. A British official in 1542 said:

The Indian is disfiked and feared by Eurcpeans
principally because he is polifically conscious and is
aiming at placing himself on a level with Eurcpeans
and Js aiming al placing himself on a level with
Europeans. The Fijians are superficially a much more
atfraclive people....and the position of Europeans
towards them is roughly tha! of the guardians of
gllractive, promising but not yet fully developed
chiidren.

{Tinker 1959:3)

These sterectypes were re-enforced when the Japanese weare advancing during
the second World War. Fifians responded eagerly to the British call to arms.
indo-Fijians also offered to enlfist but only if the pay and conditions were the
same as for Europeans. The collective nature of Fijlan soclety provided

adequate care for their dependants. Indo-Fijians had no such safety-neil.
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Their demand was tumed down, and they remained virtually bound to their plots.
But the sugar workers were affected by war-time prices and they demanded
higher pay. When the CSR and the goverment refused in 1943, the
confrontation caused the sugar crops to rot in the canefieids, The Indo-Fljians
gained nothing except the iabel of Heing ‘untrustworthy' and ‘disloyal,
Significantly it also led to the Roval Fiji Mifitary Forces becoming a Fijian
preserve. The image of ‘disloyally’ still hounds the Indo-Fijians even after the
turn of the century.

However, many Indo-Fijians were recruited as 'labour battalions'’. The Indo-
Fijians wera not prepared fight for the British Empire for & petly pay which had
dumped them across the kala pani', but they were ready to protect their maatra

biiumi (birthplace), Fiji. But the war never reached Fiji.

When the war ended, the European-Fijian afliance prospered. Not ali Fijians but
the chiefs won a permanent place within the Filian administration. They also
tied to consolidate their monopoly on education. Europeans likéewise,
progpered, diverting much of the cofonial development aid towards infra-
structural developments linked with tourism investment (Robie 1989:207).

This development pulled many Fifians away from their villages and they became
the wage eaming ciass in the modern Fiji. More were pulied away in the mid-
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19508 with urban developments that saw the rise of industries. Most chiafs
feared they were beginning to lose their traditional hold over people, ang of
course would have to distribute more of their land rental ingome to commoner

Fijians.

The Indo-Fijian and ethnic Fijian wage earning class came together as trade
union movement when a major multiracial strike broke out in 1959. The colenial
state ¢crushed the new union movement with the assistance of businessrmen and
chiefs and set up racially divided unions. 'Race’ again was a factor used fo
divide. Some of the strike leaders (Apisai Tora) became the key figure afier the

military coups in 1387,

The three coups are usually explained in racial term, leading to the conclusion
that the mass exodus of the Indo-Fijian poputation is more a 'Fijian problem than
a racial probtem’. According to Professor Yash Ghai, & constitutionat advisor on

South Pacific affairs:

The way ta interpret the 1987 coups is pot in termns of
race bul in terms of the Fijian chiefly elife versus
Fifian workers.

{Cited in Robie 1989:262)

Robertson and Tamanisau argue 7 Fllans are marginglised, they wera

matginalised during Fiflan rule (1989:1). For the Fijian economic problems,
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Indians became the scapegoat, despite the fact that trans-national business and
not Indians dominated the country's economic sectors (Mbid:44). The vast
majority were working class or cane farmers with Income roughly equai to their

Fijlans cotnterparts (ibid: 1).

Despite Indian presence for over 120 years, they have failed to assimilate with
others. Indo-Fijians are considered as alien (vilagi) and unwelcome. Most of

all, some Fijians feet they hava been accommodating Indians all these years.

It appears that accommodation was a feature of indian relations with Fijians in
the past and at present. Indo-Fijians respect the importance of maintenance of
paramountcy of Filian inferests because of low level of protest and resistance
and an overwhelming desire for retum to normal life after political crisis after
1987 and 2000 coups. This explains why immediately after the coups a kind of
fatalism enveloped many Indo-Fijians, they talked not of struggle, but of

emigration.

South Pacific Work Permit Scheme

The people from the Pacific mainly emigrate permanently to the Pacific-rim

developed countries of Austratia, New Zenland, Canada and the United States of
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America. For the Fijian emigrants during the 1970s and 1980s, Australia and
New Zealand have been the main countries of destination (Connell 1988;

Bedford and Gibson 1986).

Bedford {1988:183) maintains that 'a distinctive dimension to population
movement between Fiji and New Zealand since the early 1960s has been a
ternporary work-permit scheme' called the South Pacific Work Permit Scheme.
Bedford noted that the military coups of 1987 dramatically changed the
emigration pattern in Fiji. There was a sharp rige in the demand for permanent
and visitors visas from the Indo-Fijiang. Thete was danger of people cheating
the South Pacific Work Permit Scheme and the New Zealand immigration
officials shetved the scheme for Fili in September 1987 efter the second military

coup {Braka 1983:177).

The exposure 1o Indo-Fijians to New Zealand with the implementation of the
government to government level ‘'macro-structure' of South Pacific Work Permit
Scheme' was important in relation to the contemporary emigration trend. (This Is
further discussed in the next chapter).

Ancther short-term Jabour scheme was implemeantad in New Zealand dusing the
1980s arose from the demand for ‘halal’ slaughter in the meaat industry,
Deavelopment of lamb export markets in the Middle East was conlingent upen
certain slaughiering procedures being performed by practising Muslims.
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Problems were encountered in arranging suitable lranian fabouwr and the
proximity to New Zesland of a sizable supply of willing and acceptable Musiim
workers made the seasonal employment of Muslim Fijt Indians a practicat

solution (Levick & Bedford, 1988:15).
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Maso-Structure

After the coups of 1987 and 2000 there has been a growing number of
advertisemants in the jocal dailies who offer to assist individuals to essist in
migration matters. A ‘migration industry’ has emerged, consisting of recruitment
organisation, lawyers, agents, smugglers and other middle-people. Such an

advertisement is shown below,

NEW ZEAL AND
IMMIGRATION CONSULTANTS LTD

To those persons with good educational
qualificatfons or businesgs skills interested in
emigrating.

Ron Moncur will be visiting Fiji and
avaitable for appointments at the Hotels
and only during those dates stated
below.

Sheraton (Fiji) Resort
13 to 20 April
Telephone 750 777

Grand Eastern Hotel, Labasa
21*.26™ Apnil
Telephone: 811 022
Po Box 138, Weatpark, Auckiand
New Zealand
Tele/Fax.64 9 416 9192
E-mall: nzic@topservice.com
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Micro Structures in refation to Fiji

The micro social structures involve the family, friendship and community

networks.

‘Chain migration’ especially in relation to family migration has been very
important for Indo-Fijians. Family members have eagerly been sponsored. In
some cases convenience mamiages have been secretly arranged sometimes
within the family for even with individuals of different ethnic groups. In a few
cases, large sums of money have baen deposited to enable family members to
emigrate on business grounds (personal knowledge}. Family members overseas
have also assisted students as boarders. Family members have consistently

arranged job offer letters.

Sort-term skilled migranis also want to other Pacific Islands as labour migrants.
These temporary emigrants did not come under a bureaucracy and couid be
categorised as a micro-structure. Most of these labourers returmed home, but

few did become permanent settiers.

Community networks have involved mostly the migration of religious preachers

6.Q. priests, where petitions have been sent to embassies that they are required

by the re-settied communities.
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Summary

Macro and micro-structures are linkad at all levels. during the migratory process,
it is very important to realise the distinctions between the various types of
migrations, Lzbour migrants, pemnanent selfters and refugees move under
different conditions and have varying motivations.

Coloniatism, industrislization and integration into the world economy destroy
traditions) forms of production and social relations and Jead to reshaping of
nations and stales, Such societal changes lead both to economically motivated
migration and to pefitically motivated flight (Castles & Miller, 1998:29). Itis easy
to relate the two bodies of thought (migration and settlement) in the case of Fiji.

While the macro-structure of indentured migration led to settlement of the
majority of the emigrants, very few labourers of shori-term South Pacific Work
Permit Scheme setlled in New Zealand. But the SPWP$ provided the finance o
hundred of Indo-Fijians 1o settle elsewhere which built the micro-structure and is

now puling thousands Indo-Fijians as ‘chain’ migrants.

The next chapter discusses the social, economic and political background fo

emigration. Post and pre-coup emigration trend is discussed.
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CHAPTER THREE

SOCIAL, ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL BACKGROUND TO
EMIGRATION FROM FlJl

INTRODUCTION

In this chapter 1 will analyse the relevance of migration theory in the context of
Fiji. The fast chapter deait in some detail with the theoretical dimensions of the

concept of migration.

Various approaches have been taken by scholars of different disciplines to
describe and analyze migration patterns in Fifi. By considering their efforts a
better understanding may be gained of the usefulness of this perspective, that is

its strengths and weaknesses.
In discussing these works | will put forward my own interpretation of materials

used by them, emphasizing the need o understand Indo-Fijian emigration

considering soctal, cultural, economic and political factors affecting them in Fijl.
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FI) LOSSES THROUGH EMIGRATION

Scholars who have utiized the concept of emigration to explain dynamic
population changes in Fiji may be grouped into three categories. The first
category would include such names as Jones and Connell. They sludied

amigration prior to the 1987 coups.

The second category would include names like Geddes, Bedford, Forsyth, Chetty
and Prasad and Naidu. These scholars have studied post-coup emigration from

Fiji.

The third category that contributed to the literature on migration from Fiji includes
studies of Fijlan emigrants in their new homes. Buchignani studied the process
of Fijian migration to Canada and their experience in the host society. Ancther
work on host sociely was done in Austrafia. The Australian Bureau of
Irmimigration Multicutural and Population Research Committee compiled a

community profite on Fiji born people.
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PRE-COUP EMIGRATION

in Fiji, emigration has not received the scholarly attention that it has received in
other countries. Nor has it been a concemn for the different governments. Fijian
govemments have taken an indifferent attitude towards emigration, that is neither

they are promoling it or stopping it.

Perhaps the governments’ silence could be viewed considering the
unemployment situation in the 1860s and 1980s. Duwring these decades a
stagnant economic environment was unable to absorb the constant stream of
graduates and skilled personngl vying to join the workforce®, Consequently in
1984, the Fii Empioyment and Development Mission (1984 31.37)
recommended to the ruling Alliance Govemment that it suppost a given level of
migration across alf occupational groups. Emigration was to help siphan off a
considerable part of the already empioyed labour force and make space for the

new entrants in the [abour market.

Another reason for the governments' silence on emigration could be that, it was
concentrating on indigenous Fijian development and since the most who

emigrated were Indo-Fijians, it was not a concern for the government. indo-Fijian

* Youth unemplayment i urban sreas was as high ag 25 per sont {Cameron 1987 ‘Fiji: The Poliical
Economy of Recent Events' in Capitad & Class 33 (Winker): 20-45)
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amigration helpsd to fill in vacant positions in public and private sectors by

indigenous Fijians.

Jones camed out the first detailed academic study on emigration from Fiji in
1976. She used migration cards to manually analyze aspects of emigration f©
complete & major research paper for her Bachelor of Arts degree at the
University of the South Pacific, She sought to explain the causes of migration in

relation to their age and ethnicity {Jones 1976:1)

In a significant finding Jones reported that the majorily of emigrants were ndo-
Fijians (Jones 1976:28) and about one-half of the emigrants origingted from
Suva, the capital (Jones 1976:22). Jones found that emigration 'take-off was
belween 1966-1968, the average annual net migration (difference between
arvais/depariures of residents) rising to 855 (Jones 1576:9). The rate of
emigration increased sharply, immediately after independence reaching a peak in
1975. Jones also found that the majority of emigrants were youny, sither young

married couples, students or the children of older migrants {Jones 1976:21).

Jones (1976:7) discovered that:

The most noticeable frend with regard to volume of
mugralfon is the sleady increase, especiglly since
1968, residents leaving the country and returning.
The greater mabilify is undoubledly refated fo higher
socio-economic standards of living and thersfore the
financial means of fravel. Greater knowladge of the
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world outside.  Fiji through modem means of
cotmmunication has &lso awakened in many people
the desire lo lrevel People are thus more awarg of
opportunities for more permanent migration. Most
residents, however, were fravefling abroad, probably
for the purpose of education, business or vacation but
retuming at the end of the year.

Bedford's (1988.183) siudy showed that ‘s distinctive dimension to population
movement between Fifi and New Zealand since the eardy 1960s has been &
termporary work-permit scheme called the 'South Pacific Work Permit Scheme’.
This scheme was an arrangement betwean the New Zealand and Fiii
Govemnments. The Fijian authorities requested that the following restrictions be

imposed:

% The workers were restricted to employment in rural areas
+ Work permifs were issued for a maximum of four months
% Workers were required to spend 12 months back in Fiji before qualifying for

another period of temporary employment

Bedford says that the primary concern of the Fiji Department of Labour was that
workers should be encouragad to save as much of their earnings in New Zealand
as possible. A short period of employment in a rnral environment was
considered to be much more conducive to a lengthy period of work in town. In
order to spread the opportunity for earning much higher wages than those paid in

Fiji and to prevent undue disruptions caused by absences from family and other
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responsibilities in rural communities, the pericd of work in New Zealand was to

be kept short.

The responsibility of selecting workers to go to New Zealand under the terms of
the scheme lay with the Department of Labour in Suva. Workers were sexpected
to bring back money for investment In housing, village warks projects, business
ventures and education. While Jones found out in her analysis that most
emigrants ware ‘refuming af the end of the year’ she completely forgets about the
large number of short-temn labour migrants who were also returning home afier
the completion of thelr term.  She only says that those relurning to Fii went for

the purpose of educalion, business or as tourists’

Hundreds of emigrates from Flli were emigrating as short-term labour rnigrants
under the Soulh FPacific Work Permit Scheme. Most of whom wore indo-Fijians.
However, she noted that the year 1968 'marked the beginning of the high rate of
indian smigration’ (Jones 1976:8). Levick and Bedford (1982:14) wrote in their

paper ‘Fiji Labour Migration to New Zealand’:

The only country from which workers have come
consistently lo work on coniract to New Zesland
under the terms of the South Pacific Work Permit
Schame, is Fijii. One reason for this can bae found in
the tradition of empioyment in rural areas rather than
towns which has differentiated schemss deveioped
for Fijians and Fiji Indians since the lale 1960’s,
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Jones' analysis that *the greatar mobiilly Is undoubtedly refated lo higher socio-
sconomic standards of living and thersfore the financial means of fravel' is not
true for most early Irdo-Fijian emigrants. Both aconomically and politically this

was a difficult period for them.

1t is very inferesting to note from Jones' analysis that most of the emigrants
originated from the eastern part of Viti Levu. ‘Nausori has provided by far the
largest number of Indian emigrants' in late 1980s and early 1970s' (Jones
1976:31). In Waingsass, not a single household was left that did not send a
young man to work in New Zealand. Chapter five of this thesis records the
aconomic difficulties the Indo-Fijian communily was facing during that period that

was the major 'push’ factor in their emigration,

At this point it is necessary to discuss why sconomic hardships arose that
caused a large scale movement of people. | will particularly focus on economic
and political conditions in Nausori area o argue that most Indo-Fijian emigrants
were not emigrating for the purpose of business and tourism as stated by Jones

but were emigrating as a result of the economic and pofitical insecurities.
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Economic Conditions

From 1880 until 1959 the most important economic activity on the eastern part of
Fiji was sugar production, At the request of the Governor Gordon the Colonial
Sugar Refining Company of Australia (CSR) established its first large mill on the
banks on the Rewa Riverin 1881. This saw the establishment of Mausori town,

approximately 15 kilometres from the capital city Suva.

The CSR and the growers constituted the sugar industry in Fiji. From 1883 sugar
became Fiji's main export. Consequently the CSR controlled the industry from
1882 o 1973 and there was litle government supervision or participation except
through the taxes. The government was so dependent on the company that a
governor wrote to the Colonial Secretary in 1920, that ‘over half Fifi hangs in the
shadow of the company' {Robie 1989; 204},

The mariage between the company and government was described by the
labourars as ‘a tyrannical sasy’ {mother-indaw) for the CSR and 'dutifit bafns
(daughter-in-law) for the colonial government. [t is a traditional Indian sentiment
that sasu {sas} and bahu (patoh) are meant to be at loggaerheads. Rarely would
they come together. But if they do come together, they will destroy the
housshold'®. This rare occasion arose under the system of indenture. The
indians believed thal the government and the company came fogether and

destroyad the Indian community,

" This concept is displayed in an Indian saying "Sas pavok jab ek hoi jae hai 1o ghar barbod kar de hat'
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Writers on the indenture system in Fiji, K.L Gillion (1982), Hugh Tinker {1874),
Vijay Naidu (1979), Ahmed Al (1979) and Waltar Gill (1979) all agreed on its
hargshness and one need not give here langthy details about the nature of the

evil,

The plantation system represented a complete breakdown of the indian value
system. There was a high rate of sexual viclence and other brutality, disrupted
family life and suickles. The abuses that had crept in during indenture remained
urchecked and the colonial government turmed & blind eye to the labourer's
plight.  The labourers had emigrated from India in order to imprave their
sconomic and social conditions. They had hoped to do this within the context of

their traditional values, especially within their religion.

Religious marriage is an important stabilizing factor in Indian society, this was not
recognized by the authorities. The policy of recniiting thirty women to every
" hundred men did not necessarily mean that the minimum quota was fuffilled. The
disproportion between the sexes became one of the major causes of conflict.
Single men lived alongside married couples in cramped barracks in sugar
plantations. Their rooms measured 1en faet by seven feet rooms with partitions
reaching three-quarters of the way to the ceiling. Labour conditions were harsh
and excessive tasking led to the general breakdown in social conditions of

labourers.

The girmitive had littke alternative but to satisfy the demand of the employers, As

Indo-Fijizn labourers ended their girmit contracts, they were no longer prepared
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to work for the Company. The sugar plantatione were eventuaity carved up into
plots leaged by Indo-Fiitan small planters, But they remained dependent as thay

were forced ko sell their cane fo the CSR on company terms.

In the 1930s Fiji was beset by drought and economic difficulties brought about by
the Great Depression, Many farmers incurred a lot of debt during this period and
struggled to survive. The sugar industry once again came under threat as the
second World War approached. For the Indo-Fijians, the war was a turning point
as their visions widened economically and their expectations increased. They
reglised that cash income could be obtained in other employment as well,

howaver sugar cultivation remained as a dominant income earmer.

Under these difficult conditions there were talks of closure of the sugar mill after
the second world war ended.  Officials believed that excessive rain made the
south eastern part of Vili Levis no longer viable for the suger Industry. The CSR
finally dld close its Nausorl mill in 1959 without giving much regard to the
hundreds of people who depended so much on the sugar industry.

Sugar production was the ‘life and blood” for the Indo-Fijians and the mill's
closure spread havoc in the community. Most peopie were still in debt at that
time. The insecurity of their ancestors, weighed upon the first generation of
Indians as well. it was this desperate economic condition that was the major

‘push’ factor which saw the large-scale emigration of Inde-Fijians in the 1960's.
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Certainly there may have been few who could have emigrated due to higher
socio-economic standards as Jones says, but most of my respondents informed
me that they borrowed money from money-lenders to emigrate in search of work.
The macro-sfructure of SPVWPS of New Zealand provided such an opportunity for
thousands of young Indo-Fijian males. For the children of gimifiva this intial

movement became an impartant feature of contemporary emigration from Fiji.

Political Dimension

indo-Fijian emigration did not only begin as a result of economic insecurity but
politics also affected their life. Politically the 1960s was an important pesiod for
them. Consiitutional changes during this period, which eventually led to
independence for Fiji in 1970, were marked by lhe continual defeat of indian
claims for greater representation in pariiament and elections based on common

roll,

in 1968, a new constitution was introduced by the British in Fiji. 1 provided for &
ministerial form of government, with an almost wholly elacted Legislative council.
The British had adopted a system of communal rolls that meant to divide the
people into separate efeclorales on the hasis of their ethnic groups. The division

imposed by the native policy was now legally entrenched in the new constitution,
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Although numerically the Indian population was more, the British regarded the
electoral system of separate communal electoral for the different ethnic groups

with an indigencus advantage as vital.

1970 Constilution

After exactly 96 years of British rule, Fifi became independent on 10 Oclober
1970 and inherited the British paniamentary system of govemment. The 1970
constitution was accepted through compromises and dialogue after a prolonged
discussion in London. The Queen was the head of state, who was represented
by a Governor General. The legislature consisted of a Senate and a 52 member

House of Representatives. (See figure 3.1)

While departing the colonial government fuffilled its promise of paramountcy of
indigenous interests as promised by Sir Mercules Robinson, by leaving Fiji in
Fijian hands. The constitufion recognized the special position of indigenous
Fijlans especially In regards to land and fishing rights. Any laws regarding
indigenous rights would require the vole of three quarters of the members of the

House of Representatives and the Senate.
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As for the indo-Fijians, who had been brought initially as indentured labourers but
with the promises of 'enjoyment of equal rights’, under the Salisbury dispatch,
their future was iransferred without any spedial legal provisions.

Fellowing the system of communal elactoral roll before independence, the same
pattern continued after independence, Under this condition, it was absolutely
impossible {6 achisve a reasonable basis for reprasentation based on majority
rule. But the British in the guise of protecting the Fiiian interesis carmied it out.
The indian demand for ‘common roll' - one man one vote, since 1929 - was
rejected based on the fear that the numerically and economically strong Indians
may dominate. Thus ultimately the Indians had to accept the system of

communal role in erder to allay the Fijian fears of indian domination.

Representation was under a rigid commung! electoral system that assured the
Fijians 22 seats, the Indo-Fijlans 22 seats and others & Fijian interests were
protacted particularly when the membership of the Sensate was made up to 22
membsrs appointed by the Govemnor General: & on the advice of the Governar
General, 7 on the advice of the Prima Minister, & on the advice of the Leader of

Opposition and 1 on tha advice of Coungil of Rotuma. (Sea figure 3.1)
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Figure 3.1: House of Reprasentatives under the 1970 Constitution

Queen of England
(Flead of State of Fiji)
Governor Geperal

{Queen's Local Rep.}
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Parity’ of ethnic representation under the constitution was outweighed Dy
defence of Fijians interests. Therefore, parity did not mean equality but the Indo-
Fijians co-operated with ethnic Fijians to create a stable society. A Minority
rights Group researcher Naresha Duraiswamy expleined why the Indian
dominated National Federation Party compromised at the Marlborough House
Conference in London during the independence talks ({Reprinted in Robie

1989:209).

The Indians, who were very active in the movement
for independence, settiad for the communal rolls and
weighied representation favouring the nalives in
return for stabifily and a chance fo protect (heir
inferests through Westminster-style politics, The
nafive Fifians, anxious fo avold the fale that befelf
marty other indigenous peopla of the Pacific and the
New Workd, were salisfied at the constitutional
arrangements which safeguarded thelr interests in the
elacioral sysfermn and in the ownership of land.

After independence the ruling Aliance party vigorously concentrated on
indigenous Fijian development. The Indo-Fijlan community felt disenchanted
with the logic of a communal electoral system and felt excluded and marginalised
in national decision making process of the country, The leading figures in the
Indian Alliance, Sir Vijay Singh, James Shankar Singh, MT Khan and others lefl
the party, complaining of ‘step brotherly approacty. Former Afflance minister,
James Shankar Singh {The Fiji Tirnes, 18 January 1982) bluntly said:
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It Is my sad experience throughout the existence of
the parfy that Indian Alliance leaders and members
have merely heen made lools or vehicles of
convenienca by the party leader, and once the
general election is over and Ralu Sir Kamisese
{Mara} convenienty seafed in the Prime Minister's
chair, ha treats them like a bunch of coolies.

Indo-Fijians at that time were aiso coming fo terms with the calls by the
nationalist politician, Sakiasi Butadroka, to repatriate Indians to India. They were
reviewing the cases of anti-indian legislation in Uganda which eventually led to
their expulsion. The Indians in Fiji were asking whether this could happen here,
The fear of insecurify was creeping in and those who could escape ware moving

for a better future for their children.

Jones also notes the large~scale migration of Europeans and says ‘whether or
not the fear of Indian demands (for independence) caused the large-scale
exodus of Europeans that year, is difficult fo determine’ (Jonss 1978:11). If
Jones' analysis is correct than the European fear and their consequent flight from
Fiji may have been cansidered by the British when they decided o pass power

into native Fijlan hands.

The Indians in Fiji had expected indepandence would provide them with equality
British colonialism had promised and denied. Independence they believed would
grant them the position colonialism had denied them as & community. They were

mistaken. However, the 1970 constitution guaranteed free and unimpeded
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movement of Fiji citizens and Jones proved her point with statistica when she
said (1976:12-13):

In 1987, in which indspendence was approved by the
Greaf Council of Chiefs, marked the beginning of
considerabig Indian movement which is today one of
the most outslanding characteristics of the cumrent
patiern of migration.

The following articie shows that the economic and poaiitical situation was so
difficult in the 1980s that people tried to emigrate through whichever means they
could find.  In this unusual case, a woman tried to escape to England. Normalty
Indian women are not so mobile and the conditions certainly may have been hard

within which she decided fo move.

Source: Fiji Times, 7 July 1965

FIH-INDIAN GIRL DEPORYTED

An Indian girf from Fifi was deported from Britain yesterday
fess than 24 hours after she had anived af Southampton,

The girl, Miss Sashi Kara, arrived af Southampton in the Shew
Savill imer Northern Star and was refused permission fo land.
She spant the night on bosrd the Norhern Siar, under guerd,
and was taken by immigration offficers to London Alrport to calch
a fight home. The immigrafion authodtles at Southamplon
refused to disclose why Miss Kara had been refused parmission
o land, Laler @ Home Office spokesmen said i was bevause
she did not qualify for residente in Brifain.
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The sacond study on Fiji's emigration was undertaken by Connrell in 1585 prior to
the 1987 coups was part of a wider study of ‘Migration, Employment and
Development in the South Pacific’. Connell's work trought inta focus the
historical discussion of emigration. While he has discussed Pacific migration
patterns very widely in his writings he raised an important point that Indo-Fijians
were also going to far away places fike United States and Canada. Conneft

{1985:48) wrote:

For more than a dacade, emigration from Fiji has had
enormous significance and especially the emigration
of Indians mainly fo North America {[primarly lo
Canada)

Jones had already idenfified the direction when she analysed the 1575

emigration data. She said {1976:44);

It is rather surprising lo notice that the countries of
greatest immigration ars thoss which are furthest from
Flii, both geagraphically and culturally. However, both
Canada and the United Slates siready have
comparatively large populations and an expanding
economy which is biy enough to absorb large number
of immigrants. Australia and New Zealand and other
Pacific Isiands, though closer peographically and
culturally, offer fewer occupational opportunities, and
world alse seem 1o have more stringent immigration
laws.......... Almost three quarters of the migrants
were Indians... Afthough age data was not avaifable,
a fairly balanced sex refion would lend to indicete
movement of marmed people and families, especiafly
lo Canada.
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i further argue that the exposure of Indians to the shori-term labour migration to
New Zealand and in some cases Australia provided the financial means to travel
to Canada and the United Stales. There are two reasons for the change in
destination.  First, immigration espacially to New Zealand became a critical
political issue in 1975. (This is further discussed later). Second, the short-term
labour scheme became highly corrupt as shown in the following arlicle.
Therefore, it was easier to go Canada and the United States who ware apenly

welcoming emigrants.

Source: Fiji Times, 16 July 1965
FORGED PASSPORTS IN NEW ZEALAND

Diewran Chand {30 Raim Pal), aged 24, uied a forged passpunt to get lato Now Zealand becausce hiv wite
and chitd were dhere, the Acting, Sendor Magistrase {(Mr Mot Toram) was k) yosterday st the Sue
Cuurl. Nupwyun Sarw (/a Vel tobd Vo cawrt dhat o had syed o lprged passypory io bl beesuse ba was
e Tove wilh n gl in New Zealand. The men were charged with being in poasession of forged prssponts Afr
Tikaran fined them thirgy powndy each, dofelt teo months’ gool, aend ordered fheat ta pay cne pord coais, It
deferrdr seven dmy. They were edso hound over B the s of o Dunsetred pounds for fae vears, i defill tree
reonihs, 1 repeat of Chand, who plesded guilly, Trepoctor Pucan said that in 4961 Die werd bo How Zcatand,
Hoving, spant thtec months there, he came back to Fiji in (962, Tn 1962 e went back 1o Mew Zealmd and
remained theze 1itl this yeor.

CAUGHT AND DEPORTED e had stayed in Mew Zealaimd ddmost two yeacs afier big pomil expived  He
was enughl and departed e Fiji an January 1€, Between boreh | oand March 9, Chad et aoome of Ris
friendennd wocived informotion thal & cerlym o working ol Bums Malps - who had since boen dealt with by
Mr Tikaram - aanged fes landing pennits on payment of five pounds e 1en pounds. He wont vo this cerk, sid
Tnspeetor Poran, wnd gave bim bis passporl 1o wos wld 6 retum in theoo or four days,

ENTRY YISA When he calied bacl: he reoeived his prsspart. On e sevonth page be save o visn for eniry inn
Mew Zeabuxl, which was endorsed. Tnspector Purun said that Chand kiww e geventh page did nat belong 1o
tho passper. He wlao knew that he had oversinyed his Lime in Mow Zowlond. Ho had been mde avre thal be
wonld mel e pranted a permit for Mew Zeslond Chand profuced the pissport at Madi and wend 1o Mew
Zealond. On his amival in Now Zeoland it was agoopted = genuino, Chand amived ook in the calony on
Tueadny, said Inrpector Puran,

SENTENCED 1M NZ. Chand wld the coun he was seaienced to » monsh in Mew Zeslond nnd was ordercd 1o
b deported, Inspestor Puran said the sontenco Foe the offencs wes n fing ot oxcoeding we huwidred pounds,
Chand said ho vweas imarried in December Inst yoar and vas deported laal January. When he waz doparied the
ot krtew be was married. e snid his wite was patt-Bueopean sod pact-Meoti,. They hed a child.

MAIN REASON Answerlng e Magieiratle, Chand stid his main tenson for goimg back to Mow Zealand whs
bocniiss bis Wik and ohild were theve. Whila he was in Meve Zeatand he supponied his wife and clitd. He
pakodd 10 ba fined . He said o hed not applied for hia wils to como bo Fiji snd br Tikaom told him that this was
it praper thing ta do Hiz paseport had cost im Svo pounds,  Scmienving Mins, Mr Tikaram seid Cliard had 2
detirt to et hig wilk mnd ohikd.

GREAT TEMPTATION 1 mwst have heen p great irsptation k0 him 1o obisin a passport with 2 iise permil
fet five petnds, he said. On the athor hand, he was
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Connell also discussed the significant skills losses from emigration surveying the

consequences of movaments, Connell (1985:53) says:

The maost slriking conclusion on the impact of
intermational migration from Fiji is that # constituted a
vary substantial skilt and brain drain.

Jones (1976;50) as well discussed the depletion on the ground of skilled

category, but she admits that;

The skilled calegories cross-cut several old ones, eg.
No. 4 sales workers inciudes top lavel managemeni
personnel as well as persons who are semi-skilled or
unskilfed. The same apples fo No. 6 agricuftural
workers which includes highly trained agricultural
sgientists as well as subsistence farmers. Thus in
some rospects it will be difficull to determine as
precisely as with the former categories, various lavels
of skifled manpower... ...

in regards to skilled emigration of Indo-Fijians in 1960s and garly 1670s, | would
place them as construclion workers, mechanics, ordinaty office workers, drivers
otc. without specialisad training. During this time not many Indo-Fijians were
highly educated to cause & ‘draln drain’ in Fiji. As Jonegs has noted there was a
larga number of Europesns who wera also emigrating &t that time.  Conneil's
analysis on ‘brain drain’ would have included these Europeans. Those Indo-
Fijians who were highly aducated would not have considered emigrating because
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they were filing in the posts vacated by Eurcpeans. ‘Brain drain’ in relation to
Indo-Fijians, appaars to have actually started in late 1970s and early 1880s. By
this time many Indo-Filiang were highly educated and they were becoming
sensitive to the calls by naticnalist to repairiate Indian and also understanding
matters refating to land.

During the 1960's, countries like Australia and NMew Zealand were not too
interested on skilled workers because they were stil concentrating on rural
development after the wars. For this kind of work labourers were needed. It
should also be noted that a high number of Australian and New Zealanders were
also returning home (Jones 1976:13) and they may have been counted by Jones

o skitled emigrants,

Since Australia and New Zealand did not require skilled workers in the 1660s and
early 1970s, some Indo-Fijlans went fo other Pacific islends as skilled fabour
migrants. For exampie, Indo-Fijian labour migration to New Hebrides began in
1959 when hurricane struck severely damaging crops and buiidings. In Vila,
Burns Philp {§3) Gompany Limited was one of the victlms of this disaster and
Narayan Construction Company of Suva (owned by a descendant of girmitiya)
won a tender to repair and reconstruct some of their buildings. In 1960, about
thirty Indo-Fijian tradesmen arrivad in Vila. (See table 3.1)
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Most of the Indo-Fijlans emigranis wers from Suva and Nausori sub-urban areas.

Their aconomic backgraund was centered on small-scale cash crop farming. But

their income was supplemented by skilled jebs and most had no specialised

fraining (Pacific indians 1981:37). Their emigration was triggered because there

was [itle sustained improvement in the economic position of farmers (Oral

source in Wainasasa).

Table 3.1: Indo-Fijian Labour Migration to New Hebrides

Yoar 1 Year 2 Years Total

1965 - 1 1

1986 3 3 B

1967 6 1 7

1968 7 3 10

1969 25 5 30

1970 2 4 25

1971 72 6 Fg:)

1972 9% 8 104

1473 87 5 91

1974 57 5] 84 ]
1975 5] ] 7 i
1976 7 - ¥ i
1977 4 1 5

1978 X 1 1 !

Sourca: Pacific Indian 1981:36 {The rise in migration between 1974 to 19’2"3 was due ko a boom in

the New Hebridean construction indusiry.

Similarly in Solomon 1slands semi-skilled Indo-Fijian tradesmen arrived in the lasi

phase of the country’s colonial period. The following biographical noles show

their skills.
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Figure 3.2: The Fif-incian Community in Solomon isiands

Arrivals - sarly 18503

Jim Chattu - Mechanic, married Sclomon 1slander, still residert in S|
Lal Singh -~ Mechanic, departed S1 1975 for Australia

Jai Singh - Mechanic, departed S1 1570 and returnad ka Fij

Sami Mala - Plumber, deparied Sl 1978 and returned ko Fiji

Mahabir Prakesh - Mechanic, still resident in Sk marrled to Fiji indien

Artivale — late 19508
Ram Dhari - Piumber, salf employed in business in Glzo, married to local

Arrivals — early 19608

Hari Chandra — Plunber, refurned to Fifl, 1974

Moses Razak — Tradesman, maried to Soloman Istander, still resident in Si
Guru Prased — Plumber, returned to Fij 1574

Arrivals ~ mid to Jate 19608
Abdul Mazid ~ Plumbar, sell-employed, retimead to Fili 1977
Narayan Salya ~ Cook, married 1o Fil Indian, presant in S1
Materdra Singh - Carpsnter, married to Fiif indlan, depanied for Ausiralia 1976
Incter Dutt — Carpenter, married fo Fiji-Indian, stlil residert in Si
Hari Narayan — Jainer, married to Gliibertesae, still resident in S1
Ram Chandra — Mechamc, married te Fiji Indian, atill resident in St
Ram Achal — Plasterer, married to Fili Indian, stithin S1
Mahammad Taj Ibrut — Plumber, marriod 1o a local, still in 81
Sourca: Paciffc Indlarn 1981:61

Both these courtries later disaliowsd Indo-Fijians from engaging in business after
viewing the situation in Fijl where very few native Fijlans owned business. This
pressure was obviously not attractive 1o an Indian seitler and most emigrants

retumed to Fiji,

A number of young men from Wainasssa went fo New Hebrides and Solomon

lslands, they all came back after completion of work in these two countries.
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POST.COUP (1987} EMIGRATION

After the 1987 coups, | found the first paper on emigration from Fiji written by
Geddes. He (1987/88) argues that Indo-Fijlans emigrate for material henefits.

in understanding the patlern of migration account must be taken of
the very different social backgrounds of indo-Fljian and indigenous
Fijians. Indo-Fijians were brought lo Fiji as individuals, withoutt fong
oslablished soclal groups within which they could be piaced. From
the outsef, they ware ouf of necessily, fully involved in the cash
economy. They were either emploved for wages or wera reqitired
{o be involved in serious cash cropping, often with very low rates of
retum forcing long hourg and a sfrong emphasis on eaming cash,
This resulted in & strong bias lowerd malarial success in the cash
economy as a means to material and sociel self-improvement. The
communities which evolved in Fiji through the twentieth century
had, as one of the important reasons for their existence, lhe
matorial advancement of their members. The posi-war emigration
of Indo-Fifians retain links with their immediate families in Fiff, but
their emigration is seen by sll involved as the achievement of
increased material well-being. Emigration fits info the overall
objactives of the indo-Fifiar population as a further means of
altaining to what almost all Indo-Fijlans have grown up to befleve Is
an importan{ aim in e —fo improve the material slanding of the
family.

This argument is flawed. t do not dispute that emigration is triggered by a
perception that it would lead o an improvement of the material fife-chances of
the individual. In fact this is a universal trend anyway. Mitchel (1959:32) while

writing on the cauges of labour migration says:
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in logical terms, economic factars appsar to be & necessary
condition, but they may not in themselves be a sulficient condition.
In other words, if the economic drives to labour migration are not
present it is uniikely that if will ocour, but if the economic condifions
are presant, the aclual migration may not occur until some event in
the personal life of the individual pracipifates events and iriggers off
his decision to go (Mitchell 1959:32)

One cannot dispute that many Indians came as individuals from India to work.
The Indians were torn away from their social groups by the British activities in
India so that they could come to serve the capitalist system without any bonds.
However, 40 per cent retumed despite being disturbed socially especially in
relgtion to their alf important social division of casfe that disintegrated in the
immigration process"‘. Whaether they found acceptance in India upon their return

is beyond the scope of this paper.

But for those who settled in Fiji they formed strong community bonds and raised
families. Though most Inde-Fijians live as nuclear family but their immediate
family and their community as a whole is important as well. Because of this
attachment Indo-Fijian emigration has not stopped ever since it started. In a
crisis situation their group ties get stronger and their desire to assist in the

emigration process is increased.

! For the indo-Fijians, the extremsly hard conditions of indentue quickdy fed to a coliapse of their
alt important caste prohibitions resulting in & levelling of culiural differences betwesn those of
different class and regional backgrounds (Jayewardena, 1971), thus clearing the way for a
specifically FIil Indian identity,
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Geddes completely ignores the fact that the British did not create the same
environment for the Indian setiters in Filii as they did for indentured Indian
workers in Mauwritius, Trinided and Guyana.  With regards to land ownership the
Indians and their children were to reside in Fiji at the mercy of their Fijian

landiords.

Opportunities for employmerit are eroding away for the tndo-Fijians as the
government pressures for affirmative action programs for the Fijlans and
Ratumans. These factors shouid not be ignored while studying the emigration

trgnds in Fiji.

Socie-Cultural Atmogphere

There are obvicus differences in cultural, social and economic activities hetween
the two major races. The colonial government physically separated the ndian
and Fijian population. Consequently interaction between races among the

general population remains slight.

As = result the majorily of Fliians, approxiniately 80 per cent sttt live i a rurat or
village environment. They have litle contact with the large numbers of cane
farmers and other tndo-Fijians.
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The colonial inspired, farceful entry of \ndians infe cash crop sugar farming
eventually saw them emter the expanding wrban economy. They bave been
participating in the cash economy for more than half a century, during which

pesiod they were Jeft virtually on their own resources by the colonial government,

Most have done quite well which improved their social standing. This has only
been achieved by working independently under difficult circumstances. it is not
surpriging thet Indo-Fijians regard themseives as strong followers of the
principles of the Max Weber's 'Protesiant Ethic. This {raining has also seen
them succeed when they emigrate to other couniries as well.

However stereotypic views aré held ageinst them by indigenous Fijians, as Lal
(1988a:59) described, ‘they regard the Indians as pushy and insensitive,
perennially dissafisfied with their condition and forever demanding & larger share
of the cahe’. The insecure Indians who see an uncertain future in Fiji had to
adopt thie atlitude to maintain themselves and their families. Perhaps this is the
only view that Geddes perceived when considering why Indo-Fijians emigrate. |

helieve the following factors cannot be ignored,
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Poverty and Crime

No one race has a monopoly on paverty. Poverty affects all ethnic groups and s
especially prevalent in urban areas. The govemment has given the urban poor
litle atention. They are occasionally referred by politiians as weapons to
enforce the racial divide. For example in June 1994, the military coup leader and
the sitting Prime Minister of Fiji, Sitiveni Rabuka wamed the periament that the
poor urban Fiiians were a destabilizing force’. He said:

They feel disadvantaged. They feel they are starving.
They may look weil but their very soul is sfarving. As
long as this happens, | cannot guarentee that there
will ot be another coup in this fand.

Cited in Lal {1984:148)

Fijian poverty provided a convenient ground to reinfores Indo-Fijian responsibility
for the coups of 2000 that has created an unstable social environment and

upsuirge in Indo-Fijian emigration.

indo-Fijians who dominate the retal trade and transportation industry are
particutarly vuinerable to violent robberies and other econcmic crimes at the
hands of the unempioyed and working class indigenous Fijian youths (Adinkrah

1996:12). ‘Inter-racial rapes’ are increasing and the abuse of women has
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becoma more frequent and intense says Fiji Women's Crisis Centre Co-ordinator,
Shamima Ali (The Fjji Times, February 1, 2001).

The real issue facing the poor is their exclusion from meaningful paricipation in
the economy. Most urban driflers face & resiricled job market and become the
unemployed of the town,  According to Adinkrah (1996:12) joblessness
contributes to a high level of property crimes: thefis, break-ins, burglarles and

robberies.

Not anly the urban dwellers became the victims following the 2000 takeover of
pariament, rural indo-Fijians were especially targeted by thugs. People do not
forget for a lifetime if thay have been victims of arson, violence and rape. The
events of May 19 and its subsequent days remain fresh in people’s memories.
They guestion whather it could happen spain and are worried about their
chitdren's security, A former residant of Muaniweni, now resident at a refuges

camp in told me:

A Fjjian neighbour invited us to his house as a
‘orotector’ during the orisis. Al night when we were
sleeping, he came o me and said, we should have
childran togsther then there wilf be no troubls.

Such incidents go unreporied as a respondent said To save the family's face’
Indo-Fijians have also lost faith public offices. Even the United States Embassy
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is concarned about the tasue of human rights here. The Flii Times reported on 1
March 2001:;

The US human rights report revegled that Human
Rights commission chairmen Saffosi Kepa fried fo
stop his workers from Investigalting human rights
abuses. In s 2000 report on Fiji, the up-named
authors of the report said the commission ceased lo
operale efter one commissioner resigned and the
chairman was accused of conflict of interest because
of his marriage to the infenim administration’s Minister
of Social Welfare, Ro Teimumu Kepa.

The Cormwnission staff reporfedly was denied
permission by its chalmman to investigate human
rights abuses in the Muaniweni areg ~ the sife of a
number of abuses against the Indo-Fijian community.
# said the police force and the then acling
commissioner was crnticised for not charging
prominent paople, especially chisfs, for their alleged
involvement in criminal acts.  On Muaniweni the
report seld 52 homes belonging lo indians were
aftacked by supporters of Georgpe Speight, forcing
residents to flee into the night.

What then is the position of indo-Fijians after more than a century of residence in
Fiji? No doubt, they have succeaded materially but the maejority of them remain
squatters and land-less. They control middle level commerce and dominate the
professions bui ave exciuded from decision-making govarnment posttions. They
fest that the laws of their malrabhumi is not able to protect them in crisis
situations.  Insacurity relgns theirs minds, they have not alternative, but to

emigrate.
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Religion

Frequent vandalism of places of worship is another factor that is folerated by
Indo-Fijiang.  The 1997 Constifution provides for religious freedom and the
governments have respected this provision. There have been no restrictions on
foreign clergy and missionary activity ar other typical activities of religious
organizations. While indigenous Fijians remain mostly Christians, the majarity of
Indo-Fijians are Hindus but a significant number are Muslims and Sikhs. Only a

small number of indo-Fijians are Christians.

However the role of religion in state continues to ba a political issue. In the past,
former Prime Minister, Sitiveni Rabuka (himself a lay preacher) publicly indicated
his willingness to consider making the couniry 'a Christian state’. His military
regime introduced a ban for all but essentiat services on Sunday foltowing the
1987 coups. All activities were prohibited apart from going to church, a move
clearly discriminatory against Indo-Fijians, since most are Hindus. Many Indo-
Fijians were severely punished by the army for breaking this faw. After much

pressure from the business community this law was finally lifted in 1995,

After the execution of 2000 civilian coup, the non-Christian Indo-Fijians again
harassed. A number of submissions have been made fo the present Constitution
Review Commission ¢alling for the country to be considered a Christian state and

the re-introduction of the Sunday ban. Several predominantly ethnic Fijian
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paiitical parttes that participated in the 1999 genaral elections also called for a
Chiistiar: state and the re-introduction of measures to mandate respect for

Chrigtians.

While Hindus and Muslling respect the Christian values, the daily newspapers
frequantly report cases (Fili Telavision 11 August 2001) of robbery and arson of
Hindu temples. The iacat temple in the research site was broken into on 30 June
for the secomnd time this year. This creates a situation of intolerance, as vandals
do not even epare their place of worship. Very rarely the criminals are caught
and if they are most réceive suspended term. At times cases go unreported for
fear that the vandals may further victimize. This shows that although religious

tolerance is legally enforced in practice the situation is different.

Education

According to Gannicott {1900), there are significant differances betwean
indigenous Filians and Indo-Fijians in terms of school sttendance and
educational attainment. These diffsrences are dependent on factors that sffect

each community in various ways.
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Education is treasured by Indo-Fijians, A senior Alliance official in the 1970s
most suitably sums the Indian feeling towards edusation. He zaid:

Though the leases of the land have been increased fo 30
years, s act merely posiponas the Hime whan land could be
taken away. To prepare for that day, Indians feel thelr
children should be educated to find alternative occcupations or
if migreting, be able fo find a suilable job in their newly
adopled country. Discrimination they feel could deprive their
children of much needed education and feave them
unprapared when the leases of their parenls land expire.
Naither the possession of thelr parents who coufd lose their
loass, nor the children deprived of opporunity for educetion,
gives securlly. They should be ready taking into consideration
the emphasis placed and the sacrifices mads by Indian people
in educating their children.

{quoted in Ali 1980:205-8)

Even though Indo-Fijians constitute nearly half of Fiji's popuistion, historical
circumstances as shown eariiar determine that Indo-Fijians own barely 2 per cent
land in Fiji. Considering the Indian situation, education certainly is a means of

stitvival when their native iand ledses expire.

Indo-Fijians do not want to see their children grow up untrained and continua to
live as manual labourers just as their forefathers. I avicted, they do not want
their children destined for slavery of someone else, like their indeniured
forefathers, Hence history must not repeat itself for the chitdren of girmitiya. For
this reascns the Indo-Fifians are preparing thelr children through education. With
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education their communify has descended from illiterate and semi-literate

labourers to a fairly educated jot. Now it also enables them to emigrate.

Indian achievement in education largely depends on individual efforts and
commitmenit of parents. As mentioned earlier colonial rule was founded on racist
precepts and education did riot escape the concapt of raciat separation either.
There was a lack of government involvement in ihe establishment of schools for

indians in Fiji in the early years of colonial rula.

Mot only the coloniai government the Colonial Sugar Refining Company and
Europeans generally vigorously opposed the educating Indians (Ali 1960:30). Up
until 1916 there was no government schools for Indo-Fijian children. 1t was only

through the efforts of the missionaries that an indian received sducation.

Finally under the Education Ordinance 1916 some standard of education was
established but then agsin this was exclusively racial.  Thus in 1939, of the 442
schools in Fiji, 16 were for Europeans and Part-Europeans, 346 were for Fifians

and 80 for Indians (Narayan 1984:73}'2. The policy of segregation and differential

" Marayan observed Indo-Fijian fiteracy rates lor school golng age cohors for the decadss
batween 1920 and 1950 were well balow the other ethnio categories, OF the 80 indian schools in
1938, seven were govemment schools arkl 6 were aligible for granis-in-aid. Only one school had
a secondary depariment. The estabiishment of the Marist Brothers Secandary Schoof in 1934,
the first multiethnic high scheol, opened the deors o soma Inde-Fijians. Narayan recorded that in
1938, two-thirds of the country's 15,000 odd indo-Fijian schoot geing age chidran belween the
ages of 6 and 14 were not alending schoole {Narayan 1984:73), Marayan polnts out that
although government's gross expendilure on educalion had increased from fifty nine thousand
pourdds in 1938 to one hundred and eighty four thousand four hundred and twenty eighl pounds
in 1847, the disparity in the allocation of funds 10 the designated racial categories remained.
Narsyan notes that a decade later, in 1957, 30 per cent of Indo-Fijian children did not attend
school at all, many of whom were glris.
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treatment in Indian education conlinued until the early 1960s. The govemment's
lack of interest and Indian quest for education is seen by the presence of a large
number of community-based ndian schools in Fiji today.

The Indian strugple to educate their children was compoundad upon
indapendence. There has been a cancern for ethnic Fijian education since the
pre-independence periad. The postcolonial Alliance government and the interim
government have sought to address the disparity in educational achlevement
between the two major ethnic calegories through ‘affirmative action

programeaies’,

Indo-Fijians do not want to fall a victim of the quota system for student intake
adopted by the government. The post-independence govemmenis have
promoted exclusively ethnic schools thus producing the racial chauvinism that is

all too apparent in post-coup Fiji that is not bringing the races any closer.

Consequently, without competition with indo-Fijians, Fijlans are stif lagging

behind in education and the rate of achievement is atill better amongst the Indo-

Fijians,
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Prasent Economic Climate

The Indo-Fijian emigration trend will be highly dependent on the economic
climate of the country. Fiji's aconomy is ahead of many third world countries and
is perhaps the most developed sconomy in the South Pacific island countries, In
1998, the Gross National Product per capita was F$1874'%. Like many other
developing countries, Fiji earns its foreign exchange earnings from a few
economic activiies. These are sugar, tourism and garment manufacturing.
However the fulure of alt 3 industries are subject to extemal influences beyond
the contral of govemment and the country, and the internal pofiical situation

cannot be ignared either.

The crucial feature of Fii's economic environment as a plural society created by
colonization is its specialization. The specialized parts of the economy have
tended to emerge as areas of ethnic concentration so that over time each
economic sector bacomes the territory of one or another ethnic group. This
'social closure’ was designed to maximise the power of a group in a situation of
market competition (Weber 1968:342). The colonial rulers established the rules
and practices to exclude others, in order to gain a competitive advantage. Thisis
clearly demonstirated in the case of Fiji.

Fljians, Europeans and Indo-Fijians dominated the major productive and

distributive components of the economy. Fijlans provided the land, Europeans
the capital and managerial expertise and Indians the labour. The economy of
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Fiji was to balance as a 'three-legged stool' where each group made separate

and equal contributions for the well-being of the country ™,

However, the creation of this ethnically specialized aconomy, while it initially
facilitated the maintenance of political order, contained the germs of its own self-
destruction when significant changes occurred in the society’s movement from

colonization to independencs,

The economic growth made possible by the Indian settiement has enormously
benefited both ethnic groups. In rural areas most Indians depend on Fijian
landlords for leases and in the urban areas most Fijians depend on Indo-Fijian
business. Morton (1977) notes that whila Indo-Fijians gained advantages in
business and independent professions, Fijians enjoyed widening opportunities for
salaried government jobs. It has been the resulf of the deliberate government
policy since 1987, despite Indo-Fijians generally having higher educational levels

than indigenous Fijians {Gannicolt 1990:7-9),

Commergial agricufture with sugarcane farming is dominated by indo-Fijians who
lease land from indigenaus Fijians. Three-fiths of some 22,000 individuat small
growers are Indo-Fijians, who supply sugar cane to the four mills in Fiji. Sugar
production, the backbone of the economy, occupies over half of the country's
arable land, employs about a fifth of the work force, serves as the principal

¥ Price Waterhouse {1996), 1997 Fiji Budget Commentary, Suva, P.1 _
Y Searr, . 1983, Fiji: The Three-Legged Stool. Selected Writings gf Ry Sir Lok Sulama, London,
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source of fareign exchange (38 per cent in 1990) and accounts for about 13.5 per
cent of the Gross National Product,

The government controtted {68.1 per cent) Fiji Sugar Corporation, owners of the
industry's four sugar mills, says it is worried that 86 many productive farms will go
out of production and that annual output present of aroﬁnd four millon tonnes of
sugarcane by small farmers could be severely aroded. This would have severe
national economic repercussions since sugar is one of the country’s core

industries.

According to Mahendra Reddy of the University of the South Pacific by 2005,
29578 hactares of land would have reveried to landowners, pushing sugar cane
production to a crisis point. The Chief Executive of the Fiji Sugar Cane Growers
Councll, Jagannath Sami, predicts that the industry could coliapse. A report by
the Landel-Milke Sugar Commission argued that The nature of the land tenure by
lease holders does not encourage capital investment in the form of machinery
and other means of capital to boost productivity because of doubts on the
renewal of leases during the 1990s (The Fiif Times, April 4, 1891},

Considering all these comments the future of suger industry looks bleak. The
farmers will have to re-adjust their lives with no land and no jobs. Since land is
the monopoly of one group, displaced tenants have little prospect of finding

attemative land for farming.
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In the tourism industry, indigenous Fijiane largely dominate, espedialiy in non-
managerial level positions. Expatriates arnd others mostly hold the managarial
posftions. Tourists only go to safe and secure places. There has been a huge
deciine in the number of tourist arrivals because of the insecurity created the

2000 coups.

The third most important secior, manufacturing developed in 1987 with the
creation of 'Free Trade Zones. According to Colé and Hughes {1888), these
zongs were established to stimulate the aconomy after the 1987 coups. Investor
confidence was slowly improving, but after the 2000 coup many investors simply
closed their doors and fled the country, Genuine long-term investors do not want

to risk putting money in an unstable polifical environment,

The outiocok is certain for a negative growth in the economic sector. Despite
enormous pressure placed on  indigenous  Fijian development  since
independenca, the pradominance of Indo-Fijians in both commercial e and
private anterprise remains. For many Indo-Fifians building confidence in the
country for the second time is a tough task. They are emigrating in large
rurnbers and leaving the problems of Fili to be sorted out by the Fiiians.

in 1998, the Fiif Times (April 28) reporied that 40,000 people had left the country
permanently since the military coups of 1887. This represents more than 5 per
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cent of the population. 1n other words one in 20 peopte left the country. One of
the more extrems predictions reported again in the Fii Times on March 19, 2001
says that Fiji would lose 20 per cent of the population in the next two years and
another 30 per cent in about five years time. These predictions wers based on
the fact that 46,000 passports had been issued by the tmmigration Department

after Gaorge Speight's civil coup on 1% May 2000.

According fo Professor Vijay Naidu (Sunday Times, May 20,2001) of the
University of the South Pacific some 12,000 pecple ieft Fiji last year (2000) with
§,000 indicating that they were leaving for good. Since 1987, close to 100,000
Fiji citizens migrated, most of whom were skilled and professional people. This is
relatively a high number and is a cause of concem. Mass exodus of people

could impoverish Fiji.

Indo-Fijians fael discriminated, insecure and are uncertain of their future in Fiji.
For this reasons Geddes' argument thai most Inde-Fijians emigrate for material
gains does not hold, The socio-political factors also need to be considered while

studying Indo-Fijians emigration.

Next | will look at Bedford's work. He presentad a detailed account of Fijian
migration to New Zeafand. He looked at the magnitude of emigration from Fijf
generaily, highlighting the impact of the ftwo coups in 1887 on emigration to New

Zealand saying:
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in the quarter century since the early 19605, Fiji has
lost over 10GQ00 of is cifizens to overseas
destinations. The equivalent of almost 30 per cent of
{his loss was recorded between 1 May 1987 and 31

March 1889. (Sea Table below)

Table 3.2: Net Migration Losses of Fiji Citizens

Period Net Migration Loss
1962-1966 931
19871871 7 430
1972-1976 20 905
1977-1881 19 187
1982-1986 26 529
1987- March 1989 32 249
1662- March 1989 107 231
May 1987- March 1989 29 363

Source: Annust & Monthly repoits of Bureay of Statistics {Re-printed in Bediord 1989:142})

Bedford {1989:145) notes that during the decade 1973 o 1983, net emigration
fluctuated between 3000 and 5000 per annum. In 1983 the figure reached 6000
for the first time, and by the end of 1887 the annual logs had risen to 18,000, He

says that the year of the coups will always be identifable.

In 2 joint study of Bedford and Levick (1588:146)) the following results were

obtaned:
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Before 1980 nef gains of Fiii citizens to New Zealand
population rarsly exceaded 500 in any one year, For at
least & decadge the main immigrafion issue relating fo
movements batween Fiji and New Zealand had besn
the official ‘Work Permit Schemes'. These provided for
contract employment in New Zealand of between 250
and 500 Fili citizens & year.

During the 1580s the number of Fiji citizens arriving in
New Zoalend totaled just over 72,000. The equivalent
of 57 per cent of these amivals (25,400) entered
batween 1 April 1987 and 31 March 1989 {Bedford
1869:147).

According to Bedford and Levick the coups in Fiji, together with changes In New
Zealand immigration policy in 1987 resulted in 8 substantlal increase in the
number of Fiji citizens gaining residence rights in New Zealand, the majority of
whom were Indo-Fijians. This clearly shows thal insecurity and discrimination
are the main factors that are ‘pushing' a large proportion of indians from Fiji
which contradicts Geddes claim that Indians mainly emigrate for material

possasaions.

| argue that ever since their amival in the counfry, Indians were forcad to follow
an Indian version of the principies of the 'Prolestant Ethic’. Their survival was
dependant on hard labour which has eventually led to material possessions. |
agrae with Buchignani who said Indians saw the Europeens as role models and
they strived to be like them. While writing about Indo-Fijians in Caneda {1882:
82) he wrote;
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Europeans (mostly Brilish and Austrafians) provided
indians with imporfant rofa modefs for economic and
social success thaf have been incorporated into ideas
of self. The small Fijjlan iIndian middle class has
become heavily anglicized and has attempted to gain
social recognition and acceptance of Eurapesans on
European ierms. This response has been
demographically broadened by the rapid development
of an educational system based on Engilish models.

Ermigration has meant a decline in economic and material welfare of a significant
number of Indo-Fijian overseas. It has lad to class and status decline for many
professionals.  This is also true for many indo-Fijian emigrants teo. A study titled
‘Ethnic Identily and National Identification: The Social Consiruction of
Commitment of Indian Immigtants to Australia’ (Wadde!l & Vemon 1989: 17}

stated:

In India, the respondents were generally professional,

managerial, and self-employed working people; in

Austrafia, they are largely non-professional ‘middie-

class’ employees.
Yet most respondenis have redefined their situation and largely accept their
employment in the adapted countries. However their svaiuation of their jobs is
frequently negative in relation to the high expectations of their families. As a
result, the working lives of these respondents are often fraught with tensions with
which they must negotiate almost daily. In most cases good medical care,

standard of living, and securily balance the sfatus decline.
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Emigration for the ‘poor’ and the ‘unskilled’ who normally join family member as
‘Chain tmigrants’, it has meant prosperity. For them job apportunities are better
overseas. However, these emigrants have to wait for several years'® before thay
get the chance to emigrate and by the time they arrive in their new homes thedr
ability i eamn declines. Their material possessions are not oblained uniil they
take double or triple employment. Socially this is & disturbing situation and in
many cases it has affected family relationships. Some respondents felt that the

divorce rates for Indo-Fijians resident overseas were higher than in Fiji,

Lastly Geddes can again be questioned, if we consider the statistics. Most of
those who emigrate are the skilled and professional Indo-Fijfians. Their
srmigration was triggered by political uncertainties after the coups. Therefors, to
deny the importence of the social and political factors in Inde-Fiflen emigration
will mean avoiding probiems that encourage ethnically basad emigration from
Fiji

Forsyth {1991) studied Fij's emigration in a wider context placing it under a
regional study. This work was done for the South Pacific Forum Secretariat for
its member countries in relation to Migration and Remiltance in the South Paoific
Forum Istand Countries’, Fifi 18 one of its members. In {arms of remittances,
Forgyth {(1991:44) found that Fiji showed large net negative flows, as high as
F$33 million in 1990. There is good evidence that Indo-Fijians rarely send
remittances {Raj 1991}). Connell (1980) hypothesized that ‘migrants planning a

** Applications lodged at American Embassy in 1989 are now being pracessed, # spell of 12 years,
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Emigration for the ‘poor’ and the ‘unskilled' who nomally join family member as
‘chain migrants’, it has meant prosperity. For them job opportunities are better
overseas. However, these emigrants have to wait for several years'™® before they
get the chance to smigrate and by the time they arrive in their new homes their
ability to earn declines. Their material possessions are not obtainad untit they
take double or triple employment. Socially this is a disturbing situation and in
many cases it has affected family relationships. Some respondents felt that the

divoree rates for Indo-Fijians resident overseas were higher than in Fifl.

Lastly Geddes can again be questioned, if we consider the statistics. Most of
those who emigrate are the skiled and professional Indo-Fijians.  Their
emigration was triggered by political uncertainties after the coups. Therefore, 1o
deny the importance of the social and pofitical factors in Indo-Fijian emigration
will mean avoiding problems that encourage ethnically based emigration from
Fiji.

Forsyth {1991} studied Fiji's emigration in a wider context placing it under a
regional study. This work was done for the South Pacific Forum Secretariat for
its member countries i relafion 1o "Migration and Remittance in the Soulh Pacific
Forum Istand Countries’ Fifi ls one of its members. In terms of remittances,
Farsyih {1991:44) found that Fiji showed large net negative flows, as high as
F$33 million in 1980. There is good evidence that Indo-Fijians rarely send
remittances (Raj 1961). Conne!l (1980) hypothesized that ‘migrants planning a

¥ Applications lodged si American Embasay in 1989 are now being processed, a speldt of 12 years.
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permanent retum home would ‘invest’ high levels of remittances bafore the irip’.
Therefore Forsyth's study reflects that the majority who go from Fjji, do not come
back. Indo-Fijians particularly take large sums of their savings and invest them in
their new homes. This does not mean they discontinue ties with their families in

Fiji. Assigtance does come in other forms,

The next study breaks new ground by making the best use of primary data and
suggests the methodology for studying emigration pointing to the inadequacy of
relying on data on formal emigration, Chetty and Prasad's work in 1983
highlighted the serious sconomic implications of high tevels of recent emigration.
They discuss the magnitude of emigration and its labour market and other
consequences. The study provides detailed analyses of skill losses to Fijl due fo
emigration. Case studies of teachers and workers in the sugar indusiry were
applied.

They argue that government data on emigration areé not adequate. In their
incisive review of emigration from Fiji, Chetty and Prasad argue for instance, that
‘thare Is a serous concepiual problern in measuting migraiion in Fiii' {Chelly &
Prasad 1993:3). Bedford (1989:143) had also noted earfier that Bureau of
Statistics emigration data ‘greatly understates the extent of population loss of Fiji
Since the first coup’.
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Chefty and Prasad clarify the reasons for this. First, government data rely on
emigrants declaring their departing slatus and most emigrants do not comectly
siale their reasons. Secondly, there is a degree of return migration that escapes
govermment emigration statistics. Finally, the most important reason is thai
emigration data misses the fact that many Fiji-bom people who left Fiji in the

aftermath of the coups as visitors have obfained perrnanent residence,

Bedford {1989:152) notes that the 1ast reason particularly applies to New Zealand
and Canada, This is also true for Australia according to Rizvi (1981:123), he
says: ‘during the ‘'sasy visa' period of the 1970s when Australia gave rolativaly
free access lo shorl term visilors and allowed them to work during their visits and
many Indo-Fijians become ‘overstayers’, Considering these situations, Chetty
and Prasad have correctly stated that it is necessary fo examine more than one

set of emigration data if we are to establish likely losses from emigration over the

years,

They have done an impressive comparative study in this regard. The first sel of
data (Table 3.3 and Figure 3.4) show the number of residents declaring
themselves smigrants in their departure cards (Bureau of Statistics 1996). It
indicates a relatively high level of emigration from 1973-1977; lower emigration
between 1978-1980; a steady build up of the year of the coups in 1987, a
doubling of emigration in the ysars immediately following the coups; and a lower,

but steady emigration rate of people a year since.
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TABLE 3.3: DECLARED EMIGRANTS FROM F1JI 1573-1904

Year Number Porcentage
change

1973 ardr 1]
1574 5369 43
1875 4461 17
1876 2527 43
1977 asoa 5
1878 2062 -18
1979 1683 -18
1980 1878 12
1981 2754 47
1982 2672 -3
1963 2752 3
1984 2368 -14
1985 3007 27
15668 3048 {
1087 5394 77
1985 5695 -]
1989 5758 1
1200 5849 2
1851 4888 3
1992 4783 -6
1992 4284 -10
1864 4217 1
Total 83904

Ay 73-94 3g14

Av 80-86 2840

Av 87-84 5221

Av 8780 5674

Source; Current Economic Stalistics various

A totel of 83,904 people emigrated between 1973-1994, averaging 3814 per
annum. Betwesn 1980 and 1986, prior to the coups, emigratlon averaged about
2640 per annum. The coups led to a sham increase In emigration: 41,767 of the
total amigrants batwaen 19731994 emigrated aftar the coups, compriging almost
50 per cent of the total. The average number of emigrants after ithe coups almost
doubjed from 2640 per annum between 1980-1986 to 5674 per annum between
1987-1800.
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To clarify the forceful argument of Chetty, Prasad (1993) and Bedford {1989) that
official emigration data grossly underestimate the lavel of emigration in the post
coup period, this data is compared with data on implied emigralion {See Table
3.4). In column three, /implied emigration rafers fo the difference belween
vesident departures and arrivals, while column six presents the difference
between three-yeaar moving average resident departures and arrivals. It is dlear
that govermment data based on declared emigrants consistently and significantly
undsrestimate the frue extent of emigration.

Table 3.4 shows that between 1962 and 1994, neardy 141,000 peonle emigrated
fram Fiji, reprasenting 30 per cent of the lotal population of Fiji in 1966. There
was an unmistakable and dramatic increase In emigration after the coups. In the
eight years from 1979-1986, 38,916 psople emigrated from Fiji averaging 4865
per vear. Between 1087 and 1994, however, 65864 people emigrated, an
increase of 69 per cent. The average yearly emigration in this period also
increased dramatically from 4865 between 1979-1986 to 8233 n the post-coups
period (Table 3.4). The contrasts in emigration using declared sfatus (Table 3.3)
and implied emigration (Table 3.4) are patticularly noteworthy, Between 1987-
1994, govermment data indicated a fotal emigration of 41,767 while implied

emigratlon ig 85,864 or almost 58 per cent more.
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Tablg: 3.4 MPLIED MIGRATICN FROM F1JI, 1962-1994

Year Resigent Resident Implied % Irnplied
Dspatture ardvals emigration chaniys Emigration2
1862 5363 8351 12,00
1963 a0ag 7475 553.00 455170
1964 10828 K215 -820.00 ~245.6 -82.00
1965 12258 10582 236.00 -128.6 -F.00
1566 14565 11283 BES.00 26270 #1.00
1867 11380 14244 221.00 £2.50 471.00
1968 12660 0052 1258.00 304,40 825,00
1969 18636 11747 S43.00 -27.30 854.00
1970 18657 14003 2533.00 200.40 1681.00
1971 20637 16626 2031.00 -28,30 1926.00
1972 26667 19005 2632.00 298.60 2495.00
973 30372 21797 4871.00 8510 3178.00
1974 28597 25485 4877.00 010 4127.00
1975 29026 24450 414706 -16.00 4632.00
1676 28597 24571 4356.00 5.00 445000
1977 587 26687 291000 -33.20 3804. 00
1878 569 27490 AQF0.00 28.90 3778.00
1979 33937 30073 3859.00 -5,20 3813.00
1580 25089 31304 3785.00 -1.90 290600
1881 37083 23210 4743.00 2520 412900
1982 37445 2427 5018.00 5.80 4515.00
1983 35905 33050 3845.00 -21.40 455800
1944 40747 35565 4782.00 21.20 4582.00
1985 44236 38043 6193.00 28.50 4974.00
1586 45958 40368 8590.00 6,40 5855.00
1987 5BEE3 40204 18359,00 178.80 10381.00
1988 55401 44727 10674.00 -21.80 11874.00
1869 5921 48814 8387.00 1210 12807 .00
1980 BOVO0 54895 £805.00 -38.10 B8622.00
1991 64593 585832 S5861.00 270 705100
1992 81410 57023 A4387.00 -25.40 5354.00
19593 63511 58435 5016.00 14.30 5121.00
1695 84477 55202 §275.00 2510 8226.00
Total 1115757 974843 148915.00 134964.00
Ay 1558-94 23811 20541 4270.00

Ay 1979-86 3566 27752 4214.00

Av 1970-86 35058 34193 486500

Av 1987-84 40983 42749 8233.00

Tolal 79-86 2124561 273545 38915,00

Total 87-54 487856 421992 BSOE4. 00

Source: Fiji Burenu of Statistics, Tourism and Migration Statistics;, 1962-74 data from Joties 1976

(Nete: The comparison in emigration data is taken frem o paper prepared by Rujesh Chandra, Professor
af Geagraphy, University of the South Pacific, Suva ond Nand Kishore Chetty, Depuly Government
Statisticion Bureau of Statistics, Suva to the First Internafional Meeting of the Asie Pacific Migration
Research Network, Chulalongkorn University, Banghok, 11-13 March 1996, I collected this
information via the intzrnet under the fopic 'Migrafion fssues in the Asia Paelfic-Fiji. (1996)

Woebsite address: www.unesco.orng/mostiapmmwpt
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Chefty and Prasad (1993:10) show that the 1987 levef of faormal emigration
represents a significant increase of 182 per cent over the 1986 level, and a 266

per cent increase over the net departure figura for the pravious year.

My own inguities reveal that many emigrants certainly do not give the correct
information when they emigrate. Many of them obtained tourist visas to gain
ontry and later became overstayers. The earlier emigrante who entered under
this category and became permanent residents did not hesitate to talk on this
issue.  Among the later emigrants there was a lendency to hide how they
entered a particular country. A case at this point should be mentioned. While
conducting this research | came across a famlly that became very suspicious of
my inguiries and did not co-operate. tn a coupie of days time thiey left for North
America. Later [ was informed that they had obtained their visa through

fraudulent means.

Naidu {1997) did the |atest study on emigration. She looked at why prafessionals
migrated from Fiji.

Her case study was on emigration of Medical Doclors and she says there were

various reasons why dociors emigrated. She conciuded:

A complex mix of socio-cuffural, economic and
political factors influence emigration, whicts may be
thought as ‘push’ and ‘stay’ tactors. The major ‘push’
factor for Fii doctors Is dissalisfaction with the

Inde-Fijlan Erigravion: A Case Siudy of the ‘Chiidren of Girmitha' 117



working conditions in the hospitals.  Perceived
unegusl power sharing at the national level was
another significant ‘push’ factor, followad by poor
salary. Beltsr working conditions and salaries abroad
were the most significant ‘pull’ factors, followed by
higher living standards and educafion opportunities.
Job satisfaction and life style in Fifi was the significant
‘stay’ factors.

Her resaarch showed that ‘brain drain’ in relation to doctors had a devastating
effect on the health system in the hospitais. The recent cases of Priya Naidu and
Jerry Cokomata have been widsly publicieed in Fiji and prove the point raised by
Naidu, The guality of service frightens tmany in Fijl and in this research some
people did indicate their reasons for emigration was to atlain better madical

services,

STUDIES IN HOST SOCIETIES

There has been only one sericus study of Fljians in their new home.  Buchignani
studied the process of Fijian migration to Canada and their experience in the host
society. Buchignani (1980:82) found out that Indo-Fijians are proud of their
‘Fijian’ identity:

...Fijlan Indians see themssalves as being Fijian. They
do not feel commonafilly with South Asfa Indians
despile shering many superficial cullural practices
with thern, Fifian historical experiences have been so
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divergent and communication between Fijii and India
has been so weak thai only the vary old and those
few recent immigrants emphasized this distinction, as
have the sharp social cleavages between the majonify
of Fifian Indians who are descendants of indentured
labourers and recent Indian (chiefly Gujarati) arrivals
who caime on their own as traders and businessmen.
Fijian indians generally consider South Asian Indians
to be more arrogant, closed-minded, ltraditional, and
sconomically unethical than themselives.

This same expression could be applied to those Indo-Fijians in Australia, New
Zealand and the Unifed States, Inde-Fijians associate mostly with Indo-Fijians
except in the work environment. This has led to formation of a strong Indo-Fifian
community in these countries. When they unite in a country where
'muiticuituralism’ is promoted the chance of racial polarization is slim and they
progress with others, Indo-Fijian emigrants have done very well in host
countries. Their progress is cbserved by families in Fiji which is 'pulling’ many

more from Fiji.

The Australian Bureau of Immigration, Multicultural and Population Research
(1995) added fo the literature of emigration from Fiji. This document indicates
the number of Fiji emigrants in Australia. 1t describes their spatial distribution,
gender and age, family status, prosperity to obtain citizenship, labour force
status, occupation and income. The data released in this profile document

cleary shows the dramatic increase in the number of Fiji-born people in Australia
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after the 1987 coups. In 1986 there were 15,000 Fiji-born people which rose to
31,000 in 1991 (ABIMPR 1895:3).

The high proportion of ex-Indo-Fijians is indicated by the language and religious
affiliations. it reads (ABIMPR 1995;2):

The main languages spoken at home by Fiibom:
peaple in Australia ware Hindi (50.2 per cent), English
(26.1 per cani) and Fijian {11.1 par cant).

At the 1986 census the major refigions amongst Fiji-
hom were Minduism {15,409 persons), Islam (4,438
persons} and Western Catholic (4,248 persons).

In the 1996 census, it is estimated that the Fijian community size of 53,745
peopie in Australia. (ABIMPR 1995:3). This community profils is very usefl for
governments, academics and othars. For small island nations who do keep &
proper record of the movement of their people, it gives a fair idea of where their
populations mave, Since the emigralion trend i mostly towards developed
nations, it would be good for developed nations to compile a community profile

like: this one.
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Summary

This chapter analysed that studies on emigration undestaken by scholars of
various disciplings. Thege scholars were divided into three categories. The first
category wrote on ernigration prior to the 1987 coups, second category analyzed
emigration after the coups and the jast category studied immigrants in the host

societies.

| interpreted their work by considering the social, economic and poitical
conditions that affect the individual's decision fo emigrate. An analysis was
mads on each scholar depending on the strengths and weaknesses of the their
argument. The chapter also applied the refevance of the migration theory in the
context of Fiji.

The next chapter foouses on the Indo-Fijlan emigration pattern.
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CHAPTER FOUR

INDO-FIJIANS EMIGRATE

INTRODUCTION

This chapter discusses the Indo-Fijian emigration trend before and after the
military and civillan coups. Fiji's economy has continually been disrupied by
unexpected avents such as natural disasters, a drop in commodity prices and
most of all, political crisis. These factors have contributed to the transfarmation
of society, As a result it has had significant implications for national development
which in tum affects the everyday life of people. In these desperate situations

people seek to emigrate.

Historically, emigration is mainly viewed as people in search of ‘greener pastures’
in the gocial, economic and political gsense. No single cause is ever sufficient to
explain why people decide to leave their country and settle in another. 1t is
essential to fry to understand all aspects of the migratory process,

Inter-racial or communal division is a hiiden factor that is one of the major

causas of instabliity in Fifi, which iz usually inferpreted on 'racial' terms. | will
briefiy look at the General Elections of 1977, 1987 and 1999 to highlight the
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comptex political factors at work that coniributes to the clouds of uncertainty that

hangs over Fiji,

The aim is 1o show that ethnic separatism initiated under the Native Policy did not
erode upon independence but was inherifed and nurfured by the incoming
govemments. As Fiji progréssed, separatism led fo an uneven development of
ethnic groups. Since independence, governments have been implementing
discriminatory poticies in the form of "affirmative action’ programmes within which

Indo-Fijians suffer, consequently seek to emigrate.
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INDO- FIJIAN EMIGRATION TRENDS

More Indo-Fijians emigrated prior to indepandence than any other race (Jones
1976:28, Connefl 1985:48). It has been estimated that from 1962 to 1977

emigration had removed as many persons from Fiji as natural deaths and that

Figure 4.1: Net Migration by
Occupation 1973-1975

24 A

« f ?'3'9'5'1,1‘12'13

Years 19621976

—s—Indian —a— European . Fijian

Sowce: Jones 1978; 12

90 per cent of the emigrants were Indians. Figure 4.1 shows that from 1962 to
1975 Indo-Fijians were more mobile than others. Their mobility increased after

Fijt gained independence from Britain (ABIMPR 19895:3).

Economic difficulties and the continuous rejection of political equality for indians
made the Indo-Fijians realise that Fiji may not be able offer them the security
they meed. Independence on 10 Qctober 1870 provided them with the

unrestricted movement that led to the rise in emigration. Table 4.1 shows the
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emigration logs of Fijian citizens from 1973 101988, majority of wham were Indo-
Fijians. A relatively high postindapaendence level of emigration is indicated from
1973 10 1974,

Table 4.1; Emigration Loss of Fiji Citizens 1573-1866

Year No. of Emigrants
1973 a747
1274 5369
1875 4489
1676 2527
1977 3p03
1978 2082
1979 1803
1680 16878
1681 2754
1882 2872
1983 2752
1984 2368
1988 3007
1886 3048

Sovrce: Buregu of Stalislics 1695

Erom 1974 to 1980 there was a constant decline in the number of people
amigrating, except for a significant rise In 1977. Jones {1978:11) explains the

reasans for the decline:

Deteriorating economic condifions and  rsing
unemployment in the mein countries of destinafion
have resuilled in grester resiriclions on immigration.
Reports coming back from migrants overseas may nof
be as enthusiastic as praviously when the migrants'
high hopes of & new life in & new country meet with
disappointment and disiltusionment. There have heen
several cases In Fiji of migrants whe lefl with the
intention of permanent migration but have since
refumed, Perhaps also, the first wave of migrants
who have the necessery finance and acceplable skills
to migrate is over,
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1 argue that the slight rise in 1977 may have been largely due to the feeling of
insecurity among the Indo-Fijians created by the calls by nationailst politician
Sakiasi Butadroka - 'Fiji for Fijians, Indians go back to Indla‘, Between 1978-
1686, there was a decline in emigration. Butadroka was condemned and
expetled from the ruling Alliance Parly which may have aroused some stability

within the Indo-Fijian community that led 1o a decline in emigration,

Racial harmony was severely damaged after the coups of 1987. Emigration
increased dramatically in the 2-3 years following the 1987 coups, with about
44,060 people ieaving the country between 1687 and 19840,

From 1987 to 1991 a doubling of previous levels of emigration is observed from
Table 4.2. 1982 to 1985 indicate a somewhat lower but a steady rate of Indo-

Fijian emigration af a higher level than in pre-coup years.

Chetty and Prasad {1983} note that the 1987 level of formal emigration
reprasents a significant increase of 182 per cent over 1986 level, and a 286 per
cent increase over the net departure figure for the previous year (Chetty and
Prasad, 1993:10). Indo-Fijians comprised the overwhelming proportion of
emigrants (91 per cent) betweean 1987 and 1995 (ABIMPR 1996).
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Tal¥e 4.2: FLIL CITIZEN EMIGRATION BY ETHNICITY

Yoar Fijians Indians Others Total

1967 351 4204 473 5118
1988 263 4608 425 5496
1989 249 4861 280 5510
1990 a7 5020 23 5650
1991 280 4911 241 5432
1992 248 4184 189 4621
1663 268 3707 132 07
1994 282 3748 158 455
1955 285 4483 183 49314
1996 319 4527 184 £030
1897 324 3999 170 4433
1998 362 4273 194 4829
1899 418 4244 175 4837
TOTAL 926 57169 M2 84208

Source: Burezn of Statistics

The mass exodus of peaple from Fijl had caused an important population
dynamic for the Indo-Fijian population. Between 1973-1995, a total of 88,835
people emigrated averaging 3814 per annum. Emigration averaged about 2640
per annum between 1980 and 1986, prior to the coups. The coups led to a sharp
increase in emigration; 41,767 of the total emigrants between 1974-1994 left
after the coups, comprising almost 50 per cent of the total.  In addilion, the
average number of emigrants after the coups almost doubled from 2,840 per
annum betweenn 1980 fo 1986 fo 560 per annum betwsen 1987 o 1990
{Chandra & Chetty: 1996).
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Table 4.3: Population by Ethnicity 1976 — 1949

Year Filiana trvdiane Others Total

1975 253,452 280,185 29,463 573,100
1876 261,33 204,878 34,230 590,439
1977 266 822 300,697 33,972 &01,49
1978 272,477 308,957 82,612 612,045
1978 279,137 314,166 33,953 827,256
1580 284,856 320,808 33,728 629,180
1981 200,495 326,348 33,567 650,400
1982 207,005 332,846 33,634 663,485
1983 304,575 338,458 33,450 677,484
1984 M2 345,148 33,412 690,601
1985 319,481 349,050 33,174 701,708
1986 331,864 348,711 37,452 718,027
1987 338,940 347,508 38,081 724,529
1988 45,580 345,785 38,624 729,990
1989 351,882 343,654 39,113 754,649
1690 357,947 341,214 39,570 738,731
1991 363,801 338,554 40,026 742,481
1992 369,870 338,035 40,351 748,286
1983 376,480 337,981 40,809 755,280
1594 383,602 338,314 41,379 763,287
1985 391,242 338,962 42,045 772,230
1998 395,609 338,021 43 435 777,156
1887 403,726 388,570 58,607 788,963
1608 411,398 337,380 48,912 797,688
1998 419,445 334,683 52,095 806,223

Source: (&) Estimated End Yeer population 1970-1980 Bureais of Slalislics
{b} Annual Reporis 1900-1840, Fiif Biue Books
(e} Jowne! of the Legisiative Council 19411858
{d) Annual Reports 1950-1988, Regisirar General's Department

The rates of emigration during 1987-1971 and 1987-1980 illustrate very clearly
that social, economic and political factors have e direct impact on the level of

emigration from Fiji.

The post-coup period was one of trauma and turmoil for the ethnic indians.
‘Thousands have left Fiji for other countries thereby bringing in demographlc
changa, which ended their predominant position. Table 4.3 shows the population
of Inde-Fijians compared to indigenous Fliian has been declining since 1987,
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The 1887 Coups and Emigration

The major 'push’ factor that led to the mass exodus of Indo-Fijians was the
insecurity and uncertainty created by the 1987 coups. An explanation for the
coups has been a simple racial conflict between the Indo-Fijlans and indigenous
Fijlans. An in-depth analysis of the crisis reflects that the issues involved are
much more complex than people think. A simplistic racial interpretation is
inadequate as weli as misleading.

At first the coups appeared to be a racist reaction by ethnic Fijians and indesd
race was a facior but | agree with Lal (1982:42) that there were other (non-racial)
factors intemal lo the Fifian sociely itself thet played a far larger role than has
generally been acknowledged'.

The coup had to be executed in 1987, because some sections of the Fijian
community saw the loss of ethnlc Fijian dominated Alliance Party after 17 years
of rule, as the loss of the indigenous population. Other people, like Derrik Scarr
also saw the coup fundamantally as a racigi conflict between indigenous Fijians

and Indo-Fijians.

Many others reject the purely racial explanation of the coup. Lal (1982141}
convincingly argued:
Racial fears, of course, played & part: it could not

have been otherwise in a racially comparimeniafised
soclety where cross culturaliethnic cooperalion was
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discouraged. My argument is thaf these desply felt
amviefies were exploited by politicians for their own
ands, people who knew well that Fifians inferosts
were securely entrenched in the consfitution

While | agres with Lal, once again | argue the impact of indirect rule has had far
reaching social, economic and political consequences on the life of the
indigencus Fijiang, which are expressed in racial terms. The coalition victory
threatened the structure established by the British on which post-colonial politics
developed. The communal form of voting that was imposed to maintain Fijian
paramountcy was in danger of being fragmented. This was not the fault of Indo-

Fijian but the threat came from other sources.

Many of the present problems of Fijians arese from digproportionate distribution
of land rents, which went, o the chiefs rather than lo their people. This has

created an unequal distribution of wealth within the Fijian society.

Rents from communal land have made some individuals very wealthy and
permitted sizable investment in business, private reai estate or industry, The rent
received is distributed in the proportions of 25 per cent to the Native Land Trust
Board to cover its costs, 22.5 per cent to the three appropriate chiefs and 52.5
per cent to all other members of the landowning maiagaii. I the mutual
obligations which bing chiefs and commoners were observed, much of the 22.5
per cent might be used for the common good. Sometimes this is so, but often it

is not. The fact those who bacome wealthy in this way are mostly chiefs and it
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does not reinforce thelr traditional authorily over commoners. The capacify of
chiefs to gain power i nor-traditional arenas, including politics is increased by

turning their interest away from the village.

For this reason, the village economy based on subsistence cultivation conlinues
as before and the chiefs have made no real effort to improve the economic unit.
Instead, in recent titnes, some chiefs have sought to use their traditional standing
as a way of gaining personal advantage. Some have tumed land that was

praviously communally owned into private properly through leases.

The increase in the number of Fijiang with relatively large holdings over which
they have secure leases or customary rights fo continued usae, is increasing the
risk that more and more Fijlans wil no longer have access to sufficient land for
an acceptable standard of living. This I8 one of the several trends leading to
greater differentiating in wealth among Fijians and a cause for dissatisfaction. it
has also bacome a reason that Fiflan fand should not longer be leased. This
poses a quastion that if 83 percent of the land 18 ownad by Fijians than where will

42 percent of the Indian population will live when all leases expire?

Another reason for Fijian dissatisfaction concerned poor govemance by the Fijian
dominated Alliance Parly for neary two decades. By 1886 the ruling Alllance
Party was in deep trouble. The Fiji economy was under severe prassure after a

slump In sugar prices and a series of devastating hurricanes. Govermment
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mismanagement contributed also to the growing domestic problems, particularly
in urban towns where unemployment was rapidly rising and contributing to a
soaring crime rate, Hospital sendces were under pressure, roads were
deteriorating, and housing funds earmarked for those on fow incomes ware being

diverted for high cost housing. Scandals were also rocking the government.

While campaigning for the 1987 slections, Timoci Bavadra, the leadsr of the Fiji
Labour Party said:

it Is important to roemind ourselves that the
govarnment resources poured info Lakeba (Retu
Mara's birthplace) are denved from weallh produced
by other elsewhere in the countfry. it is lime that the
governmeni stopped viewing the rost of Fijl as serving
the interest of a few centres in the east. The people
of Lakeba are enlitled fo & share in the nalional
interest, but fust a share, it Is fime we hed a

govemment thaf is more {ruly national in outiook
{The Fiji Timss 19 July 1988)

Dr Bavadra promised to clean the administration and appealed ta the people of
Fiji to give him a 'chance fo install an efficient, responsive government in place of
one that has become arogant and cotrupt through its two decade rule’ (Roble
1989.214). People were responsive to the issues raised by Bavadra, The
coalition won the alection with 28 seats, & majority of four in the 52 seat
parliament. Significantly, the coalition captured the crucial Suva Fijian and Indian

national seat as well as the south-eastern Fijian and indian national seats. Nearly
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20 percent of ethnic Fijians did not vote. Ten percent of Fijians who did take part

voted for the coalition.

The most important factor was that that the Labour/NFP coalition owed its 1987
glection victory fo a split in the Fijian vote. The swing was not just among urban
Fijlans, but also among rural westerners who saw Bavadra as one their own. In
fact it was a powerful attack on the polifical hegemony of easltern chiefs, History
was repeating #self. The rebellion that was crushed in 1876 by eastern Fijians
with the help of British officers - a century later western Fijfians instalied Timogi

Bavadra to lead the nation and restore their dignity.

My argument is that non-racial faciors played an important part in the lead up to
the coups. Tha division between the Fijiang saw a split in Fijlan votes that saw a
mincr chief and an Indian-dominated government came into power.  However,
stnce it was an Indien dominated government and represented only 10 per cent
of the indigenous population, il had to be removed. A third ranking officer of
Royal Fiji Military Forces, Sitiveni Rabuka did this through a military coup on 14
May 1987. Widespread racial violence took place after the coups. The result: a

mass migration of people mainly of ethnic Indian origin.
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1890 Constitution

In Rabuka's view since the 1970 constitution brought an Indian dominated
government in power, it algo had to be removed. The 18980 constitution was
adopted on 25 Juna 1890 by the interim government in spite of the protests by
indo-Fijians. This constitution was highly discriminatory. in the words of Or M.M.
Kaul, from the compasilion of the parfiament i is clear that Indians were
melegated lo & position from where they could not attempt to ever hecome
politically powsrtul’ (www.overherefiji.com).

In particular, the 1990 constitution eslablished the prevalence of race-based
communal voting system calculated to ensure ‘permanent’ Fijian control of
government and permanent indian opposition. Only ethnic Fijians could ever be
Prime Minister, President and Head of the Armed Forces. A system of
affirmative action tried to ensure that at leaat 50 per cent of all civil service
positions were to be filled by Fijians and Rotumans. Tha 1890 constitulion
recognised the Great Council of Chiefs, poliicising the noble body of the Fijian
chiefly system.

The 1990 constitution provided for & 70 seat House of Representatives and
gllocated 27 for the Indo-Fijians. The 1990 consfitution was criticised both
nationally and internationally as being racist and communal. |t also affected the
life of many Fijians with the provincialisation of Fijlan politics.
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Figure 4.2: House of Representatives under the 1690 Constitulion

PRESIDENT |

L PARLAMENT |

House of Representatives
70 elented members
3 year term

House of Represantatives Composition

Senate
34 nominated members
4 year term

70 ELECTED MEMBERS

Ge, 15
Fijians 37 Indians 37 Rofumans | mera
Senate
34 NOMINATED
MEMBERS
24 Fijians 2 Nominated by 1 Rotuman
nominsted by the the President Nominated by
fom Councit of the Roluma
Chief: Teland Coneil
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The negative effect of the racist constitution resulted in a huge capital outflow,
which considerably affected the economy. The economic policies followed by the
new government led {0 a great deal of unrest among the workers and strikes
were held over wages and poor working conditions all over Fiji. Racial fensions
also exacerbaled during that period. Severa! attacks were reported on Hindu

temples and emigration continued.

Faced with internat economic plight and international economic isolation, Prime
Minister, Rabuka was forced to adopt amendments in the racially hiased

constitution.

1997 Constitution

On 6 September 1996 a report of the Consfitution Review Commissicn was
presented in the House of Representatives titled "Towards a United Future'. The
objective of the new Constitution was to develop a multi-ethnic govermment.
There was exitreme opposition from the nationalist parties but with some
modifications, the 1997 constitution was approved unanimously the House of

Representatives and the Senate on July 3 and 10, 1897,
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The main provisions of the Constitution ware that it declared Fiji to be a
sovereign Democratic Republic, which guaranteed to afl citizens fundamental
rights, 8 universal adult suffrage and equality bafore the law. It provided a
parliameantary form of government with bicamaeral legisiative, comprising & House
of Representatives with 71 elected members and a Senate with 32 appointed
members, 48 seats in the Lower House were raserved on racial basis (23 for
ethnic Fifians, 18 for Indians, 3 for other races and 1 for Rotuma) and remaining

25 seats were open to all.

The Senate was to be appointed by the President on the advice of Coungil of
Chiefs {14 members), Prime Minister (4 members), leadars of opposition (8
members) and Rotuma tsland Council {1 membar). Thus the constitution of 1987
found an interesting balance of indigenous Fijians, Indo-Fiians and genaral

vaters,

Following the adoption of the new constitution, Fili was back on the path of
reconciliation and co-exigtence. !t was readmitted to the Commonwealth in
October 1997 and Rabuka was granted an audience with Queen Elizabeth If in
London. Dipiomatic reiations with foreign nations improved congiderably. Inde-
Fijian emigration stabiiized but did not stop.
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Figura 4.3: House of Representatives under the 1987 Constitution

Housge of Representatives: 71 members elected

President
Vice President
22 Fijtan 19 Indo- 3 Ceneral 1 Rotoman
communaf: Fijian Electors 23 Open
17 Provineial commmunal els
6 [rhan
SENATE
3 membery
pominated
14 appointed 9 appoinied by £ appointed by 1 appointed by
by the Base Levu tha Prime the Head of the ihe Couasil of
Vokatsurage Minister Opposition Rotuma

Indo-Fifiesr Emigration: A Case Sty of the 'Clildren of Girmitiya'

138



The 1989 elections with its muiti-athnic objective promised to be fair, democratic
and would bring the different races in the country ¢loser together as one nation.
The slection under this constitution certainly did change the political emphasis

from race tp the issues of aconomic class, social justice and common interest.

The Labour Party won with an overwhelming majority under the preforentiat
voting system. People knew what they were voling for and more importantiy,
they wanted a change of government (Williams 1999:144). The 1999 election
shawed that the people of Fiji wanted Fiji to remain a democratic nation and fo

develop it as a truly multi-ethnic community.

Althougk people made their democratic choice, many voters did not have their
representative in parliament that brought about some sense of discontent. The
first Indo-Filian Prime Minister, Mahendra Chaudhry, had to face many
challenges. He was the Prime Minigter of both modern and traditional Fiji - this is
not a dilemma but a way of fifa in Fiji. An early study by Spate had identified this
dilemma and noted it as a problem for the indigenous Fijian trying o reconcile
between the traditional and modern Fiji. There ia conflict between the 'traditional
communal system' and the 'modem economy'. Chaudhry too identified that
traditional obligations limited the chance of Fijians getting involved in the modem
economy. It limited their chance to equally participate in the economy

production,
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Despite warning from the President, Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara, Chaudhary tried o
possibly try and sducate the indigenous Fijian to open their land and make it
available for development. Land is the sensitive subject, which needs to be
addressed with caution. The mention of ‘land' was enough for a failed
businessman, George Speight to mobilise Fijians to support him overthrow a
demacratically elected, Indian-led government. Like Rabuka in 1987, Speight
took over the parliament with the assistance of a branch of the military forces,
describing as a chvifian takeover on 18 May 2000 dastabilising the political scane

once mare.
Emigration that had stabilised by 1982 once again began to escalate. Indo-

Fijlans who have lived side by side with their Fijian neighbours for over 120 years

do not want to confront them but amigrating in large numbers.
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PROFESSIONAL EMIGRANTS™

In crsis situation, the 'best braing' are the first o escape. Their skils are in
demand overseas. | have argued earfier that during the 1960s and early 19708
maost skilled Indo-Fijlian migrants did not cause a ‘brain drain’ in Fiji. & wasg only

in 1985 thet Conneli raised his concerns on the issue of "brain drain',
Table 4.4 ehows that between 1986-1990, the Indo-Fijian professional émigration

patiem was constant. The sharp increase ocourred during 1987 and continued fo

increase in 1990. More skilled Indo-Fijian femaies emigrated than males.

‘Table 4.4: Professional Indo-Filian Emigrates by Sax 1686-1090

Yoar Moles Famales
1986 1078 1284
1987 2027 2267
1988 2362 2448
1989 2409 2572
1980 2444 2576

Sowee: Bureau of Statistics

16 Unfortunately the Buresau of Statistice was unatte to pravide me statistics on profassional and
skilled smigrants separately for the Indo-Fijans. However, thig topic should be read keeping in
mind thit the majority who, amigrate are skiled and professional Into-Fiians. It should also be
nated that my focus is more on a rual community which does rot have many skilled and
professional people, But it must not be forgotien skilled people from Wainasasa also emigrated
ag short term labour roigrants under the skifled category jobs that | have mentioned in chapler
three. More discusslon is done in the next chapter about the contemporary skifled and
professional emigrars from Wainasasa,
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Thousands of welleducated, well-trained and experisnced people have been lost
through emigration. The ‘brain drain’ affects the sectors which the country can
loast afford. The majority settled in New Zealand, Ausiraiia, Canada and the

United States of America.

Figure 4.4 shows the trends in professional emigration prior to the 1987 coups
and after the coups for doctors, teacher and lawyers, Teachers comprised the

overwhelming majority followed by bookkeepers and medica) professionals.

Flgure 4.4: PROFESSIONAL EMIGRATION FROM PRI 1544-1594

Source: Bureau of Statislics 1998
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Particularly Australia and New Zealand attract highly skilled migrants. Emigration
o Canada and the United States by contrast, has tended to invoive those with
semi-skil cocupations. The main reason could be the entry through family re-

union grounds as ‘chain' migrants.

Table 4.5 presents the skill composition of emigrants from Fiji betwesn 1987 and
November 1995. Betweeon 1987 and November 1995, high proportions of the
1886 stock in various skills areas were lost to emigration.  Almost three-quarters
of the administrative and managerial workers, neary one-half of production
workers, and nearly one-gquarter of professional and technical and clerical
workers had emigrated during the period.

Table 4.6: The magnituda of skill lokses due to emigration, 1987 -November 1694

Occupational category 1988 Numbae Per cont of
smigrated 1984 atock

Prefessions), technical and relatad 17 774 4 500 253
Administrative and ranageriat 2768 2043 73.5

| Clerical and related 15 668 4 267 274

| Seles workers 14 851 1210 B.

| Service workers 15 423 822 5.3
Agricuitural, animat  husbendry and forastry | 105 924 957 0.9
workers and fishermen
Produgtion  workers, franspoit  equipment | 68844 30720 446
aperstors and lebourers
Workara not classifiable by accupation 20 891 9154 438
Source; Bureay of Statistics (1996) Cited in WehsiHe addreas; www.unesco.ong/mostiapmmwps
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Almost 86 per cent of ali the 1986 stock of accountants and 67 per cent of
statisticiane, mathematicians and system analyst left Fiji. All these areas are of
critical importance.  Loss in such numbers can impede sustainable economic

growth.

Table 4.8: Skilt araas in which more than one-third of the 1888 stock has emigrated, 1938

November 1995
Aren 1986 siock | Number emigraied 1436
Architacts, engineers and related technicians 1901 1026 54.0
Stalisticians, mathematicians and aystem analysts 155 104 67.1
Economiste k] 16 0.0
fcoountants 117 N2 60.4
Managers 2246 1917 85.4
Clerical supervisors 299 373 51.9
Compuiing machine operziong 350 204 58.3
Technical salesmien, commercinl travellers and 173 68 9.3
manufbciurers ageats ]
Hpirdrassers, barbers, beauticiany and related workess 188 53 335

Sonrce: Fifi Bureau of Statlstics (1996} Cited in Websits address: wwi ineseo.orgimosiiapmmwps

Table 4.8 pregonts data on occupations where more than a third of the 1986
stock of personnal have baen lost to emigration. Table 4.5 is noteworthy not only
because of the large number of cecupations where losses of this magnitude have
taken place, but afso because of the extremely high level of lossas in strategic
areas.

In Table 4.7 the Indo-Fijian male and female professional emigration is compared
with the total cccupational smigration from Fiji for the year 2000. There was an
increase i both Indo-Fijlan male and female professional emigration after the
2000 coup and it continued for the next two months. Since then number
emigrating has fluctuated.
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Table 4.7: Indo-Fijlan Skilled Emigration — Jan to Nov 2000

Month Mates Females Total for Fiji
January 22 247 565
February 187 171 391
March 175 186 394
Aprit 185 157 404
May 212 240 519
Jurne 181 180 393
July 178 208 417
August 223 204 10
Septamber 158 183 g4
Qatober 184 171 414
November B 170 186 4

Total 2080 2114 4582

INDO-FIJI WOMEN EMIGRANTS

Gender has generaily nof been highlighted in analysis of Fiji emigration. This
research shows that more females than males appear to be emigrating from Fiji.
Between 1987 and Movember 1985 females comprised 52 per cent of all Fiji
emigrants (Bureau of Statistics). Informetion is not available on the marital status
of emigrants, Table 4.4 shows thai more Indo-Fijian female professionals
amigrated than Indo-Fijian males. This study shows the relative importance of

the extent of emigrants getting mamied abroad.

In Fiji, racial politics of the colonial era had a double effect on woman's status.
During the indenture period segregation placed absolute power in the hands of
the white plantation owners and indentured women did not escapa the brutalities

of indenture. On the plantation iself thase women were vulnerable to ginmitiya
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men as they originated from a patriarchal background, A missionary worker,

Migs Hannah Dudley's impression of indentured women was:

They arrive in this courtlry Himid, Tearful women, not
knowing where they are {0 be sent, They are allotfed
to plantations like so many dumb animals. If they do
not perform their work setisfactorfly they are struck or
fined, or sent t0 goal. The life on the plantations
alters theflr demeanour and even their very faces,
Some look crushed and broken-hearted, ofhers
sullan, others hard and evil. | shall never forgel the
first time ! saw ‘indentursd’ women when they were
returning from their day’s work. The look on those
womesn’s faces haunts me.

(Extract from Hannah Dudiey's (missionery worker) fetter sant to
a magazine in India)

Source: Naldu 1979:83

One hundred and twenty years lkater, the daughters of ginnitiva are still being
ferrorized, brutalised and even raped in an independesnt Fiji. The only difference
from the indentura days to now is that, the violence and brutality is now inflicted
by ancther group and generation of men. The Go-ordinator of the Fiji Women's
Crisis Centre, Shamima Ali reported (Fifi Times, 1 February, 2001} fhat inter-
raclal rapes were Increasing and the abuse of women had become more
frequent and intanse. She believed that the roecent spread of violenoe could be
atiributed to the genersl siate of lawiessness since the May 19 event’.

in a2 gituation such ag this, there has risen a tendency among the Indo-Fijian

males to protect their women and girls. ‘Protectionism’ of this nature impedes
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their movement and they remain tied to their homes, This would aiso mean that
men exercise a greater control over women when the justice system becomes
weak. For these reasons the Indo-Fijian females heve a grester incentive to

amigrate than Indo-Fijian males.

Figure 4.5 indicates that, among professionals, 46.7 per cent of Indo-Fijian
females amigrated compared to 44.7 per cant indo-Fifian males.

Figure 4.5: Indo-Fljlan Profossional
Emigration by Sex

T Indo-Fijian males

Bindo-Fillon females

€ Other Ethnic
groups

Source: Bureay of Satisties {Percentage calouialsd by author)

WHERE DO INDO-FLIIANS GO?

The main countries of destination are developed Pacificrim countries: Canada,
United States of America, Ausiralia and New Zealand. These four countries ara
referred in the literature as 'countries of immigralion’, as they actively welcomed
migrants, inittally from Europe later from Asia/Pacific region. These four countries
received 96 per cents of all Fijian emigrants (Chetty & Prasad: 1996).
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Initially Canada became an important country of destination followsd by ths
United States of America. Recenfly Canada has been hosting fewer emigrants

than before and Australia has replaced it as an important destination,

Figure 4.6{ab) shows the changing destinations of Fiji emigrants. In 1875
Canada took 51 per cents of all emigrants from Fiji followed by USA (18 per
cents), Ausiralla {14 per cent), New Zealand (11 per cent) ard Other (6 per
cents). In 1994, Australia was the most significant destination of Fijian migrants,
taking 34 per cent, followed by United States of America (23 per cents), Canada

{24 per cent) and New Zealand 16 per cent).

Figure 4.6a Deslination of Fiji's Emigrants
(%) -1075

Auslralia
Qthers 14%

5%

B Ausiralia
| JUEEY
ONew Zealand

usa
19%

New

Zoaland
119%

Figure 4.6b Destination of Fiji's Emigrants

{%)-1094
Qthers
Canada  ge Australia
3% , . 33%
New
Zealand

Sourve: Bureau of Stetistics
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Figure 4.7: The Changing Destinations of Fiji Emigrants 19731984

Figure 2 The changing destinations of Fiji emigrants, 1973-1994

"1y tomt 1975 1576 1977 1570 1974 140N 111 L0E2 1902 1554 1405 1906 LAY 198 | 915 1990 1591 IH0F 1082 Iega
= Auwnlls - New Zosand US4 mCoande — Othan |

Source: Unpublished data from Fiji Bureau of Statistics, 1996,

The chenge in the direction of movement is the result of tightening and
modification of immigration rules of the receiving countries. Over the years the
receiving couniries have shiftad the weight of the ‘paints system’ for immigration
away from ‘family reunion' to those based on 'skils snd frade’ qualifications

restricting the flow of unskilled peopie,
The effect of adoplion of #his policy on Fiji is the outflow of skilled and

professional persons which has nagatively impacted on human resource

development of the country. While professional and skifl emigration has a
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negative impact on Fiji it benefits countries like Australia and New Zealand, who
are eager to accept the trained and knowledgeable Fijians. Thus they know that
their aid programmes (Ausaid and NZOD) are not wasted, ufimately these

countries end up benefitting from them.

Canada

At the end of World War ll, Canada became a haven to immigrants because of ite
relaxed immigration policy. Selection did not depend on ragce, nationality and
othnicity.  For the Indo-Fijians, Canada was one of the most imporant

destinafions when large-scale emigration began in the early 1960s,

Before independence, Indo-Fijians were British subjects, therefare migration to
Canada was not subject to strict regulation. (Before independence they carried
British passports, but had Colany of Fifi printed on it).

Canada's 1976 Immigration Act and the Immigration Regulation of 1978
recognised three baslc classes of migrants: family class, seleclied workers class
and refugees (Fawcett and Carino 1987:238). The family class includes the
proximate kin of Canadian resident, including children, parents and other close
relatives. Today's Indo-Fijian emigration is primarily on the grounds of family re-

union. This is known as ‘chain migration’.
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‘Chain migration’ is inifiated whan ‘& recent immigrant who has permanent
resident status applies for the immigration of his wife, his minor children, and his
parents. Whan he or she has received citizenship he or she can apply for the
immigration of his adult brothers and sisters, who in tum, upon receiving
permanent residence apply for the immigration of their spouses and minor
children... and so on. This chain may therefore be umending (Goering
1988:799). In the case of Indo-Filians, they continua to arrive in Canada undar

the family class provision.

There are about 12,000 Indo-Fijians in Canada and over 7,500 live in Vancouver
metropolitan area. This figure is taken from Buchignani’s work in 1880, there
would certainly be many more who have joined their relatives in the last 20
years). According to tha Gazetfe (5 June 2000 via internet), Canada's Indo-Fijien

population has risen to 80,000 in recent years.

The United States of America
The entry of Indo-Fijians info the United States of America bagan in 1965 with an

amendment of the MoCarran-Walter Act of 1952 that set up quotas for the Agia-
Pacific Triangle (Fawcett & Caring 1887:111).
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Indo-Fijians continue to join family members as ‘chain’ migrants or as qualified
indspendert applicants. A combination of these twa options is possible and
recently, scores of Fiji citizens have smigrated to the United States as a result of
winning 'greem card lotterles’. Howard Beits, First Secretary at the US Embassy
it Suva reported that last year over 50,000 applications were received under the
visg lottery programme (Fiif Sun, June 1,2001).

QOthers simply enter the United States of America on visitors permit and overstay.
The American Embassy confirmed that thousands of Fiji citizens were abusing
their visitors visa by working illegally in the United States. A more worrying
davelopment is the alleged involvernent of many Fili citizens in swindling money
from their Amarican employers. The report said lllegal workers mostly work as
attendants or home assistants and are paid lower wages far below the minimum
allowed in the United States. Such positions are used to gain trust of elderly
Americans and then abusing that frust by stealing from them. (Fijii Sun, June 1,
2001).

A racent announcament on Radio Navirang (26 Aprid 2001} called on overstayers
who arrived in the United Siates before 22 December 2000 to come forward and
an amnasty would be granted. The message also said that families from Fiji
should calf their relatives in America to come farward and benefit from the

amnesty period. (Thirteen people from Wainasasa would also benefit from this
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announcement which shows that many Indo-Fijians are overstaying their permits

in America).

This announcement may have bean because of the backlog in processing of
applications at the Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS). The following

message was passed onto me from the American Embassy in Suva.

INS STRUGGLES TO PROCESS APPLICATIONS IN A TIMELY
FASHICN

With a 50 per cent increase in applications from fiscal year 1994 to
Fiscal year 2000, the Immigration and Naturaiization Sarvice (IN3) is
strugaling to provide immigrants with fimely decisions on their
applications for naturalization and lsgal permanent residence. The
ING has stated that i does not know how long if takes lo process
aliens’ applications hecause ifs servicewide automated sysiems
contain unreliable dala and its disiricts lack aulornated systems for
tracking many types of applications. A recent physical inveniory of
pending applications ravealed that about 767,000 out of almost 3
milfion appiicanis with appfications pending as of Sepfember 30,
2000 had been wailing at least 21 months for INS to process their
applications. INS officials point fo several factors contributing io the
backlogs and the lengthy processing times: insufficient staff; lack of
an aufomated case management and fracking system for many
types of applications; and the need fo resubmit criminal history
checks fo the FBI because the FBI results are only valid for 15
months, while the INS process offen takes longer than that.

Fili has been caught up in this process and at the moment they are processing
applications lodged in 1989, two years after the coups of 1987. My inquiries
reveal that Indo-Fijians do not mind the wait and remain hopeful they would be

able to join loved ones one day.
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Australia

In the case of Australia, sevare immigration restrictions, populary known as the
White Australia Poficy; imposaed between 1897 and 1802 were progressively
dismantled betweesn 1986 and 1973. Inde-Fijlans could not be left cut. They too
became victims of the racist immigration policies. The famous case of Nancy
Prasad of the 1960s, is frequently remembered by the Indo-Fijians. One extract

regarding this case is attached below.

According to a UNESCO {1596} repori, the major reasons for abandoning the
racist policy was because the Australian leaders have moved away from
dependence on Britain and the United States of America and recognisad the key
role of linkages within the Asia-Pacific region. This drastically increased the

number of Asian-Pacific paoples in Australia

Whan it altained office in late 1872 the Whitlam Labor government announcad,
that “Australian immigration policy would be completely free of any discrimination
on ground of race, skin, colour or natlonality’. Sings 1873, therefore, there has
been litle or no discrimination on ethnic grounds against those seeking entry
under refugea and special humanitarian; family reunion; general eligibility and

spacial eligibitity.
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An extract from the case of Nancy Prasad’.
(Source: The Fifl Tirnes, August 7, 1965)

NEWS OF RETURN OF NANCY FRASAD SURPRISES
MOTHER

urm.mmmmnmmmmmmhwm an gireraft for
Fil. s‘hohMmedﬁ,mhmMm the ardwr of the Faderal
Minleier of immigration { Mr Hubwr! Opperman} sfier a Jong lega? battie by her sister and
brather-inetaw, who have irfed fo kap the child In Auatratia,

Manay speni hor Tas! night in Ausiralie of the hotise of har relative, Mr snd Miz Rep Powdiich, of

Giohe, w Sydnay. Her aillosse Jay packed in the hall whis sha slep! with her rey doll Tha

mmwmwmtmwmmmwmunom
& f bo FJ fron 4 an prohibited v fwo yhars Ago.

Warwcy itrows she s lpaving Us fomormow, her sistar Mra Shashi Pwodifch said. “Site cried forigh!
baforg we pid her fo bod' said Mrs Powdich, 'and o did we' Ada Powdiich and her Austrelien
husbend, & 23 yeer oid panel-beater, have bean indng for neady iwa yaars lo keap Nancy. They
appliad o e court lo adopl tnar I an sffernpf 10 preventt hwi deportafion.  Bot i June the Ad
Suprame Cownt upheld Mr Juslice Myers's nfusal to agree I the sdupion and ae now Nenoy must
Fo. ‘s barrible’ hor sister soéd today. 'Thia tell of doing away with Ausfralia's V¥hie Augiralis'
paliay is not golng fo mean mooh now' Nancy's fsther, & 50 yasr-oid carperier, brought his damily
T Australin In 1962, on a foun'sf visa, Bl when he and hie family wers ioid to loave affer their
povmis had axpired in 1983 Norcy was allowed (0 say .

Figure 4.6b shows that the majority of emigrants from Fiji are making Australia
their new home. They find the easiest method for them is by qualifying for entry
unger the ‘points system’. Those who gain the mast peoints are the highly skilled
and the most qualifisd, Such a policy is the cause of ‘brain drain’ in Flji and the
confinuing polifical inatability is fikely to ‘push’ more from this group of peaple in
future.

According to Australian Immigration Statistics report, {2001} Fiji-bom in Australia
have been one of the fastest growing groups in recent years, with an average
annual growth rate of 10 per cent hetween the 1981 and 1988 censuses and 17
per cent between the 1988 and 1891 census. The 1991 census recorded 30,100
Fiji-borm.  Thig growth was promoted by a large outflow following the first military
coup in 1987, During the unrest, which followed, Australia received an influx of
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Indo-Fijians, many of whom sought refugee status. Settler arrivals from Fiji have
diminished from a peak of 2980 in 1987-1988 to approximately 1500 per annum.
Fijians are the largest population in Australia from the Pacific region, excluding

New Zeatand.

In the 1996 census, the second generation of Fijibom parentage numbered
16,638, approximately 20,489 less than the Fiji born. Adding this to the number
of Fiji born gives an estimated community size of §3,745 people in Australia. Of
these 50.2 per cent spoke Hindi, 26,1 per cent Engligh and 11.1 per cent Fijian in
their homes, 15,409 persons practiced Hinduism, 4,436 lslam and 4,248
Catholicism. The figures confirm the size of Indo-Fijians in Australia comparad to

other groups.

New Zealand

New Zealand is a traditional imrmigrant country that built up its population through
immigration from Britain, with racially-selective entry policies to keep out non-
Europeans. Howevar, since the 1950s, economic and polifical links with nearby
Pacific Isiands have given rise to new inflows. There wes considerable
immigration from Tonga, the Coock lslands and other Pacific islands in the 1960s.

and 1970 (Trin 1987).
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The presence of Indo-Fijllans In New Zealand was & result of the expansionary
phase of the post-war period. Fiji was the most consigtent supplier of workers on
contract in New Zeazland under the terms of the South Pacific Work Permit
Scheme. People from Fiji were ancouraged fo emigrate as an important slemant

of ungkilied workers under the scheme,

Beginning in the 19808, hundreds of unskilled labourers undertock scrub culting
and Jand development work in New Zealand for a maximum period of 4 months
peryear, This scheme was amanged at the goveramant {o government level, an
example of a macro-stricture of the ‘migrations systems theoty' discussed in
chapter two. There were strict conditions attached to the scheme and the
majority of the emigranis came back to Fiji. However, the emigrants found the
short-term labour scheme very attractive and triad to cheat the rigid scheme, to
gain an entry several times during the year and work illegally. Many people were
pregecuted for the fraudulent activity,

Economic crisis and & high annual net migration gain (33,200 psople) in the year
enged 31 March 15674, made immigration an emotive election issue (UNESCO
1606:15). This led to 2 decling in Indo-Fijian emigration to New Zealand, as
immigration becamse a critical political issue in 1975.

The term ‘overstayar’ becama a signifier for Pacific Island Immigrants. Migrants
from the Pacific wers portrayed ‘as a threat to iaw and order’, responsible for the
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detericeation of cettain inner ¢ity and state housing areas and as competing with
New Zealand jobs, Later in 19¥5, much stricter controls over immigration were

introduced.

However, the SPWPS continued untii Rabuka’s 1987 coups that disrupted the
country’s established links with New Zealand. Gradually cther links ware re-

established but not this scheme that was so important for the Indc-Fijians.

The New Zealand immigration Service reported (Fiji Times , 27 April 1888) that
whiie before the coups less than 200 paople were approved for residence in New
Zealand annually, in 1987 the figure jumped to 1577, then to 3874 tha foliowing
year, and totalled 4513 for the next two years, droppling to less than 1000 after
that. In the last financial year 919 people were approved for residence with
about three-quarters being approved under family and humanitarian categaries.
Over 650 residence applicafions were denied and there were 863 oversiayers in

New Zealand.

These overstayers may have entered New Zealand under the shortlived
experiment with visa-free eniry for visitors during the Christmas holidays in
1986/87. Fears of large numbers of ‘overstayers' at the end of the Christmas
holidays prompted the New Zealand Immigration Service to abandon visa-waiver
for citizens of Fiji on 17 February 1987. | have personal knowiedge that many
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Indo-Fijians who arrived in New Zealand under this scheme did not retum to Fiji.

They either married New Zealand citizens or simply overstayed.

In 1991, the ‘points system’ similar to that operated in Australia was introduged.
The impact of the points system, coupled with a tight labour market for semi-
skilled and unskilled workers’ reduced net emigration from Pacific substantialy.
However, this policy did not have an effect on skilled Indo-Fijians who intended to
arvive in New Zealand. The professionally qualified must now be registered with
the relevant body in New Zealand for assessment of their points to meet the
standards raquired fo practice in New Zealand. This applies to 25 specialist

occupations notebly doctors and dentists,

It has been estimated that 500 to 600 immigrants are unable to praclise as
doctors in Mew Zealand despite gaining residency status. A large number of
nurses bound for New Zealand now sit special exams organised by the New
Zealand High Commission before they lodge their application for permanent
residence. In effect, this means that the government has re-introduced a much
higher level of selectivity in imrmigration policy. The varous selection criteria
have been standardised across the business invesiment and general categories
and greater emphasis has been placed on skiils and settlement factors which are

considered to be relevant to New Zealand's development.
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Table 4.8 shows the number of people granted permanent residence in New
Zaaland from 1983 o 2000, From 1993 the number declined until 1995, then it

gradually bagan fo increase from 1998 and jumped two-fold in the yaar 2000,

Source: New Zealand High Commisn, Srua.

New Zealand like Australia has been highly oiticai of the 2000 coup and
approved permanent residence for 244 persons on humanitarian grounds in the
year 2000, included in this is Chandrika Prasad who tock the caretaker
government to court claiming that the 1997 Constitution had not been abrogated

after the 2000 civil takeover.
Of the 2707 applications approved in the year 2000, 1233 were bagsed on general

skills. Apparently New Zealand like Australia is now the racipient of skilled and

most educated emigrants from Fiji.
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Summary

This chapler discussed tha level, direction and composition of Indo-Fijlan
emigrarts. 1 have highlighted the dramatic increase in emigration in the wake of
the two military coups of 1887 and the coup of 2000. The anslysis has shown

that political instabitity is the major cause of increased emigration from Fiji.

Most comtemporary Indo-Fijian emigrants are highly skilled. The demand for
particular categaries. of skiled workforce in countries such as New Zeajand and
Australia confirms that Fiji will 1ose thousands of skilled personnel that will affect
the quality of economic development. The confinuous emigration of indo-Fijians
from the 1960s has built a significantly large population of Indo-Fijians in
Canada, Australia, New Zealand and the United States of America. These
factors combined with the continuing political uncartainty in Fii immply that
emigration of Indo-Fijians is likely to be maintained and most probably increase

the current level of emigration.

The next chapter discusses my findings on the local area and relates the theory

to the research site.
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CHAPTER FIVE

THE SETTLEMENT OF WAINASASA - THE CASE STUDY

INTRODUCTION

This chapter discusses two things: First it provides the background o my study
and study area. Secondly tha ‘migration systems theory' mentioned in chapter
two is applied in the case of Wainasasa. It provides a bridge between the global

and genaral issues discussead in chapter two and in chapter six.

The aim is to move from the larger to the smaller scens by discussing Wainasasa

and showing how emigration is intiated and influenced by national or larger

concems.
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REASON FOR CHOICE OF SITE

First, Wainasasa became my own setilement area upon marriage. In conducting
this research, | found my familiarity with the setilement a great asset, 29 rural
people are very suspicious of outsiders. As & participant observer, | have had
the opportunity to acquire many important insights into the rural lifestyls and
problems associated with it. 1 drew oh my personal knowledge and experience of

the community,

Secondly, | have personally observed the gradual depletion of Indo-Fijian
poputation over the tast 20 years which has led to the presence of other ethnic

groups here,

Thirdly, frequent conversations reveal the number of peopla who have emigrated.
Usually in cases of death, cramatlons are delayed while waiting for immaediate
tamily members to arive. Marriages and even community projects like religous
activities are arranged in consultation with those resident overseas. Occagional
community and family gathering gossips also reveal the amount of people taking
hotidays overseas. Rural people take pride in revealing about family members

taking trips overseas.

Fourthly, all land in Wainasasa is freehold land', there Is no problam of insecurity

of land {enure yet the residents of Wainasasa are leaving. Some of them have
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not looked back on the property left behind. This shows that there would be a
greater ‘push’ on the Indo-Fijians in other parts of Fiji, who are tenants on native

land’.

Lastly, there have been very liftle work done on re-gseftled gimmitiva and their
children in the rural areas. They face many problems, which need to be
addresged. The volume of amigration to developed nations indicates that they
have been ignored and have been trying to build their life slsewhere since the

late 19508,
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BACKGROUND

Wainasasa lies on the banks of Rewa River, approximately 10 kilometres from
Nausori town in the south-east of the island of Viti Levu. Access is via Kings
Road then Nadruloulou Road, along 5 kilometres of gravel surface. The roads
were constructed in the iate 19™ century by Pacific island labourers' supplied by
‘blackbirders’. Although the road has been widened to cater for the growing

volume of traffic, there is a desperate need for frequent maintenance.

The importance of this area can be traced by the presence of tha first courthouse
inn Fijl near Kasavy village. Oral fraditions reveal many cases of murder, suicide,
rape and other criminal trials were held during the indenture period.
Unfortunately, no effort is made to preserve these historical sites. Almost ali

government quarters are now occupied by the villagers.

The settlement is situated on an undulating land with easy o mederate flats
congigting of brownish clay soil. Valuers rate it as 'third class grazing land’
{Fairview Valuation No, 232/93). Most of the areas are cleared, but paris of it are
under secondary growth. 1t frequently rains on this side of the island and flocds

often affect the area.

" This information was supplied to me in a previous research by the people of Kalekana, in Lami near
Suva They are desoendants of Solomon Islanders who were brought to Fiji prior to Indian fabourers.
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There is no organized paitem of setflement. Houses are scattered on the best
sites. Patches of barren land, jungles, deserted houses, small vegetable farms,
poultry farmg and some besatifully kept housss are seen. The residents of
VWainasasa anjoy a regular bus service, electricity, telephane connection and

reficulated water supply.

Wainasasa is & pionear settlement of 'freed' indentured Indian labourers. The
history of the seitlement begine with the arrval in Fiji of indentured fabourers
from India. Today the axperiences of this community reflect the presant lifestyle
of the peri-rural Indo-Fijian community more generally bacauge very few of the
present generalion continue with the traditional occupation of farming. The
subject of emigrafion is not new for these people. They starfed fo move when
external forces first threatened thair economic and political well-being.

The Colonial Sugar Refining Company of Australia developed Wainasasa upon
request by the Governor, Sir Arthur Gordon. The CSR established the Nausori
town in 1879 where it buitt its first sugar mill. Mausor bacame the site of the first
settlament of indenfured Indians in Fiji.

Wainesasa represents a classic case of land alienation in Fiji. This parcel of land
was a ‘freehold' property of planters, Maurice Scott and Mr Barbar that was
awarded to them as Crown grants before the Deed of Cession was signed (Oral
tradition —~ | could not obtain written records on the original owriership).
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The present residents are descendants of the original 14 ‘freed' girmitiva who
were tanants of Mr Scott and Mr Barbar. As {ime passad, the tenants were given
the opportunity to buy the land. According to one oral source, their freehold jand
{20 hectares} was purchased in 1933 for three hundred pounds. However, the
morigage could not be cleared in their time. Not only is this {rue for the this
family but most of the original purchasers could not clear their debts and it was

pasged onto their children.

Forming of Community

Fres Indians facad a formidable task in laying the foundations of a sense of
community amongst themselves. Resattlement is always a difficult process bul
the task of organizing the plantation provided a medium for daily interaction,

which may have encouraged the formation of the Wainasasa community.

While under indentura, the CSR abused the labourers to obtain the maximum
profit. But ag soon a3 indantures expired, freed Indians wers no (onger prepared
to work under the same conditions. The CSR was finding it difficult to have a
consistent supply of labour. Therefore, in 1908, the company started & policy of
leasing portions of land to selected officers, which disposed of a considerable
arga. They hoped that this way of organizing land and labour would work fo
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greater advantage, putting the business on a sounder and more enduring basis,
Consequently Wainasasa developed into & major cane growing area with the

encouragement of the CSR.

The naw settiers worked in mutual aid teams, where six or seven househclds
would pool their labour and equipment at sowing and harvesting seasons. This
system generally did not involve the exchange of cash, which was scarce
anyway. On rare occasions, a few better-off residents hired tabour but the usual

system was like cooperative labour working independently for the CSR company.

The first settlers took up residence in lower parts of Wainasasa and some
continye to live here, close to the road. However, due to the risk of floods (the
worse ones being in 1984, 1972 and 1993), most people prefer to build their
houses on elevated sites, which are also more attractive locations. The houses
remain scattered as before, since the best sites are chosen right across the large
patches of land availabla. The typical pattern today is of a house or group of
houses belonging to' cne extended family, with a small compound immediately
surrounded by land lying faliow. The seftloment formed neighbourhood dusters

but usually a family is separated from the others.
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Demographics of the Settlement

The first settiers were former indentured workers, since then the proportion of
Fiji-born Indiang in Wainasasa has increased to the point that now all of them are
Filkbarn. Most of the aarly immigrants were married men, but indications are that
fhere wias 8 shortage of women. This disparity was largely due to the practice
adopled during the indenture period to bring enly 40 women for every 100 men
recruited from India,  To this day, jocular gossiping reveals the adutterous

relations of men and wamen in the settiemant in earler times,

As the population increasad, the gender ratic became more balanced, Since it
was a pionssr setflament the population consisted mainly of young adults, with
few chiidren and almost no ofd peopls. In time this situation also normalized and
today the age distribufion of the Wainagasa population is similar to that of other

developing countries.

There is no written record of early demographic figures. Even now Wainasasa is
not enumerated separately by ¢ensus probably because of its small size and
mermote location. Gonsequently, no official informations on the composition of the
popuiation is available. However, my gwn survay in 1998 showe 365 people live
here. Since then five familles have left the area through emigration. Thers have
been three deaths, and five births. Only lhrée persons have joined the
community after they were dispiaced by the rebellious activity tn Tailevu durng
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the civil takeover on 19 May 2000. Clearly the Indo-Fijian poputation in this area
is declining.

TRENDS IN EMIGRATION FROM WAINASASA

Structurad forces initially determined the setflement and consaquent smigration
from Walnasasa. Later circumstances dominated in their decisions for emigrate.
Both parsonal raasons and structural forces influence each other as individual

declsions ere often based on the opporiunities avallable elsewhere,

From the 1880s, commercial cultivation based on the plantation system ran
pretty smoothty until 1816, when immigration of Indian indentured labourers to
Fiji was terminated. Under imrpense pressure, ail existing indentures were
cancelled by 1 January 1820. 1t marked the beginning of problems on
plantations, There were acute labour shorages and industrial troubles, followed
by a sudden and disastrous decline in sugar prices. The CSR and the
independent planters were not #bls to work their astales because most of the
frea Indians were not prepared to work for the CSR any ionger,

Indenturs for tha Indians was narak (hell}, but the suffering taught them the value
of hard wark, which Al (1880) described as a "baptism of fire’. However, the fact
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to consider was that the contract of indenture was only for five years for each
individual after which there was freedom and opportunity to seek in a new land

without the economic restraints of caste-laden India.

Life for the Indians ran pretty smoothly until the late 1920s. However, in the
19308 they faced economic difficulties brought about by the Great Deprassion.
During this period many farmers were under a lot of debt, but the community

survived without much movement or activity,

Cyclic Movement

World War | was a tuming point for Wainasasa as the farmers' visions were
widened economically and their expectations increased. Most men left their
farms to work elsewhere which marked the beginning of the cyvelic movement in
Wainasasa., People enjoyed working for the soldiers because they introduced
many modern commodities and were a very good source of cash income.

Others shifted from depsndence on sugar to other forms of subsistence farming.

Wainasasa's economy expanded rapidly when the war ended. Nausor, where
the CSR mill was situated, became a good source of employment and a market
for the farmers' produce. Improvement in transport facilities encouraged some

younger men to find employment in Suva, the capital city of Fiji, about 29 |
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kilometres away from Wainasasa. Many other agencies, such as Gujamali
shopkeepers and the government also provided employment. With the
increasing compiexity and prosperity of the Fii economy, many economic
apportunities arose that boosted the cyolic movement, but suger remained the
major income earmer for the majority,

However, in 1858 the CSR closad the Nausori mill largely due to the decline in
sugar production. This was because of the excessive rain in the southern part of
the tsland of Viti Lavu. The officials believed that the wet weather was no longer
viable for the sugar industry. The closure caused havoc in the community

becauss many farmers were stiil under debt.

The community which had just settlad by collecting its 'bits and pieces’ of culture
and traditions was left virtually on their own resources. As mentioned earlier the
saswbatu relationship bounded the colonial govermment and the C3SR Company
and the government did not bother much about the survival of the children of
girmitiys, The insecurity, which brought their ancestors to Fijl, applied to the first
generation Indians as well. The closure of the mill became a major cause of

gmigration. Thay started looking for other sources of income.
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Periodic Movements

After sugar cane farming was shifted, many young males traveled seasonally to
the wast of the isiand during the cane harvesting seasons to work on the sugar
farms again. Others went to build the infrastiucture. Thege movements did not
continue for iong as many realized that cash cropping and other acfivities brought

better income.  One elderly respondent said:

The Company's departure was a blessing in disguise,
we were seeing real monay. Income wes received on
a weekly basis, we gid not have to wsit for the ‘great
day - the cane payment’

international Emigration

The first person emigrated from Wainasasa in 1957. He went to England as &
tourist and did not return.  However, the most important movement, began in
1684, when the 'macro-structure’ of the South Pacific Work Permit Scheme of
New Zealand was introduced.

This scheme became very popular for the young meh of Wainasasa, it gave
them an opportunity to travel in an aeroplane and vigit a country developed by
Eurgpeans. Most Indo-Fijians at that time regarded Europseans as a 'superior
race' and visiting New Zealand was a privilege. Once they retumed from working

Indo-Fijiam Enigration: A Case Sty of the ‘Chikdren of Glrmitlye’® 174



as |abourers on farms, their conversations were full of praise. My uncle who
visited New Zaaland five times, his impression of New Zealand was expressed

as such:

U desh me lo makhi bechlai, Butter tibil pe bahai do
ek chuti bif nai fege. Moke fagla to hum ruk jata.
Gora ke desh hai na, bahut chikan haj.

{in that country even fiies siide. Throw butter on the
table no ants touch it. If | had the chancs, | would

have stayed back. It is gora (whitemens’ fand,

therefore very clean)
(Translated by the author}

Thesa short-tarm labour migrants borrowed 65 pounds from moneyienders and
familles to pay for the alrfares. In 4 months, each labourer earned an average of
300 pounds which was an excellent pay compared to what they eamed in Fiji.

Some youths travelled as much as 7 to 8 times. One respondent stated:

1 bribed the officials and gave them $50 fo obtain visa.
if wa went on a tourist visa if was ilfegal fo work, so
we dressed up on coal and panis o look lke a Sahib
and no one questionsed where we were going.

As mentioned earlier this scheme was a controlled labour migration with strict
rules. No one person was allowed to enter New Zealand more than once in a
year. However, oral sources reveal that many people went on a fourist visa and

worked illegally in New Zealand'®. Respondents indicated ‘fowls and ducks’

" There wae a restriction on taking New Zealard currency out of the country. The respondents said thet the
illegeal immigrants hid their earning in their shoes when they travelled back to Fiji. i
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were given to government officials to obtain visas because ‘it was very difficult for

them to find employment at that time in Fiji".

Times may have bean difficult as is shown in the following Fiif Times (8 August
1965} article. It proves that many people tied to obtain visas ard passports

through illegal means.

Those who could not obiain work permits went as tourists. A respondent had
been fo New Zealand 8 times said:

Before | left for New Zesland, | psid five pounds
{which was big money at thaf time — fwo weeks pay}
for a suif. 1 was a visifor and not allowad to work,
Therefore, | wore a suil so thal no one could suspect
that | was a poor man walking the &ireets of New
Zealand in search of work.

Sometimes | felt thet the Now Zealand govemment
officials were aware of visitors working illegatly but
nof much effort was made to apprehend them.

It was difficult to overstay in New Zealand at that time and one respondent said:

if | had the chancs, | would have stayed permanently
in New Zsaland. [f was easy work and good pay as
farm labourers. But they made it so difffcult. We went
in lots and were collected by the farmer at the alrporl.
He took our passports on arrival end handed it over to
uvs when we were refurning fo Flli. Thesse measures
ware taken bscause a lot of workers had run away
from his farm.
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{The Fiji Times, B August 1985: 3)

FOUR MEN FINED TOTAL OF FOUR HUNDRED POUNDS FOR

PASSPORT -PERWIT OFFENCES
Fim&oﬂli'na'our‘ ol d | i mu“, on four man of the Nedl aourt frocse for affenceas nwvalving
and b it lorllwl'.eﬂand. Tha mwen, all from Suva, are Hart Bhajan,
lIhIntln.le nohaud'“ dra Dip. 'I'hey h ‘qullly to the charges baforse he sevior maglstra., who

P 4 fine of hupd , I el 3 t, In sach caxe,

AN four men sald they hed oblained thelr permita thicuph a Suva Travel agency end knew no#m oﬂhu forgesise.
Bhajan was chargad with having in hia posasssion on July 24 this year with lawil & forgad p

Only one person from Wainasasa managed to overstay in New Zealand. He
lster married a Maori woman te gain permanent residence. This respondent told
me that he stil misses Fiji and was thinking of returning home but frequent
disturbance on the political scene makes him rethink whether he should come
back. In 1987 only ane of his sister's and a brother jolned him when New
Zesland's labour government announced a ‘visa free' access for a short time
during the Chrisimas holidays in 1986/87. No other family members could qualify

to enter New Zealand because of the stringent immigrant policy requirements.

The 1987 short tarm free visa access saw hundreds of single Indo-Fijian males
and females enter Mew Zealand. This access was immediately cancefled when
the government saw the huge influx of people from Fiji and other Padific islands.
Howsver many of them were able to gain permanent residence sither through

marriage or via the poiicy of pardon for the oversiayers.
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The salient issue is that the South Pacific Work Parmit Scheme exposed the
emigrants 10 a weslern style of living. This was ths initial stage when they
chserved the opportunifies available in developed nations. Because of this
exposure, some tried to escape fo other destinations, such as Canada and the
Unlted States of America with the money they earned in New Zealand. Almost
all of them were single man. The immigration policies of thase countries enabled
the emigrants to stay permanently. After 10-15 years of residance in the host
country they became legible io sponsor thelr relatives in the ‘chain migration
process'. As a resuit some whole families have gone and many others are sfill

waiting for their chance.

With the presence of a large of number of Indo-Fijians In the United States and
Canada, mariages are frequently arranged with Fiji residents. A number of
pecple have entered these countries on marriage grounds as wel. Skilled and
professional emigration criterla have not heen very popular among the residents
of Wainasasa. The obvious reason is the presence of a large number of families
In Canada and United States of America. This does not mean that the skillad

and professionals do not emigrate, they do but under the 'family re-union

category’,

Figure 5.1 shows that the actual process of migration. Various categories of

emigration were adopted to initiate the process. QOf these 11 families went to

Indo-Fifiom Emigration: A Cose Study of the ‘Children of Glrmitiya® 178



Canada, 12 to United States of America, 4 to Australia and 3 to New Zealand.
The figure shows the importance of marriage and family re-union categories in

the research site in regards to amigration.

Source: Author

Characteristics of Emigrants
During the 19680s, most of the original migrants were young males, who

emigrated in search of a employment. As mentioned earlier during this period

they were in a desperate situation because the colonial government virually
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offerad no assistance when the CSR shifted the economy activity of sugar
production to the west of Fiji.

According to the survey, it is clear that the majority of the contemporary
emigrants from VWainasasa are from all age groups. The highly trained
professionals emigrating under the family re-union category do not need to state
their professional skills. Skilled persons' pass a point's test based on skills, age

and English language ability.

In the ‘chain' emigration all age groups qualify, Most emigrantis continue o join
their family members in a "chain migration' procesa especially bournd for Canada
and the United States. Therefore the shift in direction of emigration from Canada
to Australia (Fig 4.7 a,b} did not much effect on emigrants from Wainasasa,

Thera were a number of young males who also went to Pacific Islands such as
the Solomon Islands and New Hebrides (Vanuatu) as labour migrants. Ona went
to Papua New Guinea as well. All of them retumed to Fiji upon completion of
their term. The response was that the conditions and terms of employment in

these countries were not too attractive,

.
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Summary

This chapter briefly discussed the history of the research site. 1 looked at the

forming of community and demaographics of settlement.

Then 1 discussed the trends in emigrafion. It showed why people started t¢ move
and how thelr emigration was initiated. Different types of movements i.e. cydlic,
pariodic and international were focussed on. The characteristics of emigrates

was also discussed.

The next chapier presents the findings of the research in Wainasasa.
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CHAPTER SIX

EMIGRATION OF THE CHILDREN OF GIRMITIYA FROM
WAINASASA

INTRODUCTION

This chapter presents the findings of the research. The data was collected by

the mettods described in chapter one.
It pregents why the children of girmitlya emigrate. 1t focuses on return migration,

the future trend of emigration and then looks at the effect of emigration and its

imptications for Fifi.
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WHY DO CHILDREN OF GIRMITIVA EMIGRATE?

The decision {0 emigrate is often basad on the gpportunities available elsewhere,
The survey shows that personal reasons and struciural forces create a ‘push’

factor under which a decision te move is made.

A range of responses was collected, when former residents of Fijl were asked
why they left Fijil. The most frequently ¢lted reason was insecurity due to political
instability. Walnasasa was not a crime prone area until the coups of 1987 but
things have changed since. Two houses and a shop wera bumt down during the
crisis and since then terroriem has not stopped in \Wainasasa. Frequent stoning

and stealing confinued and escalated during the 2000 takeover of Parilament.

Other reagons for leaving were the desire to join family members, lack of job
opportunities, low salary, further education, secure better future for their children,
better medical facilities, ineficient police and judiciary and abuse of human rights
especially during crisis. These are the major reasons that have created a push
factor. Figure 8.1 shows some of negative and positive points of emigration that
were collectod from the respondents.
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Figawe 8.1:

Advantages/Disadvantages of Emigration

Positive Points

Negative Points

Good iifestde

Chesp foad and good choice
Quislity houges
Emplayment opportunitios
Good Incoms

Political stability
Educational spportLinity
Respect for democracy
Bood governance

Respect for human rights
Freatom of religion

Strong judiciary and police
Better status for wormon

Difficully find appropriate jobs
High intereast on loans

Miss family

Expensive living

The following responses obtained from those interviewed indicate the problems

that Indo-Fijlans face in Fiji's unstable environment.

! emigrated to have a peaceful life for my family and e and
fo utitize my education and qualification with advenced
technology. Since the 1987 coups, Fiji's sltuation was very
unstable, people were gelling unemployed, daily crimes
increased and the feer of each Indo-Fiiian with these
unstabifify was uncertain., The fear of unseftfed life was
grinding on everyone's mind and peopie often were thinking
of what would happen next. The educetion at school was
dooming and students were missing their studies & lot.
With my favourable age end qualificalion, | was in the
position during thaet time (1995} lo pass a points test in the
criteria of migration to Ausfrelia. | would never regret for the
move | took and my family and | enjoy our peacefu! life
here,
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Another regpondent states why she emigrated to New Zealand:

[ emigrated for two reasons: first my husband had to
finish his masters before the age of 30 which was one of
the requirements at the university. Secondly, the first
coup was very frightening especially when our house was
raided under the barral of the gun.

Both these nespondants of Australia and New Zealand see the country as land of
opportunities for advancement in terms of better education for children and seif.
These countries were perceived as politically, economically and sociafly stable,
whare human rights are respected. Both the respondents were young, educated

and skilled people.

However, in the case of respondents from Canada and the United Stales

different reascns were given. A regpondent from Canada said:

! have gone old, no one is left in Flji hare to fook after me, All
my children iive in America. Though 1 wilf miss Fifi, but f must
stay hens because medical facilltios are belter there and all
my children will support me financially.,

Another respondent from the United States sald:
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| amigrated because | have lived with my yvoungest son all my
fife. he was moving so | decided o join him. ANl my other
sons and daughters are living very well in America and it is
befter for my younger son to join them too. There iz too much
problem in Fii. Thisves come around just aboul every
second day, but when we call the police they make an
excuse, there is no lransport. it is very frightening to live
alone.

Both these respondents are in their mid S0s and 80s. It is clear from the
response of migrants to Canada and the United States, about the importance of
the family bond within the Indo-Fijian community. Although they have emotional
attachment with Fiji they feel too insecure to stay here any longer. More people
emigrate to these countries in the ‘chain’ migration process than to Australa and

MNew Zealand.

When respondents were asked about the presence of racism and discrimination

in the society, one respondent said:

! as an Indian have been discriminated by the government
policies on education and business. On both issuves,
govemment gives priarities fo Fijians and Rotumens first and
then considers Indians.

Comments about the host soclety was different;

There is no virlually discrimination and racism. The people
over here in Brisbane are so heipful, kind, humble and always
prepared fo help anyone no matter of what colour, race or
raligion one belongs fo. It is also against the law lo
discriminate at any race.
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Another respondent felt diffarent about racia) discrimination in New Zealand. He
said:

Thig is a hard question, it depands on individual circumsiances.
Some people have had difficulties especially when they apply for
Jjobs, though | haven't experienced this.

The research showed that there was & stronger feeling to emigrate armong the
Indo-Fijian women than Indo-Fijian men. The most frequently ciled reason was
the persistonce of patriarchal control and the feeling of insecurity created by the

potiticel instability.

The Indian society is a patriarchal society. Normally the woman is recognised
through her husband. In a rursl set-up most women do not go out to work, They
are expetted to maintain their home and small farms. They only move around to
certain locations for instance, town or visiting famities with the consent of their
husbands. In crisis situations the hushands do not allow their wives to go

anywhera alone, thus the patriarchal control gets stronger.

Indo-Filian women are fascinated by the progress the women make when they
emigrate. Most of them become drivers and own cars. They buy good houses
which they boagst about. Many of them frequently come back to display their
changed behaviours and possessions. Thelr timid looks disappear and they
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becomne more vocal. One respondent in New Zeatand says these changes have

been possible because:

Women are second to none in Australia, Women of
any rgce or culfure are lrealed as locals and they
have equal rights and opporunities. With their
education and qualifications they have equal rights fo
occupy any position in any feld. Women over herg
are employed from lsbourers lo the decision making
in the Pariarment.

Another's response shows that in the countries of immigration patriarchy still

persists for some despite them finding a job with equal pay:

All wornen here have equal employment opportunities
but it is & challenge managing a full time job and
family. To have & fob of responsibility means a lot of
extra hours of work, which fs really impossible at
times. Wormen have equal say wheltever they do,
There Is no discrimination in pey. Women have fofs
more opportunities here in New Zealand jn lerms of
studies, job opporiunities and also they have
agencies who help them in times of needs, for
example: abuse of husband efc.

Another response from Augstralia shows that social standing for some Indo-Fijian

womaen doas not improve upon ernigration and blames the tradition. She says:

The position of women in the work and professional
environment is very good and equal but on the soclel
favel it js different based upon the individual. Some
are treated very well. Whereas others are nol.
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Despite all the legal rights women have, not all put
them to the tesl. | belisve that a majonty of Indian
women accept domestic violence because either they
believe they deserve it or they are afraid to speak out
and stand up for their rights.

! think that tradition teaches us that men are seen to
be more superior over women and thersfore they
{men) belisve ithat they can treal women In which
every way they wish., Being in the right manner or
wrong. | think thal even now in the fwenly-first
century realfy hasn't changed fhe perspeciives of the
position of women, | guess tradifion is fradition and
may never change. Even in the future regardiess of
how modemised this would gef, [ think that this
tradition may never change.

The above view was presented to the respondents in Fiji and their response was
they had to battle with three types of oppression in Fiji. First: the pafriarchy,
second; weak institutions (police and the justice system) and third: the ‘povarty of
opportunity’ —*No job, no money, no voice’. Overseas residence is still altractive
because the opportunity to earn a separate income will give them liberation from
patriarchy. They also felt the government was always willing 1o assist wornen in
nead, which is difficult to achieve in Fiji. The women felt that it is an individuals'
choice whether to continue living in an abusive relationship or to find an
alternative. The altemnative choice they felt only could be made upon emigration

but not in Fiji because of cultural and {egal constraints.

Another reason why Indo-Fijlans emigrate is because of the presence of a large,

intact ex Indo-Fijian community overseas. Social groups, prayer groups and
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clubs have formed strong ethnic community in the countries of immigration. An
emigrant refated that:

The ethnic communily is very shong. We have &

number religious bodfes who mest on a very regular

basis. Young peopla are given opportunities fo recite

different holy books.  Most people hold pooja

{prayers} and kirtans (davofional hymns) on & regular

basis. We have a good group of keen parenis who

are involved and commilted in the teaching of Hindi

language. People wanf their children to maintain their

mother-fongue,
Considering all these factors, respondents In Fiji were asked how many ware
intending to emigrate. Sixty per cent said they were serious in their decisions to
emigrate, 30 per cont were keeping their options open and 10 per cent had no

intantion of emigrating. {Figure 6.2)

Most respondents feit that the political situation in Fiji would deteriorate. While
appreciating this view the emigrants overteas and local Indo-Fijians were asked
whather Indo-Fijlans should be assisted to settie overseas. Fifty per cent of the
respondents in Fiji felt they should ba assisted, 40 per cent were nct sure and 10
per cent feit thay should not ba assisted. Forty per cent of the ex-Fiji residents
feit they should be assisted, 5¢ per cent were not sure and 10 per cent felt they
should not be assisted.
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Source: Author

WHY DO SOME STAY IN FlJI?

There are some children of girmitlya who choose to remain in Fili. They fesl that
the Inda-Fijlan community has enviched this country immeasurably contributing 1o
Fili's culture, politics, economic prosperity and social fife. A typical response from

40 year old high schaol teacher was:

i think | am doing well here. | do not want any more
major changes in my fffestyle and the way of living.

Another professional respondent mentioned that.
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Instabiiity is tha main factor that would diclate my
decision fo emigrate. Incentive fo stay on in Fiji is
secure job, which | have now.

The tendency to emigrate among the non-professionals was strong. The
reasons given were political instabiiity, weak economy (short working hours,
wage decrease), high crime rate and discriminatory government policies towards
Indo-Fijians. Only two non-professional respondents did not wish to emigrate.
One did not have any close family members overseas but the second one who
had her mother, brothers and sisters in Canada still did not want to emigrate

because:

In foreign countries things will be rmore modemized and
we have fo work very hard to earn money. Thers,
money is everything. People are very different there.

RETURNED EMIGRANTS

Geddes' (1987/88) argument that Indo-Fijian emigrate for material benefits {see

chapter one}, is not difficult to prove when visiting ex Indo-Fijlans residents

overseas. One would see the results of emigration. Their material possessions
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include large housas, several cars and frequent overseas holidays. This of

coursa is attained through hard work and & desire for success.

However, we tend to overlook the emotions of the emigrant experience. For
example, there are many kinds of loneliness in developed nations for amigrants
from a differant background. There is the loneliness of being an emigrant,
loneliness of a widowfwidower, lonsliness of being an only child, loneliness of
being neglected by children at old age, this list can go on and on. These
persistent aches and pains continue for many who ieave their raots. No matfer

how bad these emotions maybe, very few choose to retum permanently.

When emigrants were asked whether they missed Fili? The majority said they
did. A respondent in Australia said:

I miss all my family and friends (including Fiflans and other races
as well), neighbours, previous workmates end most of all ‘our
home and land’ and the relaxed life.

Ancther said;

I miss the relaxed life-style, the cheap and vanely of vegelebles
and just the community.

But when asked, whether they considered returning to Fiji, a female respondent
replied:
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I will come ko Fiif to visit family but not to live.

On the other hand, the male respondent stil hoped to come back. He said:

Considering the present situalion of Fiii not peacelui, unstable
and fearf! life, | would prefer to come to Fifi as a visitor only.
However, if circumstances do change, upon retum to democracy
and equalfty among both races with peace and harmony, | would
prefar spending the rest of my life in my motherisnd.

Another respondent from Hawaii felt that she will be emotionally hurt if she visited
or returned to Fiji. She said;

! cannot visit Fiji after Amma’s {mother's) death. Grief to me i
very personal and Fiif is attached fo thal which is most dear fo
me.

The researcher's personal obsarvation especially on widowed older women was
that they had a stronger feeling to return to FYi. In some casea children took
advantage of their parents, by empioying them as baby-sitters.  Thelr movement
is restricted because of their obligation of being boarders in their children's home
and because of their lack of knowledge of the place. Yet they do not wish to
return, When agked one said:
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At ieast | have & secure place lo stay. | would rather
die under my children’s eves lhan to dia with no one
around.

Howsver, it is evident (see Figure 8.1) that the respondents see more positive
points in emigrating. No doubit, return migration is limited, Only one family from
Wainasasa retumed Yo Fiji after 7 years of residence in New Zealand. He had
emnigrated after the 1987 coups. The return was not initiated until he secured
New Zealand citizenship for his family,. He said the main reason why he

returned was because:

! was offered a job with good pay in Fiii. My degision
to come back depended on Fiji's refurn fo democracy
and a promise to review the racist 1990 Constitution.

There was afso a pressure from my family to come
back, as | was the only mamber of the family away
from home. Another reascn was that my chifdren
were growing up with 'Kiwi culture’, | desperately
warnted them fo know Hindi. With these pressures

and with Fiff retuming lo a form of democracy in 1892
general elections | decided to come back.

However, the environment of uncertainty in Fiji now is making the respondent
think again of returning to New Zealand. But 'pulling up roots’ for the second
time is more difficult, he says. Like other Indo-Fijians, he alsc lives for his
children. His hopes for a good fuiure were shattered by the 2000 coup,

ultimately if things do not improve, he may return to New Zealand.
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Although most Indo-Fijians are reluctant to retum, they do not hesitate to actively
streas their ‘Fiflan identity' in their new homes.  While in Australia and New
Zealand, | noted the desire 1o dress in Fijian shyle *bulg’ shirts by both ex Indo-
Fijian males and females. They openly display their "Fijianneas’ with car number
plates as 'Fiji' or 'Bula' or 'Namaste' and their homes are full of things Fijian,
ranging from wall hangings, pots and pans {o Fijlan style mats and brooms.

Similar observation was also made by Buchignani on Indo-Fijians in Canda.

indian family structures jargely remain infact when Indo-Fijians emigrate. The
second generation are constantly being socislised and raised to maintain their
Filian identity. Even their diet is controlled to a point that one meal must have an
Indo-Fijian flavour. It is difficutt to assess how long will this continue, but it
seems as long as tha association continues with Fiji, the feeling of 'Fijlanness'

will remain even though their retum may not eventuate,

FUTURE TREND OF EMIGRATION

Most of the respondents' felt that Fiji's political and economic siusation will
further deteriorate that wili be force people to look for stable environment
elsewhere. When questionsd most respondents were intending to emigrate.

Sidy per cent weng seriously thinking of emigrating, 3¢ per cent were keeping
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their options open, only ten per cent of respondants said they had no intention of

emigrating (Figure 8.3).

Som‘oe, Author

EFFECTS OF EMIGRATICN ON WAINASASA

Diriving through Wainasasa, one would notice neglected farmlands and deserted
houses. Ona proparty owner deserted in the late 1960s, has been on the market
since. The whole family now lives in United States and Canada. Recently it has

been cleaned and is now occupied by an evicted family from Tailevu.

Another property bought by an indigenous Fijian is also being ignored as he
hardiy stays there, most of his time is spent in his village. Yet another house
and a large piece of land has been on the market for the last 10 years since all

the family members live in Australia. A number of houses ara locked after by
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extended family members because the original owners remain overseas. Such

is the situation in Wainasasa,

in the small settiement of Wainasasa anyone wouki notice that it is being
gradually depopulaied. No one family is left without a relative overseas. If they
are not able to emigrate to developed nations such as Australia, New Zealand,
Canada and the United States, they look for opportunities to escape to other
Pacific Island countries. A couple of families from Wainagasa have emigrated to

the island Kingdom of Tonga.

The extent of emigration is clearly visible on occasions of marriage and deaths.
Wedding dates these days are set in consultation with those resident overseas.
It has been noficed that the brides, grooms and immediale family members
dress in clothing imported from America, Canaeda, Ausiralia, New Zealand,
Singapore and India.  Normally the clothes are brought by those resident
overseas. Indian weddings appear to be an expansive globel affair now, as

family members do not hasitate to join those in Fiji.

Similarly in cases of deaths, funeral arrangements are alsc deferred for family
members to arfive. In some cases it takes as much as 4-5 days. With the
community support any inconvenience is usually overcome. {In Hindu tradition

the family is not allowed to light a fire and cook unfil the comse is cremated).
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Racently there has been the problem of overcrowding at the mortuaries in ail the
hospitals around Fiji. This is one of the reasons why the mortuaries have had
an overcrowding problem. There is talk of charging for storage of bodies, which
will affect mostiy the Indo-Fijian community.

A major problem faced by families resident in Fiji is that the forelgn embassies
are very reluctant {o issue visas for family members to attend funerals and
wedding ovarseas. The embassies have been facing the problem of people not
returning and these precautionary measures are placed. This policy also affects

genuine visitors as well.

Many residents feel that before the 2000 coups, Fiji's economy was booming.
People were very interested in farming. Now every activity is at a standatill.
Farmars find it dificult to sel! their produce. Many garment factory workers have
lost their jobs. Especially in the garment industry, investors have simply locked
their doors and have flad the country as a result of the political crisis. An
Ametican investor commented in the Fiji Times (18 July 1D96).

Fiffs economy will not improve until psople have a
reason to Jive and invest here which means addressing
issues of government instability, crime, the constitution,
ALTA and accountabiiity.

Tndo-Fijten Eatlgration: 4 Case Study of the ‘Children of Girmitiva' 199



These comments are true even ioday as has been raised by Nilesh Jamnades
who analysis that the ‘garment industry forecasts gioom' (Sun 8 July 2001:3).
Most Indo-Fijians do not see a future for themselves and their children in Fiji as
the political problems drag on. Many of thern fee! threatened by the worsening
law and order situation on the streets and in thewr homes, The fear of violence
affects the social life in Wainasesa, There is always someone laft behind to look
after the house and property whenever familles are invited to waddings and
parties.

The maintenance of law and order is nacessary to create an environment
attractive to the investor. The rige in unemployment in uwrban centres is directiy
linked to the rapid rise in violent crimas and theft. Incoming governments must

develop investor confidence that antails the maimtenance of law and order,

Hawever the strategies of development adopted by the government have
resulted in the marginalisation of a section of the population. The failure of the
government to consider the grievances of other communities has contributed to
the present social, economic and political conditions. The government should
seriously consider the waming given by the World Bank {1996) that It cannot
expact a reasonable rate of economic growth unless it adopis a constitution
acceptsble to all and solve the land-lease problems’. Human resource
development will suffer if the authorities do not maintain social order.
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Many Indo-Fijians feel that despite them achieving good education their future
held little hope in Fii. They felt that the on-going political problems will not
generate sconomic growth that will affact other services. The future of their
children looked bleak. The result from the present survey indicates that the

exodus will continue.
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SUMMARY

The study shows that smigration is not a new phenomenon for Wainasasa. The
initial factor that started emigration from Wainasasa was economic instability.

The cumrent trend is now compoundad by insecurity created by political crisis.

Families play an important role in matters of emigration. There was a gradual
‘pull ance one member of the family went away. The process of ‘chain
migration’ has been an important factor. More people go to Canada and the
Unlted States than to Australia and New Zealand. Australlan and New Zealand
policy is to atiract more educated people. This does not mean that peoole of
Wainasasa are not educated, The educated have been joining their famibes
under the ‘family re-unlon’ category.

The study hes alsc revealed that some professionals are not interested in
emigrating. These respondents did not have many close family members
rasident overseas. Perhaps they oo would consider emigrating if most of their
family members go. It has been noficed that the thought of emigration crosses
people’s mind when a child emigrates. Once the linkage is established, It is

maintained, It also appears that only in crigis situation there arises an urgency to
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emigrate. Otherwige family members wait for sevaeral years (sometimes up to

fitteen yoars) before they finally depart.

The research showed that women have a stronger urge to emigrate than men.
They feel more insecure and are concerned about the law and order situation in
Fii. The women also folt that the patrarchal control would be weakened in
developed nations. They would heve greater freedom through saming a

separate income and the laws would protect their status.

While the insecurity of land tenure is virtually absent in Wainasasa, the residents
still emigrate when their chance comes. They are frightened that they also can
be terrarised as their neighbours in Muaniweni, who were residents on freehold
land. Ownership of freehold title does not offer the security from temorism in
crigis. This indicates that if emigration is perceived in relation to Fiji, then
evidently Indo-Fijians from all other areas have a stronger case to emigrate as

most of them reside on ‘native land’. Thus emigration is unlikely to be reduced.
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CONCLUSION

The significant aspect of this study lies in the fact that there has not been any in-
depth study undertaken on Indo-Fijian emigration, Furthermore, there has bean
no detailed work focusing on issues that directly relate to the question of why
Indo-Fijians are emigrating in such large numbers. The work that exists on
emigration mostly concenfrates on the broader picture and in parficular deals

with nationat or regional trends.

Fiji's continuing soclal, economic and political instability has led to an sthnically-
based emigration. More Indo-Fijians emigrate than any other ethnic group. The
primary objective of this thesis has been to crilicaily analyse the Indo-Fijian
emigration pattern. It has discussed the level, directlon and composition of
emigration from Fiji highlighting the dramatic increase in emigration in the wake
of the two military coups of 1887 and a further increase after the 2000 civil

takeover of parliament.

| undertook a historical analysis of Fiji society to determine how and why the
actual migration process is initiated. | advanced with the concept that the
‘principles of colonialism’ hava led to the present emigration pattern in Fili.
Unlike other colonies that welcomed indentured labourers, the British did not
grant full settler rights to Indians in their colony of Fiji and their rights to land

were heid in abeyance.
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Indenture apitomized the policy of divide and rule which has been the halimark
of British Colonization. This led 1o a number of past-colonial conflicts in Fiji. The
crucial problern facing the Indian community is land. Indo-Fifians know that they
can never be owners of the land.  The salient issue is that leases on native tand
on which most Indo-Fijians live have begun to expire and many landowners are
no longsr shown to be interested in leasing their land. The major question that
crosses an Indian’s mind is wheare will they go? | argued that the fesling of
ingecurity and discrimination are the major factors of smigration among the Indo-

Fijiang,

Chapter two of this thesis has besn concerned with some of the theoretical
explanations of migration and seitliement. The central argument is that migration
and setlemant are closely related to economic, political and cultural linkages
being formed betwesn different countries. The macro and micro-structures of
the ‘migration gystems theory' were discussad. It is important to note that each
migratory movement hes its specific historical pafterns and most migrations siart

with young economically active parsons,
The indenture sysfemn and the South Pacific Work Pemmit Scheme were

analysed as 'macro structures’ under the ‘migration systems theory'
Emigrations for a large number of Indians and Indo-Fijians were initiated within
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these struclures. Both these schemes were controlled at govemment
government lavel,

The indentured migration led to the permanent settement of almost 80 pear cent
of the ‘freed’ iabourérs. There is no writtan record of family membaers joining the
girmitiya in Fili. 1t is highly uniikely that peasants from india would have joined
them. On the other hand, the ginmitiya did not have the ability to contact their
relatives as they siruggled with the pressing problems of day-to-day existence in
& new fife. As fime passed, memories of India faded.

In the case of South Pacific Work Permit Scheme, only g few lebaurars
managed to become parmanent residents in New Zealand. Indications are that

~ a large number were willing to become citizens of New Zealand but could not
because of the legal provisions. However, the Indo-Filian experience of short-
term labourer scheme, opened their visions of opportunities available outside
Fiji. The exposure to SPWPS saw Indo-Fliians going 0 other develdoped
countries where immigration procedures were not 1oo stringent.

Then | distussed 'micro-structures’ in ‘rmigration systems theory’. M refers io
emigration of smaller numbars of people retated by family and community ties.
Family linkages often provide both the financial and the cultursl capital which
make migration possible. Typically ‘migratory chains’ are started by external
factors. In ihe case of Indo-Fijians an initial movement was established with the
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movement of young pionears. Once a movement is established the migrants
mainly follow ‘besten paths’ (Stahl, 1993) and are helped by relatives and

friends already in the area of immigration.

Networks based on family help provide shelier, work and support in personal
difficuties. These social networks make the migratory process safer and more
manageable for the migrants. Once started, emigration becomes a self-
sustaining social process. Thousands of Indo-Fijians have emigrated as ‘chain’
migrants since the 1960s. As emigrants become eligible, they sponsor their

remaining families under the family support and reunion schemas.

The second argument is thaft the migratory process has certain internai
dynamics based on social netwarks. These internal dynamics can lead to
devetopments not initially intended by the migrants themselves or by the slates
concemed, Most migratory movements lead to setlement of a large proporfion
of emigrants. Thus the emergence of socisties which are more ethnically and
culturally diverse must be seen as an inevitable result of initlal decisions to

recruit foreign workers.

Indentured immigration and consequent settiement built a segmented sociaty in
Fiji. This led to a potential conflict situation between the two major communifies.
Indo-Fijians were given the chance to equally participate in the capitalist

enterprise as labourers, while the Filians remained in their villages preserving
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their cultures and traditions under the nsfive policy.  The settliement pattern

created an ethnicatly and culturally diverse society in Fijl.

The ethnic identification in Fiji was designed to maximise the power of the
colonial masters in a situation of market competition. Such theories have their
roots in Max Webars concept of 'social closure’, whareby a status group
establishes rules and practices to exclude othars, in order 1o gain & competitive
advantage (Weber 1086:343). This is exactly what happened in Fiji's case. The
indigenous population remained by-standers as Fiji developed while, the Indo-
Filians were given an equal chance to participate in the capiielist enterprise.
The result was that the indo-Filians weve {rained to survive the capitalist
economy as Iindividuals but the Indigenous Filians remained tied to their

communal environment.

However the Indo-Fijian economic power had to be compromised for political
power. Despite their being a majority from 1946 to 1867, they did not enjoy
equal political rights.  Yet both the communities continued to five side by side
without much confromtation, However, in 1987 an Indian dominated governmeni
came to power with a 10 per cert swing in Fijlan votes. Communal differences
becarnme apparent among the indiganous population, Thase differences were
displayed on racial grounds and the govemment was removed through military
coups. issues of culture, identity and community bacame highly politicised and
‘race’ was sensationalised which led to large-scale emigration of Indo-Fijians.

Indo-Fijian Emigravion: 4 Case Stedy of the 'Childven of Girmitiye 08



The economic cost of ethnic conflict came back to haunt the coup markers. Fiji
was placed hack on the tfrack of democracy with the introduction of 18997
canstitution, but this again saw an indian dominatad parly win the 1998 generai
election. Again the democratically slected government was thrown out in a civil
coup. In a politically unstable environment investors are reluctant to come.
Massive economic dislocation has taken place and people are suffaring. Indo-
Fijian emigration that had stabilised by 19582 has been escalating since 19 May
2000,

The structural costs however, are likely to persist s the athnic conflict continues
ic emoulder. In the short run, it is uniikely that sconomic disparities between
Fijians and Indo-Fijians will be bridged, as the Fijlan society becomes more and
more class conscious. In this context, the basis of ancther round of
discriminatory policies is being laid for ethnic cutbidders to capitalize upon, as
one tier of extremists is replaced by another in downward splral of unending

destruction of the Fijian sconomy.

indo-Fijiang are being isolaled from many institutiong, such as the judiciary,
army, police and the civil service. 'Stafe sponsored racism’ in the form of
gffirmative action programmes, makes an indo-Fijian wosried about their place in
Fiji aociety and it is unlikely that the current level of emigration will be reduced.
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Chapter threa of this thesis examined in detail the works of various scholars who
have written on emigration from Fiji. While most of them agree that the feeling
of ingecurity is the major factor that causes emigration, the scholars draw from
their respective disciplines to explain Indo-Fijian emigration. Conneli, Geddes,
Bedford & Levick have explained Indo-Fijian emigration as a regional issus.
Naidu, Chetty & Prasad see it as a national issue. Studies in host societies

have also generally looked at emigration from Fiji as a national issue.

Since, over 90 per cent of emigrants from Fifi are Indo-Fijians, | have analysed it
as an ‘ethnic issue’ and concentrated on Indo-Fijian emigration. Therefore, this
thesis is the first empirical study of Indo-Fijlan emigration from a rural area. My
fiekdwark is on a rural locality of mainly unskilled to semi-skilled Indo-Fijians. My
main concem is to examine how and why the process was initiated. | have
argued that no single cause is ever sufficient to explain why people decide to
leave their counfry and setle in another. It is essential to fry to understand all

aspects of the migratory process.

Indo-Filian emigration cannot be viewed along simple economistic lines as
suggested by Geddes {1987/88). From my discussion with the respondents it is
clear that emigration was friggered mainly by pofitical uncerainties. The

importance of socio-political factors cannot be ignored in explaining Inde-Fijlan
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ermigration. The rates of emigration during two periods 1967-1971 and 1987-
1980 (see Table 3.4) iliustrate very clearly that socio-political environment does
have a direct impact on the levels of emigration. The dramstic increase in

amigration rates was noted by Chefty and Prasad (1823:10).
They say that:

The 1887 level of formal emigralion represents &
significant increase of 182 per cent over the 7986
lavel and & 288 per cent incroase over the net
departure figura for the previous year.

This research showed that although Indo-Fijian emigration led to an improvement
of the material life-chances as suggested by Geddes, for many, it aiso meant a
class and status decling in the process. Material success has not been achieved
without difficulties. A number of senior administrators had to change occupations
in their adopted countriee., Emigration also meant a decline in economic and
material welfare for a significant number of people. Yet they do not retum. The
most pressing reasan given was the insécurity of land tenure and discritination
in Fiji. Therefore, | stress that the soclo-political factors must be considerad in
trying to understand inde-Fijian emigration. I these factors are ignored then the
gravity of the problems of this country will be denied and the ‘pusi’ to emigrate
will not be adequately addrassed.
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For these reasons most Indo-Fijiana are fleeing to countries where they can find
& sense of acceptance and belonging, Others at the same time are moving out to
seak greaner pastures. Many of those are unlucky and only realise their fate
when the going gets tough. They have no choige. They are moving {0 countrias
where multicutturalism is supposedly promoted and respected. Most find after
emigrating that there is freedom of speech, free efectiong and open and agual
treatment before the law. Some find that the ghost of inequality is still with them,
There is very littie they can do. These rights are balanced by responsibilities, for
a democratic society can only function properly when its citizens play an aclive

part in its institutions.

Available evidence suggests that the current high levels of Indo-Fijian emigration
will be maintained, which supports the hypotheses | proposed in the first chapter
ane. There are two reasons for this. First there is a strong demand for
particular categories of skilled workforce in countries auch ag Auatralia and New
Zealand and secondly the presence of a significantly large poputation of ax Indo-

Fijians in the host countries,

Ex Indo-Fijians are comimitted to living in their new homes. Their commitment is
aradually created in the new social environment. 't has been observed that they
build a way of life as Indo-Fijlans in the host countries by accepting a common
Indian identity and heritage and fransforming it in new enviconment. These

countrigs have made this identity build-up possible under the policy of
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‘multiculturalismy’.  “Multiculturalism’ means accepting the presence of a variety

of languages, religions and cultures.

This suggests that the future Indo-Fijian emigration trend will not be affected
even if the domestic poiitical stahility is maintained. Given the disproportionately
iarge size of ex Indo-Fijians overseas, the ‘chain migration” will ensure an almost

steady outflow of the Indo-Fijlan population,

Further still, the security situation in Fiji remains uncertain following the political
orisis and civil disruption that bagan on May 19, 2001, Fiji, at the tum of the
century appears as a country without direction. Both the indigenous and Indo-
Fijian communities have been victims of colonialism. Nehru (1946) was not
wrong when he said: ‘nearly all our problems have grown Up during Brilish rufe
and as a direct resutt of Brilish policy’ (Discovery of india). The children of

girmitiva were caught up in this process as their journey continues.

For many indo-Fijians who emigraie, there will always be a ‘soft-spot’ in their
hearts for Fiji - it is their birthplace. Many still wish to be cremated in Fiji. The
words of T.S. Eliot, ‘& man's deslination is not his destiny, avery counlry is
home fo one man and exile to another, haunt many Indo-Fijians who struggle to
find a place in a foreign jand, vet they do not return fo their birthplace. Some
have the aspiration to return one day to their “maatra bhumi” but only God knows
how many will be able to achieve that.
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FUTURE RESEARCH NEEDS

This paper was the first research on emigration done at the rural lavel for the
Indo-Fijians. | have tried to explain the actual process of migration. In this
research | have shown the imporance of migration through family re-union,
marriage- and to a lesser extant skilled migration. An effort was made to show
why Indo-Fijlans emigrate. It has become obvious that familles play an

important role in migration declgion-making.

There are not many studies on emigration in Fijfi. Jones (1676, Connell {1985,
1987}, Bedford and Levick {1988), Chetty and Prasad (1993}, and Naidu have alf
contributed to our understanding, Jones' (1976) work sought 1o identify the
actual geographic source of emigrants, which was very helpful for me in my own
study.

More research needs to be done on personal or group characteristics of
emigrants. We know lite about their age, marital status or family compesition.

Like the statistical profile done by Australia, New Zealand, Canada and the
United States also should provide in-depth studles of immigrant communities.
There is lack of study of Fiji emigrants in host societies in malters such as
employment, education, stability in family and wider integration in host
communities. As Chandra and Chetty (1998} suggest detalled interviews with
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former residents are nesded to yisld useful information on issues such as the
number of visits undertaken to Fifi; visits from Fiji relatives and friends; frequency
of telephone and other contacts; the number of family members spansored by

emigrants and involverneant in Fiji affairs.

More work is neaded on the human dimensions of emigration, especially the
human cost of emigration related {o the coups of Fiji. I have just touched on the

issues and thers are many problems that need o be addressed.

Fiji has experiencad a magnitude of skill depletion through emigration. Naidu
raised her concam for loss of doctors in Fiji. Thers have been no studies
showing the full aconomic cost of the ‘brain drain’. Further research could ba
undertaken identifying the gains of receiving countries from the emigration of
highly skilled people.

Most researchers on migration have neglected women. None of these studies
have focussd on women. Researchers on migrations have been male and a
general level of information on women has been low. It is useful to remark that
women alse participate in the decision-making processes relating to migration.
They fraguently have to maintain their familles in rural areas once males leave
and are affecied by mobllty in many ways. Women and migration are

inseparable and little is known about the subject.
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Finally, as Chetty and Prasad suggest, a theoretical technique to measure
emigration should be developed. Fiji's emigration pattern is more of an ethnic
issue but an increasing number of indigenous Fijians are also emigrating. Who
leaves the shores Fiji's is an important question that needs to be addressed.
These suggestions imply that an ongoing study of emigration is urgent and

essential for public policy planners.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Australia’s Opposition Leader Kim Beazley while speaking at the Global
Foundation in Melbourne (The Ausiralian, 4 August 1998), said: ‘A sensible flow

of immigrants will keep our country young” He said:

One of our cantral reasons for promoting a populstion
policy is the serious issue of our aging popufation and
the dependency rafios associafad wilh thal.

Today, there is one Australisn of retirement age for
about every five of working ege — that is, 15 {o 64.
Assuming current lovels of net migration continue, in
the year 2021, there wifl be one for abou! every 3.5.
8y 2081, there will be ona for every 2.5. Carlainly we
must not be too alarmist about this, (buf} we hesd to
think ebout how we gusreniee a sufficient orifical
mass of empioyed people i ease what will be a
mounting fiscal burden on future generations. Labour
knows that immigration can help to keep our country
young.

While there has been a concemn for shorlage of nurses in Fiji's hospitais for
sometime, the Ministry of Health has blamed the Australian Government for the
exodus of doctors from cur shores (Sun 31 July 2001), It is high time that Fiji's
governing class realises why Fiji is losing is its trained people. The government
should try to create an environment that will retain the skilled and professional Fiji

trained people in Fiji.

Indo-Fijian Emigration: A Cass Study of the Children of Girmitive’ 217



Fiji does not reatise the value of its loss and continuas creating an environment
which is ‘pushing’ the Indo-Fijlans away. It is high time that the government
realises that not only the indo-Fifians but an increasing number of educsted

indigenous population Is also emigrating.

Fiji has undergone saveral major ¢risis ralated to race but their have been no
major raciat strife. One needs to examine Indian/Fijian relations because
immediately after the 1987 coups a ‘kind of fatalism enveloped many Indo-
Fijians, they talked not of struggle, but of emigration’ (Robertson & Tamanisau
1989:102).

Thousands of people have emigrated from Fiji. An estimated community size in
Australia is 53,745 (ADIMA 2001:2) and Canada’s Gazetie (www) esfimates that
80,000 ex-Fijians live there. Figures from New Zealand and the United States

are not available,

indications are that as long as indo-Fijians exist in Fii the emigrant connection
will be maintained. There is already a lucrativa market for Fijian products
overseas. The government should take careful steps to maintain the links, and
revive the economy through exports.  This will only be possible if democracy

retums,
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APPENDIX A

THE DEED OF CESSION OF FIJI TCO GREAT BRITAIN

10T OCcTOEBER, 1874

Narr.~-One origina! of the Drecd of Crsnian was retained in Fiji, ang unedl the late *thivtier
of the ent :ant\rry wias in the archives of the Colonial Government. It began to show
ima af wear, one of which the following text {5 taken

and
—wrere made fbr 1uu‘l usa, the original 'l:eln; phaced in mfe keepmg
The twro inteclineations, yeferred to im the Tnts ' ceruﬁclu. inidalled hy him in the
margin, and indicared bdow by axceriaks, were as fo 1 (1) in Sir Barcular Robinson's titke,
the adbective konowadle, waed dor the ©rder of Saint l(:c'hu'l. and Seint George, wan alrered ta
sdistiepuirded § (2) the muﬂe fhe was cearaposed fromn a position belote bana fidc to that given
fie cext. The only other slterations were the correcydon of certabn individual letters, and
it deletion of the phewse and (ie baset, which bad been duplicated in copying.

Instrument of Cesgion of the Telands of Fiji by Thakombau, styled Tui Vit and Vuni
Valu, and by the other high Chiefs of the said islands to Her Most gracions Majesty
Victoria, by the grace of God, of the United Kingdam of Great Britain and Ireland
Queen, Defender of the Faith, & &c &e:

Wheress divers-of the gubjects of Her Majesty the Quean of Great Britain and Ireland
have from time to time settied in the Fijian group of idands and have acquired property
ar certafn pecunjary interests thersin; And Whersss the Fijian Chief Thakombaxn
styled Tui Viti and Voni Valv and the other high native chiefs of the said islands are
desitious of seouring the promotion of civilizatlon and Christianity and of increasing
trade and industry within the said islands; And Wherens it iz obviomly desirable,
in the interests 2s wall of the native as of the white population, that order and good
govarnment showld be established thersin; And Whareas the said Tui Viti and other
high chiels bave copjnintly and severslly requested Fer Majesty-the Queen of Great
Britain and Ireland aforssaid to andertake the government of the said islands henceforth;
And Wherean in order to the estsblishment of British government within the said
iglands the said Tui Viti and other the ssveral hiph' chieis thereof for themselves and
their respective tribes have gpreed to cede the possession of and the dominiom and
soverelgnty over the whele of the sald islands and over the inhabitants therenf and
have requested Her said Majesty to secept such eession,—which cession the said Tui
Vit and other high chiefs, relying upon the justice and gererosity of Her said Majesty,
have determined to tender unconditionally —and which cession on the part of the said
Tni Viti and other high chiels is witnessed by {heir execution of .these presemts and
by the formal surrender of the said territory to Her said Majesty; Amd Whereas His -
Exeellancy Sir Hercules George Robert Robimson, Knight Commander of the mast
bW —distinpuizhed* order of Seint Michael and Saint George, Governor Commander in Chief
and Vice Admiral of the Bricish Colony of New South Wales and its dependencies,
and Governer of Norfoll Island, bath been authorised and deputed by Her said
Majesty to accept on Her behalf the sgid Cession: .
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Now These Pr ta Witneas,
1. That the ion of and {ull soversignty and dominion over the

whole of the group of islands in the Somth Pacific Ocsan known as the Fijis
fand lying between the parallels of lavtude of fifteen degrees South and
fwenty two degress South of the Equator and between the Meridians of
longitude of one hundred and seventy seven degrees West and one hundrad
and seventy five deprees East ol the meridian of Creenwich) and over the
inhabitants thereci, together with the possession of and soversignty over the
waters adjacent. thereto and of and over all ports harbonrs havens roadsteads
rivers estnaries and othey waters and all reefs and foreshores within or
adjacent thereto, are hereby cedad to and accepted on behalf of Her said
Majesty the Queen of Great Britain and ireland her heirs aud successors, to
the intent that from this time forth the said islands and the waters reefs and
other places a3 afprezaid lying within or adjacent thersta may be annexed to
and be 4 pessession and dependency of the British Crown.

3. That the form or constitufion of government, the means of the
majntenance thereof, and the lawe* and regulztions to be administered within
the said islands shell be soch as Her Wajesty shall prescribe and determine.

3. That, pending the making by Her Mejesty as aforesaid of some mors
permanent provision for the government of the smid islands His Excellency
Sir Hercules George Robert Robinson, in pursuance of the powers in him
vested and with the consent and at the request of the said Tui Viti and other
high Chiefs the ceding parties hereto, shall establish anch temporary or
provisional government as to him may seem meet,

4, That the shsolute proprietorship of all lends mot shown to be now
alirnated so as to have becomne bone fide the* property of Europeans or
other forsigners of not now in the actual use ar occupation of some Chief or
tribe or not actually required for the probable future suppert and maintenance
of sorae chief or tribe shail be and is heraby declared to be vested in Her said
Mijesty her heirs and s =

5. That Her Majesty shall have power, whenever it shall be deemed
necessary for public purposes, to take any lands upon payment to the
propristor of a reasonable sum by way of compensation for the deprivstion
therenf,

6. _That all now existing public bofldings houses and offices, all enclosures
and other pieces or parcels of Jand now set apart or being used for public
purposes, and all stores fittings and other articles no being used in connection
with such purpnses ere hereby assigned transferred and made over to Her
seid Majesty, -

¥ That on behaif of Her Majesty His Excellency Sir Hercules {leoree
Robert Hobinson promises :17 thei the rights and interests of the s=id Tui
Vit and other high chiefs the ceding parties hereto shall be recegnised so
far a5 i3 and shall e consistent with British Sovereignty and Coloniai form

D.w.
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of governmnent, {2.) that all questions of financial liabilities and sngagements
shall be carcfully scrutinized and dealt with npen principles of justice and
sound public pelicy, (3.) that all claims to title to land by whomsoever preferred
and all claims to pensions or allowzness whether on the part of the said Tu
Viti and other high chieis or of persons now hoiding office dnder them or any
of them shall in due course be fully investigated and equitably adjusted, ——

In ‘Witness whereol, the whale of the contents of this instrument of Cession
heving been, previously to the execution of the same, interpreted and axplained to
the ceding parties hereto by David Wilkinson Esquire, the interpreter nmowiinated by
the said Twi Viti and the other high chiefs and accepted as such interpreter by the
said Sir Hercules George Robert Robinson, the respective partiss hereto have hersunto
sat their bands and seals.

Done at Levuka {hiz tenth day of October, in the yeer of Our Lord one
thousand eight hundred and seventy fouy,——

Cakobau R. Tni Vili and Vaptvaiu {Seal)
Maafu {Seal)
Hercules Robinson  (Seal) Tui Calkau, {Sieal)
Ratu Epeli {Seal)
Vakawalitabua Tui Bua {Seal)
Saveneca {Seal)
Eaekele © (Seal)
B. V. Tui Dreketi {Seal)
Ritova {Seal}
Eanto-nivers {Seal)
Ratu Kini {Seal)
Matanitobira (Seal)
Nacagilevn © (Seal)

I hersby certify that, prior to the execution of the above [nstrument of Cession
-~which execution [ do hereby aitast—I fully and faithfully interpreted end explained
to the ceding parties the whols of the contents of the said doctiment, the interlineations
appearing on fine 33 of page | and on line 30 of page £ haying besn frst mads, and
that such contents wers fully understood and assanted to by the said ceding parties.
Prior to the execution of the said instrument of Cession [ wrote out an interpretatien
of the same in the Fijian language, which interpretation I read to the Tui Viti and
other high chiefs the ceding parties, who one and all approved thereof. A copy of
such intarpretation is hereto annexed marked, A. Dated this tenth day of October,
A0, 16824,
D. WILKINSON

Chief Interpreter
The interpreter named in the foregoing
instrument of Cession



Number

Nuclear
Family

Extended
family

LAND AND FAMILJIAL COMPOSITION OF HOUSEHOLD — WAINASASA 1998

Land Issue

g XIONSddV

10

Nuclear, Nudlesr Others No. of Houscholds
Parents & & Affines
Unmarried
Siblings
2 2 1 i
1 ] 5
1 1
1 [
1 3
I 3
ABANDONED
ABRANDONED i
LITTLE FARMING DONE
1 1 2 (empty) ' 3

Land partitioned between two brothers following a
dispute. Laier transmitted by death to widow and 3
sons. Upon widows death estate beneficiaries 5 other
sons. One family migrated, looked after by son-in-law

Second part of above land. Owner died intestate, estate
hetd in equal shares by widow and five sons.

Sold to migrant European businessman. Occupied by
a Fijian couple. Barren.

86 acres purchased in 1960s. Paid-off by hardworking
father through farming. Estate now occupied by widow
and four sons. Lying virtually idie,

Transferred in life time by owner to fouwr sons. One son
& commercial poultry farmer, doing very well.
Transferred in life time by owner to 3 sons. Two sons
do market gardening. One son dead, land barren and
wife working in town.

Owmers dead, 2li children overseas, one daughter in Fiji
but living in Suva as a prostitute,

Land and house abandoged. Owners dead, all children
overseas. Lawyers advertised for sale two years ago.

Ovwner ives in another fot.

Estate land. Two femilies migrated, houses empty. One
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11

12

13

14

i3

16

17

18

Undivided land. Two houses are empty, families
overseas. One son millionnaire, set up his business
ot mortgaging the land. Free of mortgage now.

Upon death of owner, eldest son paid off most of
purchase price and became the owner. He bas
Desperately wants 1o sell.

Owmer of Lot 9 as well. Taxi driver & farmer.

Owner was a money-lender, land sold twice. Present
owner resides in Canada. Two sons occupy land and
4 piece has been given to & priest.”

Property transferred in life-time to four sons. One son’s
share given 10 3 grand-children because of difference
the owner and his son,

Undivided estate fand. Two sons built a shop from farm
income. Two other sons live there and still farm a Little
on this 30 acre land.

Owner died, widow has transferred the property to two
sons. Also owned small lot on the riverside, sold due to
debt.

Bought by two brother who lived across the tiver in oply
oue brother’s name. Upon death of the brother the legal
owner sold 10 an only Fijian family. The widow of the
brother did aot receive anything, now she lives with her
finaily,

Owner dead, son now owns. His wife and children live
overseas. A bulldozer and truck owaer and a farmer,
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Owmer migrated, now scquired by son-in-law. His
danghter overseas with grandparenis.

Owner dead. There are two Jot, each owned by two
sons. One son overseas for 15 years, looked after by
other brother, Well-off farmer, owns properties in Suva.
Three graduates children of accupier overseas, only one
resides separates from father, his sons also away.
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apest us The Vanishing - Archive

The Editor : _

Contact Us Accounts of emigrants' experiences incliuding what it was
like leaving fiji, how they adjusted to a new life in a new

£ antanta aouriry, and the place Flji oceupies in their hearts now.

nglu Not;: ‘The Vanishing is a unique forum that gives voice to the
m_———g_%g\ .aer 13 individual and eoflective anguist and exhilaration of the
Quiek Hits amigrant experience.

%%;Mﬁ_hmn *(subject to response and availability)
The Business of Lifg

Mall Call
Links

HOW NEEL PATHAK BECAME NPA SYSTEMS
MName; Nec]l Pathak, 41

Occupation: Managing Director (NZ/Asia) and CEO (USA} -
Network Products and Application Systems

Home: Wellington, New Zealand

Quote: "l gusss if there it any place I can really call home it's
Fiji - that*s where I grewr up.” ’

Growing up in Suva

T grew up in Suva and attended a total of 15 different schools,
incheding stints in New Zealand and England. In Suva I went to
Nehra Memortial and MGM as my parents insisted that T attend
Indian schools o that T could learn Findi, Hindustani values
were driiled inio me from early childhoed,

Ag a child T was unmatiageable according to my parents, (1
think T was just hyper). When I was about 13 my mum asked
one of her cousing, Mohan Musadilal, of Musadital & Sons, to
hire me in their shop 30 that [ could be out of mischisf, Thus
began an appronticeship that probably has shaped me into what
1 am today. Fram age 13, T worked every wockend and every
schoot holiday in their shop untl I left for university, Although
I missed out on a lot of fun that my friends had, with the
henefit of hindsight, I think this was one of the best things to
happen to me. '

Around fifth foom, a trend was beginning: most people finished
thair high school in New Zealand and went on to umiversity
there or in Australia. I wanted to do the samne bat mry fathor
argued that there was nothing wrong with finishing high schocl
in Fiji like so many others before me had.

Mot wanting to be a doctor, my mother’s choice, nor an
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acconntant, my father’s, T majored in electrical/clectronics
engineering at Dervick ‘Techntcal Institute, now FIT. In 1975, [
was the last of the batch 1o do the British exams for the City
and Guilds of Loadon Institute diploma prograrome. | knew
that this courss would cither land me a job or get me siraight
into second year engineering at any college in the English
speaking world.

Go west, young man

By ihis time I did not want to go to New Zealand or Auatralia
like moat of my friends. I had sot my sights on the United
States of America. I feit fhat the US was whers things were
bappening and that US qualifications would opon up the world
to ms from a job perspective.

My father refused to finance me at first aaying, quite dghtty,
that it would cost too moch, But I pledged that I wouid treat
any endowment from him as a loan and would pay it back, no
matter how long it took, Sa America it was, ] also made up my
mind that 1 would never return to Fiji, 1 T had to pay back my
father, 1 kad to work somewhere slse,

I only got two picces of advice from my parents. Dad's advice
was: " don’t want o see your face without a picce of paper io
your name and if | hear you're doing drugs, Yl broak every
bone in your body." Mum's advice: "Kisi mem ko bahu banaye
ke nahi lana."

Armod with these commands and requests and litlle ¢les, off' T
wenti to college in Los Angeles in the summer of 1976, Dhring
the first semester, [ realised my aeronautical engineering
programme was 2 mistake — being a foreign student, it wasn't
going to get me a job in the TS, My thoughts at the time were
thas I needed a ticket that would aliow me 1o stay in the country
and get a job,

1 switched courses apd enrolled in 2 computer technology
felectronics major. By now I was really focussed - I wanted to
work and live in the US and the only way io a green card
would be 2 decent grade point average and a good job offer.

Living in LA was hard. My father had financed the first 12
months of my stedy. The resf was up te me, At US$12,000
annualiy, thie was going to be hard slog, T lived in 2 hostel the
first six months and it was terrible. American hostel food is
worte than dog food! A couple of Pakistanis, an Indjan and I
decided to flat together so we moved out and shared an
apariment, This saved us heaps compared to the hostel costs,
And now we could also cat what we wanted, when we wanted,
and we could invite people to otr apartment,

My course schedule gave me Fridays free so Ifound a job

hitp:Fwwe overierefiil.com/vanishing

working 45 hours from Friday to Sunday. It was a cashier’s
position at one of the Pussycat theaires in Hollywood - 2 potn
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#DG ¢ ANT CATS 1041 L Was WOTKIng 4E & POt mowie INeate. (i
had an uncle visit me once and when he found out where I
wotked, I thought he woutd tell num and dad but instead ho
said, "Sonny, do you have any complimentary ticketa?").

T ovas very lonsly as a stadent. Bach time I telgphoned home I
waniod to speak for hours, Gradually T became self reliant and
really startod loving LA, 1 graduated with good grades and in
1978 landed myself a job with Benchmark Systems, a systems
integration company based in Los Angeles with operations
throughout the world. The company had a rule that if T wanted
fo progress into management roles, then I had o enrol in an
MBA programn, which I did. Eventually, as International
Suppont Manager, 1 did stints in the Middle East and in Latin
America.

Life was just great - the green card was on its way and an
MEBA would take me further. I thought ife couldn't be better -
1 even hat time to socialise and catch up with things T had
missed befors!

Tragedy strikes

Because the MB A was a means to greater responsibilitics in the
company, [ wanted to come owt tops, So I piraned this with
great determination. But then, in October 1980, as | was doing
my final MBA paper, my life and dreams were shatiered: my
vounget brother, Rashmi, who was sevenizen at the time, died
tragically in Suva, Mum and dad were just broken.

When I redurned to Fiji in 1931, T had reluctantly given up my
dream of fiving in the US, Now I was going to be with my
family in Suva. Mum was so distranght; Dad had withdrawn
into a world of his own; and, my younger sister didn’t
communicats much, The family was going througth a hiuge
depression.

1 started looking for a job, an experience in iiself, Because I
had fisted MBA in my resume, I was over qualified. People
couldn't afford me after my American salary and people
coukin't relate to a software engincer with an MBA. It was very
frustrating. Finally T said: "Bugper this, 'm poing to get up
shop myseif or I'm golng back to the US." Then IDL offered
me a job because of my experience with micro-computers.

In 1982 I got married, went back to the US for a honeymoon
and finished off my MBA, then rstumed to Fiji. I stayed in Fiji
betwesn 1981 and 1987, evenmally becorming the sales and
marketing director at IDL. During this time, IDL ended up in
receivership and in late 1986 Vijay Madhvan, a colleague, and

Hetpwovey. overhersifi.comvanishingh

I did what was Fiji's first leveraged management buv-out. We
began to turn the company around.

And then of course ...
When the Tabour party won the elections in 1987, 1 knew that
a military coun was imminent. Of courge, no one took me
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have an exit visa o somewhere. I knew my wife would prefer
New Zealand to the US sincs she studied thers, so in April
1987 I submitted applications tc the New Zealand High -
Commission and the Australian High Commission (whom I stifl
haven’t heard from). The New Zsaland High Commission
responded quickly. They said I could smigrate either as a
professional with skills in demand or as 2 business migrant. On
13 May 1987 1 went to New Zealand to attend interviews; on
the 1dth I was n between interviews when a cabbie told me
what was happening in Suva. That night I was glued to the TV
in my hotet room, The scenes of viclsnce that followed was gut
wrenching. I returned to Fiji that week with several job offers
and within a week 1 had a New Zealand residency visa.

The thought of being a second class citizen in Fiji did not
appeal to me, If anything, the conp of May 1987 helped clarify
ihings in my mind and made me weigh a lot of facéors, What
was my futurs? What was the futsrs of my children? [
eventualty decided I'd go to New Zealand becanse I coukd
resume life eagily and it wasp't too far from Fijil. At least we
could visit our parents or they could visk ys.

Starting over

‘When we arrived in New Zealand in mid-winter, it was 2 real
shock, Socially we knew very few people and after living in Fiji
in a comfort 2zone thai I had becorne used to, the starting over
was quite painfid,. We would get asked: "Did you come bafore
or after the coup? So howv come you can afford a house so
quickly afier flecing Fiji? 'Y ou must have moved imoney out of
Fiji, eh?" That was the kind of socialising one went through at
it

T guess 1 have left Fiji twics, the firgt time to study in the USA
and not refurn; the second fime when 1 emigrated to New
Zealand. The fixst time I had a fecling of joy and anticipation
when I left. The second time I had mixed emotions, which [
cannot describe, involving the loss of friends and family on the
one hand, versus a "fresh" start, on the other. The grass always
books grecuer from the other side but it isn’t when you get
there. Adjusting to a new lifé is not easy; each fime you move
you stact all over.

When you five overszas you're siways fiom "somewhere”. T am
either fiom Fiji or I am a Fiji Indian. I guess if thers is any
place 1 can reafly call horne it’s Fiji - that's where I grew up.

Tip:/roverey overherefii.comAvenishing

Success
The ssttling down and "fes! good” factor is the hardest for

most people, myself included.

I worked at Ernst & Young as 2 consultant, firsl in Aunckland
and then in Hamilion. Later I changed jobs and ended up in
Wellington where T have been living for the last 10 years.
During the late 1980s, as a senior manager of consulting
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and managed some of New Zeatand's high profils
sompuerisation projects.

In 1991 I joined an Australian software company as their New
Zealand general manager because by now I was itching to get
back into the software business in 2 line management capacity.
T was hired to toen avound their New Zealand business
operations which were making losses and was Inter promoted
to manage their New South Wales operations ajso. For a while
I commuted between Wellington and Sydney and the stress
Jevel was guite high.

The company had 2 £all out among their directors and in the
carve up 1 bought their New Zealand operations. A
management buy-vut again! I renamed the company NPA
Systems and changed strategy to focus on customer
relationship managsment and ¢-commerce. NF A provides call
centre services and softwars, and develops internet applications
software,

I realised that since New Zealand is very small, to be successtul
T would have to markst my products globally, So although [
live here, T work thronghout the Pacific fm area. My company
operates in New Zealand, Australia, Singapore and the US4,
and currently has an annual mmover of US$46 million. T

intend to gradiially move headquarters to Silicon Valley and
hopefully ge public and do aa inftial float on the sharemarket.

A economic pussy

Can Fiji be an econorxic chealah, if ot 2 tiger? I think so. T am
prefty confident that given half a chance, people of my
generation ud those after us can transform Fiji into a model
that mirnica the success of Singapore or Hong Kong,

Political stability would be a good starting point. The expatriate
Fiji commundty are a reasonable economic force in their own
right. This community can provide far more investment m Fiji
than foreigners ever would, provided there was an incentive to
atiract these people back. They need fo be mads welcome with
cagy flow of funds in and cut of the country.

Mipsfwew.averhereij.comA

I think the key to Fiji's future is to develop & knowledge
economy or intelloctual property based sconomy of gome kind.
Can we develop technology? Hell yes! The key to success
mwwhemmﬂ:eworldism hzvesklllstlmtaremdcm.md

You can only do some of that in Fiji. Then you need to asquire
overseaa experience, Fiji ought fo encourage young people to
o overseas for a whils. While the idea may shock some
employers in Fiji, in New Zealand and various other counfries
this phitosophy is taken for granted. Sure Fiji would lose some
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overseag-returned-locals, then it would work both wayg and the
net loss would be dirmninished.

Return to Eden?

T get the urge to return fo Fiji from dme to time. But I think I
will wait until both my children finish university, Then,
perhaps, I can think of retirement. I do, however, get asked
about investing in Fiji, While I have plang for setting up a call
centre there, they are on hold.

Mow that I live offshore, I view Fiji with a level of objectivity
that T may not have had had ] lived there, T think the same issue
applies to all races there - economic wellbeing,

Digclainver:

The content and views expressed, and ovents refated to, are basad on my
personal experiences, 1 do not taka liability or responsibility for otfending
anyone with my views - Neel Pathak.

The views axpressed in this colomn are that of the indlvidual author. Over

tiere magazine does not take Eability or responsibillty for them - The
Editor.

The Editar | Contact Us | Homapade

Reproduction of material from any Over hera pages without
wiittan parmission is strictly prohibited. Copyright & 1988 Qver
here

E-mnail: [nfo@overherefijl.com
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Accodnts of armnigrants' experiences including what it was
like teaving Fiji, how they adjusted to a new life in 2 new
country, and the place Fifi cccupies in thelr hearts now,

The Vanishing Is & unlque forurm that gives voice to the
individual and collective anguish and exhliaration of tha

emigrant axperisnce.

*(subject to response and avaiiability)
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